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FEW KNOW HE HAS SPENT THAT SORT OF THING HAPFENS
THE PAST TEN YEARS IN /N A WORLD WHERE MAGIC
THE GUTTERS OF RULES mva W/.‘i#é"ﬁ i
WATERCEEC A | COME TRUE.

CRUNKEN CRIFFLE. ]

IT RUNS, A5 JAGGED i
ANC A5 DEAPLY AS [ : =" Fostidllird
A Vﬂmm?fs.smrz&: — _
FROM BALPLUR 'S

GATE TO WATERDEEF

THE MAN ON TOP
OF THE CLIFF |5
PRIAM AGRIVAR.

IV HIS
HOMELANE,
HEISA
LEGEND

THESE THREE WEEKS FAST HEHAS
CRIFTED SOUTH, TRYING VEW
THING S, taost FOR

AWE r RE. _—

;{Elsﬂmr Mgy,
70 FiNG —=
W some. 4%

- 3 ??

o _‘







mks ~ DAVE SIMON'S
letterer~ Tim HARKING

Colors ~ GENE PANG

editihg Transition
tedrn~BARBARA KESEL
and ElLIOT 5. MAGGIN

| oeorcarer 7o
|| & cecenmonn ||




WHEREVER IT CAME FROM, _ % ProsagLy ¥
T PON'T THINK THE WATCH ! CONTA [N_‘)' oL
UN PECK SPOTTED ME. - { “TRASH OR

UNWANTEP

o \ g, KITTENS
OR ELSE HE 3 O
WOULDPN'T HAYE
105560 THAT STCHEL
OVERBOARD

FIRST A MYST ER)’ .

SHIP, THEN A TOSSEDP

SATCHEL , THEN

LIGHTNING ON
A CLEAR...

" WHERE oI0
THE SH/P
G6oO7




I'? LIKE To PISMISS )
THE WHOLE THING AS ) §
A PHANTASM, A .
TRICK OF THE
LIGHT.

PROFP SATCHELS
INTO THE SEA.

SO LETS PUT THE
MYSTERY SHIP ASIPE
FOR THE MOMENT
ANP CONCENTKATE...

[BSF e Trave pars ..LOOKS
ARE_LANTANESE, SUSPICIOUSLY
BUT THIS... +¢ LIKE A MAGIC
_ CHARM.LET S
55% E"— TS







THE QUESTION THE SMART MOVE
NOW BECOMES... wouLe ee 1o

To55 IT BACK
WHAT SHOULP INTO THE
I P2 WITH

H THE
PAMNABLE THING 7

... \HERE SOMEONE 7 50 MUCH FOR <
ELSE WILL EVENTUALLY THﬁq g@_ﬂ RT

 COME ACROSS (T

X THAT'S THE YoU PON'T SEEM TO
TROUBLE BEING HAVE ANY REAL
A FALAPIN... CHOICES,
Z
(& (]

(THe R;5f<fe.¢2‘

BUT NOBLER
ALTERNATIVE |5
10 TAKE (T TO THE
NEAREST CITY ANP
HAYE (T IPENTIFIEC
AND PESTROYED

AN ACT
OF common
SENSE. ONLYA
FOOL OR A HERD




. [F THE PERSON
WHO THREW (T
ERBOARE

WAS GeTTING
RIC oF 2"

IT SOUNPS AS
IF OUR CAPTAIN
ANP FIRST MATE
ARE HAVING A FRANK SHOULD WE

== " AW MEANINGFUL €
E DISCUSSION, & INTERFER!

_:"‘—-..._‘_

_ [ WHATEVER

you powe wirk 17, &
YOL! FUR-FOOTED
FOUR-FLUSHER

" e,

¥ =




IF SOMETHING 5
MISSING, WHY
BLAME ME7

AND T TAUGHT
You HOW To
STEAL MAGIC ITEMS
MYSELFS

You ARg
A HALFLING.

y HONEST.GUY, T A I'VE A RULE - "NEVER -
& PION'T TAKE YOUR & b STEAL FROM PEOPLE ol
. MYSTIC POOPAD. _ e 3 ~ You KNOW... il

/.. THEY KNOW




" 15 THERE  \.
gl SOME TROUBLE
HERE 7

<& BY THE PATH y
AND THE Way>7 J

— 14—



I SEE YOU'VE PECIPED
TO REPECORATE YOUR
CABIN,CAPTAIN

WHAT Do You
CALL THE

_\ STIE--EARLY
2\ PYROTECHNIC?

I'M TELLING You,&uv, T
HAVEN'T EVEN SEEN THE

HANP SINCE YoU BROUGHT

IT ON BOARC

You MAY PO WELL TO JOKE, MINDER,

WHILE A THIEF HIPES BEHIND You,

A THIEF WHO HAS TAKEN APVAN-
TAGE OF MY KINP NATURE TO
STEAL THE HANG OF AFRAK.

you LIE LIKE A ; S
CHEAP CALISHITE R\

THERE ARE ONLY
THE FOUR OF U5
ABOARD THE REALMS
MASTER.

(SHI, GRAB THE
LITTLE FURBAG. T
WANT To TRY oUT
SOME NEW CHARM

MAGICKING T'VE

_ PISCOVERED...

YEAH, LIKE T |
SA|P, I'M NOT
Gult-- :

--HEY/ HOW po

YOU KNOW
I'M NoT
GUILTY 2



YES, <IRON FRIENPD,
CAPTAIN OMEN (SA
FRIEND ANP OUR

LEAPER.

PECAUSE I?WALIMOR IN HIS HUNT FOR MYSTIC ARTIFACTS T HAVE
OMEN !5 JOURNEYEP WITH HIM LONGER THAN You
A HAVE. ALWAYS HE DISPOSED OF SUCH ITEMS
: C?UICKELY THS n%ﬂ@ﬁgi;gvgia mEN KEFT,
\ XAMINING A - INING IT.
MINPER, T
APPRECIATE
YOUR CONCERN
NOW WHERE...

HE MIS5ED MEALS...

/7l NEGLECTEP ORPERS. ..
.« SET ALL OTHER
WORK AS|PE.

OVERBOARL.
> _You [plo7.s

“THE HAND

!N.SHDRT I .‘.5EN5E|‘?
THAT THE HAND TEMP TEP
HIM, 50 I REMOVEDP =
THE TEMPTATION. /I THREW IT
& OVERBOARC.

[ IMMOK ... YoU WILL KEEP A
\ CIVIL TONGUE WHEN :
APPRESS5ING VE,
. GOLEM...

OF VAPRAK HAS
NFLUENCEP YOUR
JUPGEMENT. WHAT
PP IT PROMISE, .
> OMEN 7 WEALTH?
POWER? iMMORTAHT)’ 7

P or 1 wiLL TuF?N
YOU BACK
INTO SLAG !




OF VAPRAK HAD
TO HAVE HAP AN B
EFFECT ON YoU. 3

CAPTAIN, MINPER |5 WHY ELSE WouLe You \
CORRECT. THE HAND THREATEN YOUR OWN \
CREW Z.. L

- THREATEN
YOUR
FRIENZS?.

COME ON,
GUYNOR, THINK
T THROUGH...

FRIENDSZ
FFAUGH /

MINDER,
BY SUCH Goop S 5@5"2‘@? pE;-
FRIENZS. BETIER | R N N WAS PURE AS
THAN T PESERVE. A4\ . Always, But
% ; YOU PON'T
- REALIZE
WHAT You've
PONE.

\

EVEN AT
THE BOoTTOM
OF THE 5EA,
oAy
. [TEM.
E MuSsT

RECOVER AND
 DISPOSE OF

WE'RE ONLY
LUCKY THAT THE
HAND CANNCT
SWINM To SHORE
BY ITSELE

—17-




kel v vees wore aBouT |
MR CARDLUCK.

L SRJENIOEI” N\
/93!75 A '
K hdhfls >

AlL RIGHT,
WHOS MAKING
ALL THAT




WHATS THE
MATTER, POINTY-EARS,
CAN'T TAKE A GNOLLISH
WALK IN THE WOOP5 Z 4%

SN
S S

PON'T GIVE
ME TH

AT
TONGUE-ROTTING
ELYISH GRUNTING/

)7 THE LITTLE PRIEST
STILL HAS HIS FAITH.
TELL YOU WHAT..

PERHARS T
WILL OFFER You
UP AS SACRIFICE
TO OUR VARK GOD |
YEENOGHU,
INSTEAR

._\__\ W
= |
iy
T o

SENP THIS R

RUNT TO HIS
MAKER/

FoF 7E@HOT GA
P76 &7 57
b ATE0OT
Lo P 76 Fo0
9C oFF X7
N @ ¥c7

L A
TRANSLATION FRC
ESPRUAR: MAY ENORETH
LET ME BE THERE WHEN
YOUR TIME COMES T DIE.”

I WAS onLY

I PRAYING TO
{ MY GO0, PoG-

FACE, THAT

I BE THERE

WHEN You
PIE. i

¥ TEN-TO-ONE ~
oov_f( ALMOST

EVEN




IF You BEG,
ELFLING, IT §

—" A LITTLE PWARF IN WATERPEEF Yi
3 N\ TAUGHT ME THAT TRICK, GNOLL...

sk ..ANP I'VE GoT
OTHERS JUST AS }
PEADLY. &

7KL . KL
\ THE INTRUPER!

' ELF/RUN FOR .
COVER. TYL
\ HANDLE THEM. 4




AGRIVAR, OLD BOY, YOU MAY HAVE
OVEREXTENDED YOURSELF...

" JUST KEEP.
T ,,’% Hﬂ MMER.'N@

3

& witn somany R
OPPONENTS... / )




AT

|/ You ARE FACING
TWO HEALTHY
WARRIORS NOW. /

NG

BLAST./GRAZED
HIW /

. | You AE WRONG,
ol PRIEST. I FACE

ONE TIRED ELF.. 48

[ Have 1o
WRESTLE
HIM OFE

2 .\. k[. f'jf,’/’_'/;/»,’;,_,,?
B |




( vey THE GrRIM Jaws 1)

oF TYR!™

7 .. THAT IT WOULD
WORK LIKE... THAT.”

EASY, HUMAN,
YOU'RE WOUNDED,
AT LEAST A
PISLOCATION,
MAYBE A FULL

—-23 -

N/ WHY DION'T
\ YOUu Po THAT
FIRST 7

YOU'RE LUCKY T
STAYED ABOUT TO
HELE You SEE,
IMmA=-




EASY, 5IR ELF, YOU'VE
PEEN THROUGH A LOT.
THAT LAST SPELL LEFT
\ ou Woozy.

IF THE BNOLLS HAVE
HELD YoU FOR ANY LENGTH
OF TIME YOU'LL KNOW THE

WORST THING ABOUT
THEM |5 THEIR COOKING.

THANK You. 1.TOOK CARE OF IT MYSELF. (@ THE SURVIVING GNOLLS
OUR ARM? YOU ARE NOT ALONE IN PROPPEV THOSE IN THEIR
ENETT— HEALING ABILITY. FLIGHT. T THOUGHT (T
e 1 POLITE TO WAIT FOR YOU TO

RECOVER BEFORE CPENING
THEM.

el || "
i . =
£

O\




5 g.
ngfl{' LE‘;% n;wggvﬁ)fgg WE WERE... UFF... MISINFORMEP
=
IMPRESS ME, SIR... = : BN WE WeRE v L
WAS CAPTUREP ALIVE FOR
LATER SACRIFICE.

VARTAN HAl SYLVAR,
OF THE ELVES OF ,
EVERESKA, FAITHFUL -
10 LABELAS ENORETH, (ol
\ [ORD OF LONGEVITY.  [Cull

o

50 HOW POES A CLERIC OF A 6oP
OF LONG LIFE FIN? HIMSELF
A AMONG GNOLLS 7 THAT SEEMS

fl EXPERIENCE.

I WAS PART
OF A SMALL PARTY
WHO WERE TO "PEAL”
WITH A BAND OF
\ GNOLLISH INVAPERS.

| BLoor OF THE
SHINING PECFLE...
THE GOLP ELVES...
\ THE MOST NOBLE
OF A RENOWNED
RACE

A

B Fower 10 A0
' Bl YOU, A5 You HAVE
L 50 AIvED ME.

WHEN MONSTERS

ANP APVENTURERS
BATTLE. AND T MATTERS

LITTLE, SINCE MY LATE J
CQMRAgf_‘i WERE NoT

THEN I RECOMMENDP
WE MOVE OFF. THE
\ GNOLLS MAY RETURN
2\ HERE WELL BEFORE...




. MORNING.

DS ANy SioN oF L
— THE DRATTEP
x THNG 7 _A '

" ... BUT THE SATCHEL
715 NOT THERE.

T WALKEDP
A LEAGUE

INEACH |
PIRECTION...

LOOK, THE PARTY ON SHORE
HAS FOUNP SOMETHING.




CURSE AND &.’Aﬁ You
TO THE NINTH RING,
MINPER/ T ,mpg
YOU'RE HAPPY.”

NOT ONLY Po You 11/
PUT A PANGEROU S ARTIFACT }
BACK INTOCIRCULATION ...

CAPTAIN, IT |5 NOT THE << [RON
PRrENP_s 77 FAULT THAT SOME-
L5E FOUNP THE PEW.{:E
WE NEED ONLY LOCATE IT

N AGAIN ANP RECOVER IT.

----

WOULP THAT
IT WERE THAT
EASY, ISHI.

IF THE HANP |5
POWERFUL ENOUGH
TO TEMPT ONE SUCH
AS T, 1T Wn’.’.L SURELY
CORRUFT THE LESS

PONERALL AND
_ LESS WISE.

; 1, FOR ONE,
PITY THE POOR
MORTAL WHO HAS
- | FOUNP THE #Ane
\ OF VAFRAK, GOL
N\ OF THE TROLLS.

‘...'\

-27-



: THE FORTUNE
MOST HELPFUL ...

YT ELSEMHERE: |

RETURNED FROM
THE PIVINER.

" ANSWERING
MY QUESTIONS..

.. HE NEVER
REALIZED...

- WHO
WAS POING
THE ASKING...

WILL RECOVER
HIS OWN. &

THE HAND SEEKS

5 7RUE MASTER,

THOUGH NONE OF

THE PAWNS YET ReALIZE

THIS, THEY MAY SQUABBLE,

H SLAY ONE ANOTHER OR
NOT, BUT IN THE END--

N

N
\

QL

-28 -
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A SLEEPY LITTLE TOWN IV |8
THE DALELANGS, NORTH
OF CORMYR— qum

~

i

.. AN INN SERVING THE
FINEST BREW NORTH OF
TILVERTON...

ANP THE HOME OF
THE MIGHTIEST
WIZARP [N THE

NUMBER 45 2 *
HM, THAT NUMBER
HASN'T COME UP
FOR AS LONG AS 4
I'VE WORKEP FOR--

LTHEBELL (S |8
Jigour 70 TOLL. | e

—-31-



SEVERAL PAYS LATER ANP OVER
A THOUSANE MILES ARAY, IN
THE SEAFORT OF. Y srsauseares

-32-



SEEN FROM HERE
TO THE INNER SEA.
TOO MANY
PEOPLE...

T T —— ap
Paerr cruBs :write
BAss WAGILES " penciiier £
PAVE SIMONS : [nker |
S 7IM HARKINS : let terer
BENE DANGELL [CO[OHST
) ELLIoT 5. mAGGIN %
editor
THANKS, BARBARA b

- 33 -



T WOULPN'T 5AY

NO, NO, FURTHER NORTH. NO

7HAT, VARTAN. LIVING FAMILY, SAVE A HALF-
SISTER No REAL DESIRE
THIS SEEMS TURN...
MORE OPEN, MORE
RELAXED THAN 8 HM... AGRIVAR.
WATERVEEP - I SEEM TO
REMEMBER
SOME OLP
\ STORIES ABOUT
I\ A SPELLCASTER
W N m{eﬂ goem

WATERDEEP
ORIGINALLY,
AGRIVAR?

CSTER... OSPREY. O5TUS./ | FOR YOUR INFORMATION HE WAS

HE WAS SUPPOSEPD TO PISINTEGRATED BEFORE MY
HAVE BEEN FOCOLING EYES BY AN EVIL WIZARP FROM
ARDUNP WITH OTHER ANOTHER PIMENSION. AN ACT

PIMENSIONS. EATEN THAT I HAVE ONLY RECENTLY
BY A PEMON. JUST AS AVEN
WELL, HUMANS DABBLING
IN SUCH MATTERS...

ER, AGRIVAR -~
CAN I... BUY
You A PRINK Z

7... BUT T UNPERSTAND IT'S THE HLyMAN

THING TO PO WHEN YOU'VE OPENED YOUR
MOUTH AND SHOVED YOUR FOOT

POWN IT. AN APOLOGY. BESIDE

o WE NEEP TO FIGURE

ouT WHAT To Po WITH THAT

UGLYPAWETUFFEP IN
OUR BELT.

NEITHER Po I,
HUMAN -- UNLESS
THEY HAVE EVERMEET
SPARKLING WANDERALE.
e




THEY'VE Gor

CAP'N CPUFF PUFF)
THEY'RE HERE.,
A NORTHERNER

ANP A HieH
. ELF..

.. WITH THE

WENT INTO
THE RAGGEDY
MAN TAVERN.

IT:S ABOUT
TIME. WHAT
PIP THEY PO,

WALK 7

RIGHT THE FIRST TIME
OUT, |.5HI. THEY LOOKER
A LTTLE og STY AND

P THE
NORTHERNER!S

WEARING THE
HANZ IN H(5 A
BELT, RIGHT

OuT IN THE

D OPEN.

- 35—

THAT MEANS EITHER
THE SIMPLETON |5
UNAWARE OF Wf‘ﬁr

§ ... OR WORSE,
THE HAND (5
| ALREAVY HAVING
AN EFFECT ON HIMW.
WEARING IT 15 AN
INVITATION TO
STEAL IT




CoULP THE HAND Wﬂ/\’f . ” PO55IBLE. THE HAND OF VAPRAK | ;

10 BE STOLEN ... AN ~ 15 PEFINITELYMORE POWERFUL N
INFLUENCE THE NORTHERNER.‘; THAN I THOUGHT. WE'? BEST / :
ACTION D RETRIEVE ANP PISPOSE OF £ =

IT PROPERLY.

7 CAPTAIN, A NI s,
[ QUESTION. IF THIS '\
MAGICAL ARTIFACT \ =
= LooKs LIKE AN | 2
[\ azREs 2aw, wHY K
L\ 15 [T NAMED AFTER \

7 VAPRAK |5
/ _THE Gop OF
BOTH OGRES AND
TROLLS [N THESE
| LANDS, [5HI BARASUME,
ANP THE LEGEND STATES
\ THAT AN OGRE S PAW
WAS MAPE INTO THE
_ ORIGINAL HAND OF
.- VAPRAK.

-36 -



YES.
REPUTEPLY, THE
GRANPMOTHER
OF THE TROLLS
STooP AT THE
FIRESIDE WITH
THE CHILP OF
|” OGRES. "LOOK
AT THO.5E CHESTNUTS
ROASTING IN THE FIRE
SAIP THE GRANPMOTHER.
“WOULDN'T You LIkE
SOMEZ "

THE GRANPMOTHER OF
TROLLS FEARED THE FLAMES,
FOR FIRE KILLEP TROLLS
PERMANENTLY, ANP HOPEC
THAT THE CHILP OF THE OGRES
WOULP PULL THE CHESTNUTS
OUT OF THE FIRE FOR HER.
THAT THE CHIL? WOULP BE
BURNEY MATTERED NOT
ONE WHIT TO THE
GRANPMOTHER.

IT WAS 7HEN THAT VAPRAK
ATTAINED GOPHOOP OF BOTH
OGRE AND TROLL, ANP FUSED
HANP.S TOGETHER INTO A
5(/&’6::5 HAND, THE HANC OF HAFRAK.
THERE HAVE SINCE BEEN SEVERAL
S|GHTINGS OF THE HANPD [N THE &
REALMS... OR PERHAFS SINGLE
EXAMPL Eﬁ OF SEVERAL RELIC5,
\ ALL WITH GREAT POWER S,

N\ . BUT IF THI5 |5 THE 7RLE HANG,
THERE WILL BE CHADS TO FAY IF WE FA:’L
To RETRIEVE [T.

THE CHILD OF OGRES
KNEW THAT. BEING AN
OGRE, THOUGH, HE PIP NOT
HINK THINGS ALL THE WAY
THROUGH. HE GRABBE([?
THE GRANG/VIOTHER 'S HAND
ANP PLUNGEP [T INTO THE
FIRE WITH KI5 OWIV, MAKING
THE GRANPMOTHER BURN
AS WELL. BOTH TROLL ANP
OGRE WERE TERRIBLY
BURNED, ANP THE CHILP
OF OGRES LOST
HLS HANP.




.+ CHAOS TO FAY IF IWE FAIL
TO RETRIEVE IT--

BUT SURELY, AFTER
ALL THIS TIME, [SN'T
[T BEST TO LET

SLEEFING PRAGONS

SLEEPING PRAGON S
RARELY SLEEP FOREVER.
WE CREATED THE RELIC
BELLS TO TELL US WHEN

REST ? 4\ THE OLD EVIL5 AWAKE. PRANOA
IF THOU HAST A BETTER RARE
" .\lul(_“_ T 4 H?EA THRH’r RETRIEVI’N@ RECONF\“N@

& ¥ 1O THE NORTH.

... THAT ARTIFACT.S

ALWAYS MAKE

MY SKIN BREAK
our.

MANE 'S
BAND

155TILL
MIS5ING.

THY SKIN THAN
ANCIENT EVILS
BREAKING LOOSE,

BESIPES WE musT
KEEP OUR HOUSE

IN ORPER,YES 7

{ THE COMPANY OF
— PRAGON SLAYERS
(5 NO MORE... £

ENCOUNTERED \,
THEIR EIRST
PRAGON,
MILORE

7~ SHAERL IS PUE. .

TO PELIVER ANY TIME .

NoW, 50 LORD :

MOURNGRYM
(5 ouT.

WHAT OF THE =
BRANPED WARRIOR
\ AND HER AIPE 2

WE HAVF NEVER
USED THEM
BEFORE...

All THE

al moerg REASON

BUT NOTHING,
LHAEQD. THEY WILL
SUFFICE. SEND THE
INVITATION..

—-38-—



.. AND ARAY THE HANC (B8] 1055 IT BACK Yl T0 BE RETRIEVED s
HASN'T FALLEN INTO INTO_THE R BY WHom 7 il
THE WRONG HANZS... " [ SEA? ; -

VE A SAGE
lL‘-ri\ﬁ’lZtl.“"l')‘ C.‘H‘E.’r:%R
ouTt ITSs

TO BE
TRUTHFUL
VARTAN. I

{CouLo T INsTEAD BE, AGRIVAR, .
THAT YOU PON'T WANT ANYONE £LSE N
PLAYING WITH YOUR LITTLE TOYZ 4\

OTHERS INTO
THIS. [T couLp
PROVE BOTH
EVIL ANP
PANGEROUS.

1... PON'T 7HINK
50,1 ONLY
WORRY THAT--

I'M 5ORRY
Goop LADY, BUT
THIS |5 A PRIVATE
CONVER SATION.
CAN WE HELF
Youz

-39 -



K HIC, EXCUSE ME > : ( & I SHAIG ONLY FOOLS WOULD SHOW THE
_ ; \ .-fymfaac VAPRAK S0 WEA/ZY » _
& ou KVOW, oy FOoLS .

WWW SHOW THE HAND
OF VAFRAK S0 OPENLY>)
PROPOS| T!'ON I

PERHARS...

ZORRY, YOUNG
SHES AN - LAZY BUT I FON'T
EASTERNER, ROMP WITHALIMAN
FROM BEYOND / GIRLS. THANKS

ANYWAY.

HAYE A HEART,
VARTAN... SHE!S
PRUNK.

PO YOL/ KNOW WHAT SHES
CHATTERING ABoUT 7

( NO, BUT THERE!S NO REASON
\ 7 TOASSUME THAT--

— 4O -



THANKS LUV
GOT [T ON
THE FLY.”

SEE You AT
THE SHIE”

27 JUST REMEMBER,

[ NOT EVERY "HUMAN

GIRL" |5 INTERESTED

o (N A 'ROMP”WITH &
You.s

YO/ HANDLE
THE WOMAN,
VARTAN. IT%2L
GO AFTER THE
HALFLING.

2 BY ENORETH'S MANY ;
YEARS, WHEN WILL T LEARN
TO KEEFP THIS MOUTH SHUT?Z 4




NOW WHERE /

PID.. THERE.

B
N\

” I PREFER
ACRUISITION.S
AGENT MSELF

7 ALl You'LL

YACQUIRE, " SHORT
8. ONE, L5 MY WRATH
UNLESS You --

Goop PAY,
WARRICRE.
==}

I SUGGEST

You RETURN TO
YOUR TAVERN.

o=y




SHHEN YOU'RE UP AGAINST -
A WALLCALL A HALFLING..

S5 A0 WERE HALF A MAN &
BUT WE po THE BEST WE CAN
THATS CAUSE WE PON'T GIVE

o A CAMN, CAUSE WERE... o~

L WHEN Your
EMPIRES
GOING TO
FALL CALL A
HALFLING... o~

CHANGE IN PLANS, LITTLE
FRIENP. THERE ARE OTHER
AGENTS ABOUT LOOKING
FOR THE HANC

I THOUGHT You
WERE PACK AT
THE SHIP,

" GIVE ME THE
HANC ANP T'LL

e

SURE THING, BOS5,
BUT WHY PIMPOOR 7
I'VE SEEN You

TELEFORT
LoTs oF..

BRAINLESS
HALFLING/

.. AND FOR 7THAT
KNOWLEDGE, HALFLING,
YOU SHALL PAY WITH

YOUR LIFES

A POFPFEL BANGER
CAN PUPLICATE FORM
AND SOUNP, BUT NOT
KNOWLEDPGE...

—43 —



LEAVE ME
LE CHOICE
BUT TO...

-« ANP T'llL KEEP § P
KNOCKING You JUST LET THE
POWN. A

FORGIVE ME
mY vousrts.

PITY, CHILP. You ARE
FAIR_TOC ELVEN EYES,
FOR A HU,

... ANP IT'M NOT
CARRYING
ANY.s




THE HANP |5 SAFE
NOW WHERE IT WILL
HARM NO ONE.

... PO YOU FIGHT TO REGAIN
THE HANP BECAUSE IT WILL
BE FOR THE Goop OF AlL,
OR BECAUSE Yo WANT
> TO KEEP T Z

YOU SOUND LIKE
A FRIEND OF MINE,
WHO RECENTLY
HELD THE HANC _

%7 ASK YOURSELF
( tHis, warrioR...

HAVE T HIT
A NERVE,
WARRIORZ,

THINK, THEN, WHY ARE
YOU FIGHTING ME, ANp
THEN YOU'LL SEE THE...

THAT ELVEN
MAGIC GETS )
THEM EVERY

TIME.

THAT LIGHT SPELL
WON'T BLINZ IT FOR
MORE THAN A MINUTE,
ANP WE SHOULD BE oUT
OF T5 LINE OF SIGHT
D HEN IT RECOVERS.

WHAT...IF
THE GOLEM
|5 RIGHTZ

WHAT [F T

WANT THE HANP..

: OR MYSELFZ

—y45 —



INY WAY T N
e

N THo5€ SPELLS WON'T HOLD THEM |
B FOR [ONG. ANY IDEA WHO
THEY WeRE 2

NONE.; CURSE ME FORA FOOLTO
N—X_LEAVE THE HANP OUT LIKE THAT.

NEVER MINP. T WON'T BE ABLE
TO GET A BEAP ON THE ARTIFACT.--

--BUT (FWE
USE SOME
(TeM_SUCH
A5 THE

HALFLING'S
| CAPE..

,...\ [ 7
LOCATE
OBIECTS!

~HES HERE. ABOU
TEN FEET UP THIS
YERY ALLEY.”

—4e —




PAMNEP CLOSE. INTERNAL BLEEPING,
: = PEEP WOUNPS IN
b THE CHEST. BREATH
P B SHALLOW ANP
D T, ; \ BUBBLING.

@ ' - CAN YoU KEEP
Y HIM ALIVE WHILE

S I PREFARE A

—( CURE SERIOUS
. WOLNZS SPELLZ

NO JUSTICE
HERE, PALADIN. 4}
LOOKS LIKE OUR ~ NJIE
THIEF WAS AMBUSHED IR
L HIMSELF.

OPP... CAN'T
SEEM TO
CONCENTRATE.

72 W)

SHOULPN'T
BE... THIS
HARL.

LIKE PRESSING AGAINST
SOMETHING... PREVENTING
ME FROM PUTTING THE

HEALING ENERGIES INTO
THE HALFLINGS BROKEN...

= /.%
\ \

Fo 15 (T...
BREAKFAST
TIMe=

WHEW/ THAT WAS
ROLIGH., COULD
JUST CARRYING THE
HAND ABOUT HAVE
MESSEP UP MY
ABILITIES ?

WHAT HAPPENS IF T
RECOVER THE HANP...

THANK YOU,HEALERS
You ARmeéﬁf\r‘aﬁ,qug

IT SEEMS WE HAVE
ALL LOST THE HANP.

LET'’S GO TALK TO ¢
OUR CAPTAIN... &




ELSEWHERE IN | A |11 RN i
THE TV | . 1 i b P10 You BRING !
— T sy . AN IR T Y SERVANTZ 3

ANP THE ONE
) CARRYING IT?

%) venp IN AN

i S
HOW CAN A
T RE.S[ST...\‘@ER LIKE

7mAT 2 AN

W coopsE,
o MASTER.

-4y —



OH, WHAT T
| L(ET YOU HAVE,
MASTER.

Now T%L
TAKE YOUR |

OH, T
SHOULDN'T
THINK 50...

V.9
41N

= AH,my LITTLE © TAKEN IN BY A SIMPLE
PET. & PHANTASNAL FORCE.

- )  YOU WERE DEALING
KB W AN OGRE MAGE! ¢

g ~J LT O TS

BUT YOI PO NOT.

\A o >
; "C 1 HAYE RECOVERED J
/} my OwN... A
i

-..NOW LET THE WORLD
HOLP IT5 BREATH--




WHO PUT THE L

... THE BLIGHTER

ON THE WHATSIS
WAS You s

l PARVON... 7 ;

OCKS

NOT A PIFEICULT
TASK, BUT T'VE

SINCE WE LEFT

SOMEBODY l
oBviousLy

BEEN HERE EVER USECMY FACE
10 PECEIVE You.

WHO-- OR WHAT
couLp po
SOMETHING

LIKE THAT Z _«

BULINCH OF TH

OK.‘ OKJ A WH
CoULp PO SOMETHING
LIKE THAT.

OLE ! T SHOULP HAVE NOTICED
INGS THE FAKE OMEN BEING
NMCE TO ME. IF IT WUZ
&%
N\ WOULP'VE BEEN
DIFFERENT.

you, IT
NI




.. T HAVE ALREADY.. WHO ARE You AND YOUR CREW
APOLOGIZED.. FOR MY 10 BE CARRYING SOMETHING
EARLIER OUTBURST.. . LIKE THE HANDZ <

ANP T THINK WE HOW PIP You HAVE SUCH A
ALL AGREE THATIT PANGEROUS ITEM IN YOUR
WAS THE RESULT OF \ POSS5ESSION [N THE FIRST
THE INFLUENCE OF o PLACE, CAPTAIN Z

THE HAND OF VAPRAK,
NOTHING MORE.

3 \ T
p&\\ " T SHOULP NOT HAVE
I ‘; "\\\ |

BEEN STURYING ITIN
5 THE FIRST PLACE.

IT 15 MY
™ PURPOSE [
< [N LIFE.

BS7 1 AM CAPTAIN DWALIMOR N
OMEN OF THE GREAT MAGES
COF HALRUUA. I AM CHARGED
WITH COLLECTING POWERFUL
MAGICAL |ITEMS ﬂ)lyV PLACING

POWERFUL ARTIFACTS
ARE OFTEN IN THE HANPS
OF THE POWERFUL... ANP
THE EVIL. SOME ITEMS
HAEVE AN INSIPIOUS INFLU=

THUS I HAVE RECRUITED
TALENTED INDIVIPUALS TO %
My AP. MINDER, IN HER
IRONWROUGHT BOPY. FOXY |
MY USUALLY - TRUSTER
SECOND [N COMMAN...
[5H(, WHO TRADES
WEAPON SKILLS
FOR PASSAGE...

—-51-



WE COULDP 11SE YOUR HELF | CAPTAIN OMEN, T BROUGHT EXCELLENT.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED.. THIS EVIL HERE, ANP IF I {;guf?enggmséVE

: CAN PESTROY IT, T WILL.

HE'S TRUTHFUL, BUT
SOMETHING (S ;

MISSING HERE.

s WITH ME THAN

s AGAINST ME.
(F MY COMPANION

{ cHooses 1O HELR

SO pO1I ANP |F THE

' LURE OF THE

HAND |5 TOO

MUCH FOR YOU,

T CAN DEAL WITH

you [N mYonwn

WAY.

MY PETECT £VIL
REVEALS NOTHING,
BUT WHAT IF IT (5

AS UNTRUSTWORTHY
AS MY HEALING
ABILITY Z

YES, YES, BUT
You FOUR RES

FIRST. E.5PEC¢ALLY
you, VARTAN.

... CAN WE START

LOOKING FOR THE HAND
THAT WE'RE BEFORE WHOEVER HAS

FRIENDS... R T FIGURES oUT HOW
4 ’ TOUSE IT?

FIRST WE CONTACT
THE LOCAL 5ﬂ65
HE'LL HAVE AN
IPEA_OF RUMORS
OF THE HANE

HIS NAVE |5
GONEAL, A BIT
OF A RECLUSE,
BUT T SUPPOSE

HELL SEE VE.

-52 -



7 ... WE'LL HEAR
HIM ourt, AT
LEAST.

SHAPOWPALE.

"ABOUT THIS,
PRAGONBAIT.

' - W AFRAID 7 NO. THERE X
THINK (175 ' ARE WORSE THING.S
WORTHWHILE.. \"THAN EARNING

GO0p KARMA--

——"—- BuUT YOUR REGULAR
APVENTURERS WERE BOOKED
SOLIP. FINE BY U5, BUT WHAT
BTV ELNSTER Wolko

CALL U5 IN PERSON 2

WHAT 15 50 /M INT,
15 AN ARTIFACT S0 PEAPLY
THAT IT THREATENS ALL
WHO COME IN CONTACT
WITH IT.

WHEN SUCH
A ONE 15 USEC; |
WE KNOW ABOUT
IT. IT HAPPENER ON

—-53 —



TR THE SWORD COAST (5 OVER YT
L A THOUSAND MILES AWAY. WHY >
N (5 THIS YOU/R WORRY Z

7 THE WORRY (5 NI
MINE BECAUSE THE }
RESPONSIBILITY N
1S MINE, ALIAS OF
THE AZURE BONES... 4

.. ANC [ET DO

NoT cEsTROY 1T, Y\ §

W T wiil surery’ B A N
N\ PESTROY ME/ 4N







3 US§150
CAN $185

0CT 89 | UK 80p

NEW FORMAT




MO L

BALPURS GATE, OV
THE SWORP COAST.

YOU'RE
COMFORTABLE
CASTING SPELLS
IN THAT ORNATE 7 T CAN MANAGE
ARMOR, VARTAN =/ NICELY, THANK YoU.
MY SPELLS ARE CLERICAL

HAl SYLVAR

sy \ IN NATURE, AND PERIVE
— _\ FROM THE ELVEN GOPS,

NOT MUSTY TOMES.

I CARE NoT How
YOU GET THEM,
ONLY THAT you
HAVE THEM-

I FAIL TO .
UNPERSTAND
CAPTAIN OMEN."

. " VNN \SPG 15, cona
PIVINATIONS, ) ) A o WOUR FRIEND,
A PISPEL MAGIC _ = A THERE SHOULD BE
AND NECROMATICS, \ l| NO TROUBLE GETTING
@l Va NN | M e
ORVERER S/R.

~ A5 REGUESTED
VARTAN. THERE
/S A DIFFERENCE.

O WIZARD
7 CONSIPERS ANY
OTHER SPELL-CASTER

—-57-—



You wiLL BE
THE FIRST

WELL 7 WE MusT
PREPARE FOR OU

3
we=

pAY THAT THE LAMBS
50 WILLINGLY COME

UNAWARE THAT TH

E
ITEM THEY SEEK
/MY HANPS...

AND THAT ~
I INTENP TO
KEEP IT.




[




THE SHORT THE PEVICE WE '
ANSWER, AGRIVAR, USE TO FINP

IS THAT ARTIFACTS ARTIFACTS REGISTERS
ARE TRICKY. MOST GENERAL MAGICAL )
HAVE TH _POWER AND POTENTIAL...

\ EIR OWN
\ PETECTION- PAMPING s
L T V% 50 A LONE

Y MAN IN THE
WILDERNESS |15

gty
gy R ey &
LITTLE B,
4 cONFUSED WHY MASTER
S WE NVEEP A SAGE, FOXILON, WILL
= CAPTAIN OMEN. You KINGLY
: TRACKED THE HAND GOk R

POCR FOR

5’%%{%&% - T NEED YOUR
THEN. NOW, MASTER FOX|LON, SKILLS MORE AS A
THE REST OF U5 ARE * LOOK-OUT THAN A

GOING INSIPE. YOU FINP LocKk-FPICK. WE'VE
~ A SHAPY SPOT ANC _ 4 BEEN FOLLOWED
KEeP AN EVE N ONCE 50 FAR.
THE POCR.

I WANT To BE 4

WATCHING OUR

WATCHERS IF
ME




|

CAPTAIN, W Foxy (5 THE
ST WisE . HALFLING WHO ONCE I

TO LEAVE o STOLE THE RUB,
Aam ELEPHANT OF'V
CALIMSHAN.

THE HALFLING
OUT HERE 7
FO@LON

ONLY AFTER WE
WERE SURRCUNPEP

BY THE FALACE

GLARLE, ISHI.

HALFLINGS ARE [
MINIATURE THIEVES "NEEP YOUAS A 2
GlLILPS. FOXY MORE 50 LOOK-OUT " HUH.

FORGOTTEN Agour
THAT ELEPHANT
YET 15 ALL.

OUR HOST 15 NoT
LIKELY TOAFPFPREC/ATE
IT AS WE PoO.

AND SPEAKING
OF OUR HOST...

||
FREEMAN
GCONCALZ

A e 6o " VL : (1 am AL/AS. THS 15
o : g . THI

FIN? THE HANC A M N\ CRAGCCNBAIT.
MYSEL |~ >— . :

~1 5AIP IT'S

A GOOD IPEA
TO FIND THE HANP

N OURSELV

V= 7HAT O
s, SHOWEM.

ES.




I 5EE THAT
\ SAGECRAFT
S STILL Z9).s

NOW po you =

UNPERSTAND

WHY I LEFT

THE HALFLING
OUTSIVE 7

THIS MUCH NES
TEMFP7ATION  \[BlE
wouLe FRY HiS |8

THIEVING LITTLE /|l

BRAIN.

MAGES ARE LIKE OLP
WEEEEE .ﬁ%ﬁm&v 53&?%%;5? gﬁ;g/epy ' Snebasan )
0 7 TR
GONAL OF

GRIVAR. N ENTRANCES. L
2 A\ o DES BALOUR'S GATE! ¢
% / 2

PWALIMOR OMEN,
PUISSANT WIZARD OF
THE REALMS MASTER,

PESIRES A HUMBLE

AUPIENCE




WHo PARES PISTURE
- ng MYSTICAL RESEARCHES

THE GREAT GONCAL 77

AH, THE HAND
OF VAPRAK, 15 1T

Pe NOoT LooK
SURPRISER OMEN
OF HALRUUA. SUCH

ME WITHoUT my
KNOWING (T.

THE EQUALLY GREAT MASTER
WIZARD WHO SENT A RUNNER
LAST EVENING TC You
REQUESTING AN AUPIENCE.

o P

Now,
LARS, WHILE
I'VE GOT HIS
ATTENTION.

CHARGED WITH
IT5 RECOVERY.

&

. \ W
¥ TRANSLATION : “PETECT LIE.

INFORMATION
|\ OF IT, BROTHER
MAGE, BUT IT
WILL comE
AT Acasr.

TI5 A
VEADLY ToY
TO LET LOOSE
IN THE REALMS,

UH/RESISTANCE
AGAIN SOME THING
. RUSHING AGAINST-- .

JUST A
GLIMMER
OF... NO,
INTENSE EVIL

WoULP REGISTER

LONEER.




L
INFORMATION

s o =
COMES AT \ ;

oot | cAPTaIN. 4

Scomes N S /\ P—
(WELLZ) :

S #

—

NOW THAT You
HAVE CONSULTED
WITH YOUR HELPERS

LET Us plscuss

WHEN I VISITEQ
THE C

YOUR COUNTR

Y
il LAST YOUR BRETHREN
A JINVITED ME INTO

SOVETHING CALLED
THE GREA

ANTED AND
THE INFORMATION
T REQUIRED.

T ACCEFPT YOUR
YES, THE TSI aN
GREAT GANE.

CHILDREN'S GAME,
SUGGESTING. |
MANY A MAGE

WASTES KIS TIME ‘
WITH SUCH FOOLERY
ANP TRICKS To PUTZLE

T FOUNR IT...INTERESTING, |
ANP HAVE WAITEP FOR ONE
THE OTHERS' CHAMPIONS.
SURELY

Yyou ARE

WELL -VERSED IN IT5 PLAY
NOT SUGGESTING...

To TEST MY OV TRICKS.
CATCH ME IN MY LA/R,

OMEN, ANC T WILL 7ELL
You ABoUT THE HAND.!

i






SORT OF ;
7 QUITE. SAVE

THE GREAT GAVIE |15 A
| COMPETITION AMONG MAGICAL
THE POWERFUL MAGES VERSION OF THE TRAFS ARE
OF MY NATIVE LANC.. HIPE AND HARMLESS... MORE
GO-- T© EMBARRASS |
-- FIND /2 THE SEARCHER

a7 . WHERE

ONE MAGE
SETS UPA
"LAIR" OF TRAES
ANP THE PLAYERS
GO AFTER HIM.

' GooP AT THIS

g K BECAUSE
WY A If{ e Neev THE A5 A YOUNG VAN,
WHY ARE W YW weormarew, Il (7.4 N A LoNes
W I\ MY VEARELE.- ouy TINE SINCE ANY FoOL
A 77 | & HAS CHALLENGED




MINVER, HAS %
YOUR CAPTAIN
FoReoTTEN

WHY WE ARE

" OMEN FORGETS )

NOTHING.

BUT MAGES

MUST BE MAGES, § A

AFTER ALL.

-.
- HAVEN'T P
SEEN ANYONE
USE IT IN

YEARS! Too
\ o8vious.

COME UP!
YOU CAN STIlL
FEEL THE

STAIRS/

LET ME AT LEAST
CAST A FING
7RARS SPELL.

STAIRCASE WITH AN INVISIBILITY |
SPELL CAST UFON (T. A NON-
MAGE WOULP JusT WALK

i‘ INTO THE NEXT TRAF

S
ﬂON?ER'FULI.)’ SIMPLE. A 5P{RAL

I'VE MAGICALLY
SCANNEP THE HALL
UP AHEAP. NOTHING.
PROBABLY THERE!S
SONME PHYSICAL /

TRAE e

You'lL WASTE THE
SPELL. THERE |5
LITTLE THAT CAN

S5[OP A FULL-FLEDGED

Rov

e/

b wrrass

7
e AV

GOLEN] WHEN--

. »

PP
= %‘u N




THIN WooD
PAINTEC
A5 STONE...

A
=

.."'9 COVERING
Z_ A CHUTE.

>

OVER SOME
TYPE OF EOUNDRY
FURNACE.”

" BUT YU/
MAY cALL ME

N
gLave Lke J§
b\ a'Novice. 4

AH, LITTLE
STONE -ROSE,
BUT AN ON/'5 '
TRUE POWER... §




HERE IN THE

EST, LITTLE ROSE
OF SIONE, I AM

CALLEP AN
OBRE MAGE...

YOU'RE CAUGHT,
MAGE. THIS GAME
|5 OVER.”




NO GAP FOR EVEN A
SWORP BLAPE TO
FRY IT UF

ANP MINPER 'S
BEEN PITCHED
INTC THE FIRE

UNLESS THE HEAT 1S OF
THE, INTENSITY OF A RED

PRAGONS BREATH, IT
SHOULDP NOT HARM HER

L] 3 BUT I'M SURPRI
STRONGEST . SED
15 MELTEC... ; 50’251%”:.5 ;vggw

THE Mo.ST \ s

VALIANT (5 : o, Sy 1
CHARMED-- _ O\ P n DEVICE. _

THINK ABOUT 7HI.S, AGRIVAR.
GONDAL THE SAGE KNOWS
ABOUT THE HANE. WHAT IF
HE WANTS IT FOR HIMSELF? = i

WOULPN'T THIS / YES, You

INANE GAME BE ; m,% BE

A SUFFICIENT \ "RIGHT.

GUISE TO LEAD N

us ALL To OUR
PEATHS =

BELIEVE THAT
EVEN HumAaNS |
WOULP PLAY SUCH |
STUPIP GAME.

ON PURPOSE.

/ WE'LL comE
[ BACK WITH MORE
SPELL ~-POWER.
LETS FINP A
L\ POOR OR
b WINFOW ANC..
Ty

50 MUCH FOR
THE POORS...

{ I 'III:;; e 0




“.. CARE o ook
FOR WINCOWS 7™

Ny

Ny

: L. :

¥ 50 YOU THINK Y2
GoNVGY HAS §
THE MAGIC €
WHATSIS 7

“-courTESY % e

T S | S
f | KNOW WHO!

SERVICES/ ! PATROLL!N?' J
T B pTCAREA 4

07 THAT'S
WHAT My

J

MY SOURCE N
AlLso SAYS THAT |
T MIGHT NOT <
7 BE cGonNpAL
YOUR MAGE |5
_ PEALING WITH.

=
(S
..-""
»




¢ ."‘vA".'-n.. \

R e
a9

“AND WHY 15
YOUR SOURCE
INTERE STED

(—-THeRE'S 1o
\ " ONLY-.

.. POESN'T THAT
ARMOR GET DRAFTY
SOMETIMES 7

OH, T'LL JusT
i\ BET M5,




b, WONPERFUL /... o ! SOON THEY
- e e
... THEY ARE NOT ONLY 10 BATTLE
TAKING PAMAGE FROM MIE--ER...
my LITTLE PETS, BUT
THEY ARE WASTING
MAGC AS WELL S

SOMEONE
'HAS BREACHED
HOUSE SECURITY.
HOW AMUSING.

. ONE OF
MY GUARD.S
LIES STILL BUT
NO INTRUPERS
INSIGHT.

AN OPEN =
WINPOW Z
INVEEPD...

THEY WILL
) SURELY FIND
ENOUGH PEATH
) To 6o AROUNEZ
BUT MEANWHILE --

--OUR PRIMARY
GUESTS ARE NEARLY
THROUGH THE

SKELETONS.

UNHOOP THE
LIZARP ANP COME
ALONG, YOUNG
STONE -ROSE.
WE'VE FLACES

w0 6&0..




MAGIC : - ‘
7 I CAN'T TURN
MISSILE. AlL OF THEM/
THERE ‘RE ToO
/MANY.S :

7o
L

T'VE TRIED.. THEY'RE
RESISTANT TOVE ...

= ... WHATEVER "3
POWERS T '
HAVE LEFT/ S I

COME ON, LADS,
THESE ARE ONLY
SKELETON.S. WE
HAVE AR/VIIES
OF THEW1 POWN
SOUTH. d

WHY, ONE TIME, T
88 [ WAS IN THE JUNGLES
_ OF CHILT, SURROUNDEQ
AN BY FIFTY SCREAMING -

: -—WWFFE/

[ WHY, You
\ SNEAKY...

A




NOT WORTH
A MAJOR

BOLT 15 NOT

A MAJOR SPELL.
NOW...

THEN LETS
FING [SHI AND
MINPER AN&' GET
AWAY. T CAN
TELEFORT US
ALL cchE WE'RE

SPELL, EH ' A
LIGHTNING ST T
b5/ - Z

MINOR CUTS

IT LOOKS
LIKE OUR HOST

WITHOUT SAYING
GOOP-BYE.
SHALL WE PRESS
: ON?

: "caﬁf flé‘fﬂ’ WOUNZS



AH... HERE
AT LAST.
"}

I TRUST You
ENJOYEP THE
GAME.

-/ THE GAE END.S YOW/!
| ONLY A WORTHERN
A\ Woulp PUT VOLCANIC FITS
N\ ANP UNPEAD CHATTEL IN
A GAME.”

"NOT IF You REALLY N\
WANT TO WiV
THE GAMES.... A0

/ [#7mans: roerect macicz |
HESUPTO T

oU CHALLENGEP -
Uus 1o FIND You, SOMETHING.
GONPAL, AND WE I'M GETTING I

HAVE. ENE FINISH.
THAT POES IT.

WE'LL TAKE OUR FRIENP.S
NOW WITH THE INFORMATION
ON THE HANP OF VAPRAK,
AND BE GONE!

A STRONG PE?F&T,-' - ———

€\ MAGIC REAPING. ¥ BRACE
_ 40\ YOURSELE.. J

o "\‘— _' 3 i i

Lo 2!

/1
TRANS: "DISPEL
Maeic

& 45 you caN
. S5EE FooLS..




[ MINDER WAS COVERING
A BAS..

A AN ILLUSION!

COVER YoUR FYFS/
THE BASILISK'S
GAZE TURN

& --WHEN You
CAN'T EVEN
LOOK INMY

PIRECTION?

[SHI

D BARASUNVIE!
S S70F THE
STRANGERS!




é‘ " THE LAST
BASILISK T

REFLECTION.

SOMETHING
TO BE SAIP
FOR mﬂlﬂ’

AFTER ALL.
MEANWHILE ...

i

PON'T” LOoOK
INTO THE
EVES..

JUST LET
INSTINCT GUIPE
YOUR HANDS..

—-78 —




GORNAK...

YOU'VE WON
Zed
7'l BE éﬂcx

I5HI, TAKE THE

MAGE sAcK oMy sur GG’R'NAK. ms i
QUARTERS AND mmvm WILL 'PERISH |
BIND HIM TIGHTLY : ESS WE PROVIDE

- AlC YOW.

AH, LITTLE
STONE -ROSE,
HAVEN'T YOU HEARD
THE PHRASE...

YOU'RE
WMOT EVEN
rEAING ! |

YSELF 7




STILL... ON
FIRE /

- CAUSE HERE
COMES THE
i CAVALRY.”-~-







= R\

%@)@00@
Gx@@m\?%

NG HD \]W’\C r7 US$150
(REF

s CAN $185
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MAVIE (S THAT MEANS THAT MY
/?mg‘?lmﬁ ANPP?,%% Toucy sHouLe
vYiNG. ABLE To HEAL

wouneas...

BUT I CAN'T: CANT FOCUS.

zd‘
FALAPIN.
CAN'T CALL THE MAGIC.

CHARIY. TURNED OUT VARTAN HERE,
70 B AN ARTIFACT, , Auelf.
THE HAND OF VAPRAK.
700K [T WITH ME. MY
MISTAK

FLESH

A\ N TRANSFORMED
' 70 STONE

16 HI5 SPIRIT SCREAMING B
OR (5 THAT TUST A
TRICK OF A DVYING i
MIND?, \

VARTAN AND
Z BROUGHT
THE HAND T2

Zizas




WE CONTACTEP A SAGE
NAWIED BONZAL...

... AION'T KINOW HE WAS
REALLY ANV OBRE MAGE
NAMIEC GORNAK.

THE HALFLING STOLE THE
HANG FrROV] LS, BUT LOST
IT_TC ANCTHER THIEE ALL
OF U5 WERE BACK WHERE
WE STARTEZ

WE SHoulP HAVE
PECTECZ Nor ' CHARTVIER [SH/
SR NN THE KOZAKURAN.

ORPERED
HER TO
KHe ME.

MY NAVIE (S
FRIAM AGRIVAR.
' WL ANGELS
i THE My O PEVILS WAIT
oyve. %ﬁm Sn e e

SWCE >
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MAYBE BOTH... 7

PRAGONBAIT,
WE NEEP A
HEAL HERE.

f‘

JEFF GRUBB RAGS MORALES PAVE SIMONS TIM HARKINS GENE PANGELL ELLIOTS, MAGGIN
WRITER FPENCILS IVAS LETT Oy ECITING

ERS COlORS




FIGGEREP You GUY.S
MIGHT GET IN TROUBLE,
S50 T RECRUITEP SOME
LOGAL TALENT TO HELF.

THE WOMAN
A
BlG LIZARD |15
PRAGONVEA,

GLOWING 7

THE BLAST
FURNACE WAS
NOT HOT ENOUGH

TO MELT ME -~

00 5 S
A ' TO COME 7




ARE You ‘
up 10 TS NICE
FIGHTING?

GOOP. WE'LL
HELP WE CAN
GET. THE HAND
MUST BE
NEARB).
WE PON'T HAVE

MAYBE T'LL
EXPLAIN LATER.

I APPRECIATE
THE ME"( F(

ARE
tNTER’éfTEP
IN THIS
HAND Z

AT ME.

PON'T i-cn.ox‘xg ‘5{! )
- & 7 .:~‘
P%;A%PAK ‘]} )A_‘




HEAR ME WELL, ALWAYS mexe THESE HERCES E BANP OF SUCH HEROES,  \, )
AALAGINV. T'LL Y vé' \{ WERE NVoT THE epa A YOUNG wrznewausu
MAKE THLS BRIEF ro Ff@HT Ew PERFECT OR AlL- Ac;nwsm POWERFUL O/ WHO
THE WISE BEIN65 OF HIMSELF HAP MAGICAL ABILITY
REALMS‘ WHOM THEY HA
TEN‘ mw OFF '
THE BARP.S

Y

Kvow
ONl AS GORNAK
THE OGRE MAGE.

"“THE HERDES
%W#s I

"' THAT SHOULP HAVE
BEEN THE ENC OF (T.-.

|"Bur 17 WASN'T...|

"Ezmw.sme THE Youne
Wiz OUNP GREAT
g;% EE TV THE




("THE ON/ HAD GAINEDR HIS,
gffmﬁ PEAL W.WW peak b
e e,
zfé@_’%ﬁf a@e‘e_fgmﬁu

Sy

e -
e w2
LIFE.

THE CALL
FINALLY CAVIE. .OR Tt
ELMINSTER SENT ME REMOVE (T
| ANP MY COMPANION EVER
EITHER TO RETRIEVE FROM THE
| THE HANP... HUMAN
SPHERES.

THIS OGRES PAW
HAS LUREP MEN

--THE ONLY SIN
5 1 NG THAT

€ POWERFU N LETTI
G L e e e
M SUHS A Wil éE%V

THERE |5 NO
SV IN FALLING
UNPER (15 SUBTLE
INFLUENCE.
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".. [S THAT, WE ARE |
NOT 700 LATE--

\

N

NoW, CAPTAIN
OMEN. THAT THE
HANPD |5 BACK

e T };r}gusﬁr :

; z. i AIT

e’ Jofw YOUR
SHIF

N N

SR\
e

N & prooN--2 §
CAN SHOVE THAT




N 2% a %
. D remper, 1emPer, @
WizARZ L

You COULPN'T suc:K THE

(| YOLK FROM AN EGG, GORNAK. —|
A SHou LUNG seaa,ae HAS
MORE PIGNITY THAN You'.”

y
REMEMBER, T KNOW

,_3 .

Amow
5PEAK Kmmy
ANy welté? AND

WELL SEE WHO PoEs ’
THE BEGOING W A
A el
LET YOUR F’RfPPfNG HICE,
VANGLE ON YOUR BONES!

—-91-



s CEATH
% FEEL,%! 1z

Y o you

L0,
BRIoP THE

I AM PYINVG.
EVEN MY NATIVE
.5 CANNOT
CURE THE Ror
. WITHIN ME.

T OVERWHELMS,

EVEN THE PONER

OF YOUR LITTLE
%

=) i.l‘" \
WHAT You FEEL
15 THE FAIN T

ENDURE EVERY
VAY OF My LIFE.”

. THEN I WILL ENMP THAT
; LIFE FG’E You. €




T WANT To
- A S . ; BURN You THE
e AN k%, THE WAY You
SURRENDER, } \ e HE Y
VILLAIN. /

w & --THE OGRE MAGE'S

73 A [FRN A
ARRRGHGH

WEAPON (S USUALLY...




CAUGHT HER
BLAPE JusT
IN TIME... /

-9y —



IN A CHARMED
STATE.. MOVEMENTS
CLUNKY...

URP)S TM FIGHTING

PEFENSIVELY...
T'LL h;ﬁve 0
oG, i HURT HER...
FIGHTING TC
KL/

» UNLESS--

FORGET THE
ELEMENTAL ANP
o> |SHI! GET OMEN!




50 THIS |5 THE
MIGHTIEST WARRIOR
THEY CAN SENP ME..7

lnnnn

NOT WITH AIM LIKE
THAT, HALFLING.

HANK Yo,
L FOXILEN.’

HEY, NO NOW THAT YOU'VE HAD
1 OLIR FUN,LET ME SHOW
FAIR / ymf vfu THE HAND

AT
CAN PO...




WHO PIP V=
THATZ/7Z

GIVE ME YOUR
PEST SPELL,
MAGEUNﬁ

USING THE HANG, THERE
(5 VO MAGLC...

THANK

-« 50 YOU ARE
"NOT MY TARGET/

PWALIMOR
OMEN...

I PON'T K

HEL?Z our.

oW MUcCH LONGER
H cé" ULD HAVE

—-97-




THE OTHERS @
WILL FALL A
EASLY. S

4TI
| HL‘:‘ PDWER 1S .
IN THE }Vﬁﬂp 4%

TYR GUIVE
my Aim...
d







NoO./ WE'VE
GoT TO GET
R/P OF THIS!
BEFORE GORNAK

RECOVERS.”

¥ WITH THE HAND . i N L7 WARRIOR, I CAN GET R/P OF
CHOPPEPD LOOSE, bt - P THE HANV, BUT WE NEEP TO M
THE ELEMENTAL W 2 =N\ N\ GET TOo MY SHIP, mow's M)
PISSOLVED... Y AL )

ouT OF THE M\
ut-"'&-‘a /

) i 1 .m. S \
WX GIEE
M" CG’!NG WN N

GO AHEAD /

T MUST RETRIEVE
e RN )




7 QUICKLY NOW,

( seFoRE We HAVE )

\ “ACHANCETO , )
RECONSIPER’ y

T I 17 T T o

O’ngn\;ggfme WAYETD - smsmma = TR
N — SHOULP HAVE PONE ) .
. HANG, OF caue_sef e THS FIRST.

{nﬁ.‘)h II \lj[-. %




ALl THE Bors

COMBINED-"

IT 15 A POCKET
CYVIENS/ON, USEP
BY MY PECFLE TO

PISPOSE OF

LUVWANTEL..

Now, PRIAM
AGRIVAR.

WE'LL BE
LOSING... !

y/ - WAIT/-- WE

CAN'T Just

I THINK... T AN ) \\(¢

CONTROL 1T/ '
T CAN S7/LL UNLOCK
(TS SECRETS..




I CAN'T AFFORP RR EN/ )
\ TO LOSE IT/ il

... WE MusT :
, PESTROY IT -~ -- BEFORE [T
= PERSUAPES US




You, PRIAM
AGRIVAR... .1 woulp
NOT HAVE
BEEN ABLE
10-- WHAT?

THE SAGES
TOWER 7

— 104 -

I

NEARLY FORSOT

SOMETHING IN
THE RUSH.




I £Asy, LAn. Y THAT WOULD RUN YA
- Gy ' ABOUT TWO HUNNERT )
| GoLp, SMALL ONE. e

SPELL Lt |
LEAVE YOoU A ] YOU, ON THE
LITTLE STIFF, |/ OTHER HANE,
BUT NO REAL [ TETSUSAN,X
[\ HARM PONE. LOOK LIKE A
WHITE- HOT IRON
; ROP QUENCHED P
Too QUICKLY.

P17 MATTERS
" LITTLE ROSE,
a; AM IN NO

AT, o s
You WOULPN'T WOULD A LIZARD
KNOW 'ABOUT MY...

My FRIENG
TOLD ME THAT
YOUu NEEDED 2

e

YOU'RE SURE

{ You WON'T cHANGE 15

YOUR MING Z

9 NO THANKS.
T'VE ONVE WIZARD

\ EXPECTING ME TO_ }

\ PO HIS FETCH-AND-

\ CARRY. I PON'T
\ NEEP A SECONP.

N
‘J’a‘m

= ¥ 7ET5USAN-IRON |
| Feieno--£5.m

HE APPEARS
RATHER THAN
WHAT HE (5.

HE SAY.5 YOUR
g%,ov%zy HAS
you mu:?? ST/ Rz-';i,vm‘ N
YOUR SPIRIT TO RE-
ENTER THE LIGHT.




I LEAVE PHILOSDPHY
Jﬁﬁ’%ﬁgw

7 LIVE AND
FORGIVE. THAT
WAY LIES PEACE”.

T\

BESIPES, SHAPOWDALE

15 LANPLOCKER. YOU

COULDPN'T 54/t THERE
IF You WANTEP TO.

[ YOU'D BE SURPRISEL
YOUNG LADYI WHERE

WE CAN SAIL IWHEN
WEN WANT To.

IF WE SEE THIS
ELMINSTER BEFORE
YOU PO, WE'LL GIVE

HIM YOUR REGARDS.

.. A_FOUNTAINV O
PR TN TS
g OLD HOUSE.

PLE TONS\ 2=
WORK | >

o
ON TOP OF THAT ... AND LET'S
OGRE MAGE... ~ SEE TRY 10

REGENERATE HIS
WAY out oF THAT /

: ™ e
HIm




A CHARMEPD INPIVIPUAL
ANNOT INS

--ANC WHILE You
WoulLl NOT NORMALLY
ATTACK A FRIEND WE

THEN To AYolD AND IF YoU PUFS ARE
THIS HAPPENING THROLIGH LOLLYGAGGING,
AGAIN, WE OUGHT WEVE GOT A MISSION
TO BECOME FRIENDS. TO ACCOMPLISH.

@3 “LIVE AND
&> rFoRGIVE”




N

if()l\(v() INC
L ‘\(AU\\S




| 7€ paveLanes: | /IO5T OF THE FOLSS OF THE

UNFORTUNATELY, THEY LIVE IV AN
EXTRAORDINARY WORLL--




OFF THE COAST OF
BaLPURS GATE:




A INTROPUCTORY COURSE IN PRAGON THINKING

PART THE FIRST BY :
JEFF GRUBE - WORPS
RAGS MORALES - PENCILS
AVE SIMmovs - INKS
GENVE PANGELO - COLORS

7IM HARKINS - LETTERS

ElLlor 5. MAGGIN
TRANSLATIONS




/' KEEP THE WHEEL N
0 A STEAPY COURSE,
MINDER.

N

_\\\\\\\\\\\\\ \Jn

)

fﬂw

L WE'RE ALMOST
OUT OF SIGHT
OF LAND

MR. CARDLUCK, PULL THE
FULL ANP MAINSAILS. WE
PIMENSION OUT AS SOON
AS THE CITY PROFS
UNPER THE HORIZON.

( CAPTAIN.THE )

\ “HalFLING.. [ =
[ [ /CAN HE MANAGE THE SAILS

|

P NOW, T CORDIALLY
INVITE YoU AND VARTAN
1O COME BELOW VECKS 4

PTVE SOMETHING
THAT M%ﬁ’?ﬁ?&‘sr

7 =
ACTUALLY, SOMETHING —
8 ‘RieReis me oY ) =
DECK, ALREADY.

-nz-



WHAT ARE YoU
POING, |5HI
\BARASUME ?

WRITING MY FATHER,
VARTAN HAl SYLVAR.

T AM TELLING HIM OF
R ADYENTURE._.?_HHND

F (#]
O PR,

¢

NO DISHONOR
IN THAT, TRUE.

BUT WHEN I FOUGHT YOUR
FRIEND, ﬂ@gg\g}?, I Pwso

.. [T WILL SAPPEN MY
FATHER TO LE&%RN I FOUGHT
POORLY EVEN IN AN
ENSORCELED STATE.

HONOR, " BAD ENOUGH THAT THE
PFAUGH ! ELVES CARRY THEIR
BLOOP OATHS AND
VENPETTAS-- BUT THAT
HUMIANS SHOULP APE
SUCH FOLLIES...

« AREN'T YOUR LIVES
ENOUGH
WITHOUT WASTING

PRECIOUS TIME
WORRYING ABOUT
™ HONOR Z i

-13 -

THIS & ngﬂ-‘s
€ WILL RZ;
HE WIiSRa% i




WHAT po
You 7HIVK,
AGRIVAR?,

ACTUALLY. T
PON'T KNOW
WHAT IT'S
SUPPOSED
10 BE,

WHY, IT'S THE
ASTROLABE OF MMBRAL,
OF COURSE, THE HEART OF
THE SHIP. WITH [T WE CAN
\ TRAVEL THE LENGTH AND SURELY
O YOUR LATE

HER
| il e
PEVI

ALTH OF THE
REALMS AT WILL.
CES.

GOy T

=i i,
PR e o O - SRS e e it




OH WELL. UNPERSTANPABLE,
1 SUPPOSE.

THIS |5 A RARE
PEWCENEVEN N

MY NATIVE
HALRUAA.

NOW THAT WE'RE
AWAY FROM THE
EYES OF THE
MAINLAND...

Tﬂwi‘ CAN PAY ﬁp%%!g
ELMINSTER.

ANOTHER ARTIFACT ACROSS
SAGE ZHAVEN'T A CONTINENT.

-l
THATS A

SECRET WE
couLp USe N
OUR oWwnN

y PUT ELMINSTER LIVES
IN SHAPOWLALE ...
HUNPREPS OF MILES
FROM HERE, WITHOUT
§ A SEAPCRT. You
\ CAN'T GET THERE
= FROM HERE.

THATS WHERE

YOURE WRONG,
AGRIVAR. You
CAN'T GET THERE
FROM HERE/B)’

-15 -



.. WE ENGAGE THE ASTROLABE,
AND CIVIEN.S/ON OUT -~

Far

I PIP NOT MEAN TO
OFFENC... ONLY TO POINT

\ OUT THAT “HONOR” |5 A |2
N\ CONCERN OF THOSE it

i ENORETH /--

, THE LIGHTS

WITH MORE TIME
To--

CALIM YOURSELF,
GOLDEN ELE

\\

—

et

\\\\\\\h

- 116 -



“WE HAVE
ARRIVED,

Wdan 1 /f
SN T Nl

—_— S a i .' B A}
W ITIS,ISN'TIT? - SWe 3 ﬂgﬂgﬁ%ﬁ&e
15116 éﬁfﬁfﬁ?ﬁ; (E) TO SHORE AND f’ui
| TELEFORTER. WITH \ Ay i w:
IT WE CAN HOP FROM
\ ANYWHERE TO ANYWHERE
\ I\ ELSE IN THE REALM.S
AT WILL.

-N7-



CﬁPTﬁfN IF
WE'RE HEADING

T'S ALWAY.S BETTER ) o
15 ARRIVE QUIETLY-- S22

; ' =~ o
P --GAUGE THE N\ 20N B A S : ... AND HAVE THEM
REACTIONS OF 3 g VI : WONDERING ABOUT You/
\ THE LOCAL —— 7 W INSTEAP OF WHAT You
POPULACE ™ — =\ erHTNB}%S.gRRY{Né

SPEAKING OF )
THESE "RUSTICS,
CAPTAIN...
(TS LOOSE

NO FRIEND{.?’
P@oﬂe Fouow
MY LEA

- [T SEEM.S ONE
HAS FOUNP US.




HAIL ANP A THANK THE I WAS UNAWARE WE
FINE pAY, GoRS YOU'VE WERE EXPECTER
GOOPMAN.

ARRIVED SUH.

WHAT my PERSONAL
CLERIC MEANS |5 THAT
WE PIP? NOT EXPECT AN
APVANCE scodT To
GUIPE Us TO

ELMINSTER OF
SHAPOWPALE.

ANP LORD MOURNGRYM OWMEN OF HALRUAA

BUT DION'T ELMINSTER NO MAN SENCS
SENP YoU HERE 7 ANYWHERE.




Pl ki

/ﬂ,a

/"f

. - A :.'.
Ql“--—m‘\-\n" N .
. /. /’ = ’

ey
PRAGON.

/A ivg._




GOOP FARMER, |F THAT
BEAST |5 PESPOILING
YOUR LANZ..

THATS A BRONZE PRAGON.

THEY'RE SUPPOSEL
TO BE GOOQ..LAWFUL.

COULPN'T TELL YoU. BUT THERES
BEEN_A HEAP OF THEM IN THE

>P€LE.9 THE FAST FEW WEEKS.

A Bl
REC'UN ATE
MY BROTHER'S
STEER, AND

NOW 7#/5.

HOLP YOUR
SWORP.S,
[5HI.

WHY WoulLp ONE
TURN INTO A
MARAUPER T

PON'T KNOW
WHY HES HERE,
ANP T PON'T
FRANKLY

ALL SAINTS /
A GOLEM.!

al

¢l

V¥

-121-






A BRONZE
PRAGON BREATHES
LIGHTNING ©

(T JustT
BREATHED
A GAS THAT
SLOWED MINDER
POWN

b .ix%%{r :

P, i

10 THEM S

£ merovep )
\_INVISIBILITY

THERE WILL

& NO
PAMAGE,
GOOF MAN,
WITH LUCK.

-123 -

~ e

Al

K, HuH-’
CORN- SARNED
PVENTLY

RERS!



=1
'II

\!kf\ “
sl
'“& ! e

et
%
bt

... T'VE BEEN
LOOKING FOR
A FINE GROUP
O'HEROES
AS...

—124 -




. T'LL JUST HAVE
10 SEND YA
FACKING !

N
VARTAN / PUT ME DOWN./

S\

™ AN




Z

L

7
/ NS

o

FOKY, WHEN ~ )
YoU SE€ ARMOR
OR [AWS, 00K

FOR A..."

y

COME TO THINK OF (T, NOM
SAID, " VON'T EVER BACKSTAB
ANYTHING BIGGER THAN




MINDER,
ARE You
ALL RIGHT

I SHOULD
V> TELL YA,
¥ (_GREYBEARD...

.; i
i
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ONE MORE 7

ANP WHAT PO
You/ THINK You
CAN po, BoYO?




You ARE NOT
EVIL, THEN.

SEVEN
HEAVEN.S, NO.
WHERE PIC

1AM
MURILANTHATHENES
THE BRONZE.IM
LOOKING FOR S0ME

STURPY BI-PECS TO
HELP ME...

WHaT Y TELL ME--YOU'RE SUNNING
ATTACK Z». YERSELF AND A B(G [RON
STATUE POKES Yo/ ON
THE NOSE. WHAT PO

You

po =

1 DID WHAT ANY SANE IT SHOLILD HAVE SENT
CREATURE WoulLb Po-- YA RUNNING LIKE THE
HIT YoU WITH GAS A
UNTIL T FOUNR OUT
YOU WEREN'T QUT =
TO KILL ME, J

WHY DOES A
PRAGON NEDED

R HELP

-

SOMEONE.
15 KILLING
THE GREAT
PRAGONS




HOGSLOF.”

WHAT SHouLe

IT MATTER IF
MECN

S0 E |5
FIGHTING PRAGONS 7
THAT HAPPENS ALL
THE 7IVIE.”

I PIPN'T SAY MEZ...AM I
FIGHTING, ‘?5%1.'0 ELNVIUNSTER ?7‘{5
KILLING. BEHEADING. N OVER-RATED? W,

ME MATES ARE SCARED..

ples.-- SPEAKING WITH PWALIMOR

~ o7EN OF HALRUAA, AND

-- [N LANRS NOW OCCUPIED !
E ( THE LOWL/E.ST MAGE OF
BY MIEN, OF COURSE._A pmy R ot bl moge

T'lL HAVE You KNOW,
H A

2
=
=
=

KNOWLEPGE AND POWER
MoRe oFTEN \ L THAN ANY OF THESE
A FEEBLE-MINDED HEDGE

BUT I CAME
LOOKING FOR HELF
IN PARTICULAR

WIZARRZS OF THE NORTH.
~~—

Y T——

ELMINSTER THE )
SAGE OF SHAPOW- A5 FOR MY
ﬂma I TAK@ IT COMFANIONS,
YOU ARE THAT ;gz%gf J}L
AUGUST PERSON? THE FIRST

WATER ...

WELL, IF YOURE NOoT ™
THIS ELMINSTER, YOU

CERTAINLY SOUNP LIKE
YOU'® FIT THE BILL .

(/4
INTERESTEPZ

—-130 -



EXPLAINED WHY WE
SHOULD HELP
You.

BECAUSE (F YOU/ PO NOT, A FLIGHT OF Goor
ANP EVIL PRAGONS WILL SWOOP POWN LOOKING
FOR HOMES AND SLISTENANCE.

AND, AS THE HALFLING NOTES, WE
WILL PRY FOR YOUR AI.

THE ELF 15 RIGHT IF\
YOU'RE S0 GOOD AND
LAWFLL, WHY DON'T

You JusT CALL THE
WATCH, OR THE
GUARAS OR
SOMETHING.

P LIKELY OO
ik FOR FRYEE

HMMIM... LOOKS
LEGIT. TETHYRIAN
WORKMANSHIF.
FOURTH PYNASTY.

S\Y pcraiiy s
2~ ./ 7#/RD PYNASTY...
| %DE 8Y JUBAL

N,

THE CRAFTER.




4:;;.. s

OF COURSE, WHAT
WOULD A "FEEBLENINOED

PERMIT ME TO INTROPUCE MYSELE
ELIMUN.

(S5TER, THE OVER-RATEP

A
HEPGE WIZARD OF o ANP PLEASED TO TELL THEE...

THE NORTH “ KNOW...=

1 RE.;};?;.SA N
( 7 I
SHADOWDTLE ¢

BO5.5, |5 THIS THE PART WHERE
WE RAZZLE-PAZZLE THE
RUSTICS =

JOIN U5 NEXT MONTH TO WATEH
OWEN TRY 70 RENCVE HIS
FOOT FROM HIS MOUTH ./

-132-






The Dragonreach Saga
BOON 2 0F 4




RN,

LocaLl TALES SAY A GREAT
GREEN LRAGON MAKES HER

| LAIR AT ?WEMSE@“A
N GREAT MAN

X

o
3 \\fﬁkﬁ w\m""*\: Gk

“YES. SHE SWEL B 3
S [

|

"OF COURSE, SHELL
HAVE 10 BE AWAKE
ANC AWARE...

-135 -



\.—- rv P .
S W SO <
“.70 meeT HER FINAL | ! &
I

‘if;r
|2

JOSTAPR 4 N\ NESA

= et | Q& [ ez v B2
\ NN =
e
“‘g‘\\\\
-
"ONE MORE

HARVEST... S

a2 1y,
72

pAWN OF
Bl

JEFF GRUBE wores
RAGCS MORALES PENCILS
& SIMONS INKS
GENE PANGELC (COlORS
TN HARKING  [ETTERS

APVICE Ghd
ELLIOT ©.MAGGIN NOOPEING

®




\ " 7
-- WHO ART THOU AND ! . ’:,: = /
WVHY HAVE YE COME ;
TC SHAPOWLALE =

1 AM CAPTAIN
OWALIMOR OMEN,
FULLY ORPAINED AND
PRACTICING MAGE OF

HALRLIAA ANP WIZARD

OF THE CRIMSON BANNER,

SLAYER OF THE GREAT WRAITH

OF THE PAMPAS ANP LEAPER
OF THIS COMPANY, THE CREW
OF THE REALMS MASTER.

MY GUESS, = )
LAPIES AND eyl
/__L—"—a.‘
; .\
el .

CERTAINLY
HOPE 50.




LORD MOURY
AMCATHRA, RULER OF

SHADOWPDALE, AND
LHAED, MY SCRIBE . L&

TELL QUICKLY
NOW. WHAT 5 THY
PURPOSE HEREZ

I AM ELMINSTER.

INIONS BE
MY COMIFA, s

CRACK SHOT
WITH AILS
CROS5BOW.

rom Yol
SERVANT, AL/AS
OF JHE AZURE |
BONAS. THE

PISPOSEP OF, NN
AND TS5 FORMER |\
MASTER SLAIN |
2\ AND BURIED. 4

ASKEP Us TO
CONVEY THIS
INFORMATION TO

THEE...ER, YO/,

ANP IMPLIER THAT
WE woulLp Beg
WELCOME N
SHAPOWPALE

AT THE TOWER
OF ELm.'NerR.

IF WE ARE NOT...

5,
WouLP TURN
ASIPE ONE WHO
HAS RESISTED

e T g
1 BH/ WIZARD

E WILL BE ON OUR WAY




AND YoU, GOOP PRAGON:
PID Yol FIGHT FOR THE
HANP AS WELLZ

MURILANTILATHENES
IS THE NAME. MURI
FOR SHORT...

.. ANP T ONLY
CAME TO THILS
LAND LOOKING
FOR HEROELS.

SOMETHING
OR SOMEONVE |5
KILLING A SLEW O'MY A
KINDRED, GOOP AND BAD, )

POPIES BEHIN'AS A
WARNING.

UNLESS WE CAN
FIND SOMEONE WHO

CAN PEAL WITH THE
MATTER SOCN, THE
ONLY CHOICE o'mY
KINPRED 15 TO TAKE

FLIGHT TO MORE
HOSPITABLE LANPS.

THE RESULTS Woulp
BE CATASTROPHIC: .

’W@ . INPRESSIVE.
2 V32 11 woulp ge
AN WORTH THE 50UL
RNNG oF ANy mAN, ELE
OR HALFLING TO

1 A [V

SOMETIMES, ISHI,
LARGE NUMBERS
OF PRAGONS PESCEND
ON THE CIVILIZED LANGS A
OF MEN AND ELVES.

-139 -



T GLAPPENS
ME HEART TO
HEAR YA SAY

THAT, GOLDEN ELE
ME KINDRED, GOOP
AND BAD, ARE NOW
IN COVGRESS, TO
PETERMINE WHETHER
TO FIGHT OR FLEE.

IF THEY CAN'T
PETERMINE WHO
15 POING THIS
T© THEM, AND

Y-

THEY WILL
TAKE FLIGHT

- SPREAPING
THE PEATH AND
PESTRUCTION.

THEN LET ME
VOLLUNTEER THE
SERVICES OF MY
COMPANY, OLD BoY,
T© VISIT THE PRAGON
CONGRESS AND FIND

OUT IWHAT THEY WANT.

LRAGON-PEALERS You
SHALL NOT FIND FROM
HERE TO HALRUAA.

MINCER,
HERE, HAS THE
HARD SHELL AND
HEARTH- FORGED
HEART. PERFECT
FOR DEALING
WITH PRAGONS--~ [5H/ 15 A
P SWoRPSWOmMAN
W/ X RENOWNED IN
N\ FOUR KINGPOMS
IN KARA-TUR -~

PRIAN AGRIVAR,
A PALAPIN, MIND You,
15 THE SPAWN OF
OLP O5TUS HIMSELF--

AN
SWVAR |5 A CLERIC
OF ENORETH LABELAS,

THE GOD OF LONG LIFE,

WHY, FOXY CARPLUCK 15 MY OWN SCRIBE;
FIRST MATE AND BUSINESS MANAGER.

I THOUGHT
TO BRING HIM

WirH me To
SHAPOWDALE
WHILE MY CREW .
SPEAKS WITH
THESE DRAGONS §
WIZARDS AND
HALFLINGS
MIGHT SPOOK
THEM , You

—1HO -



I CAN VOUCH FOR
E HMMM. THAT, YOUR GRACE,
BUT THERES ANOTHER
PROBLEM...

VERY WELL, THEN,
THY CREW GETS

THE FIRST CHANCE.-. -
P BUT AT THE \ TWO OR THREE
FRST S/IGNOF \ |3 OF THE LIGHTER
RoupLe ey |ENL, FOLK, BUT THE
SHALL RETURN?Z TRON LASSIE

15 BeEYOND MY

— 7 TRUE, AN A "\ --BUT SOUTHERN

. T GOLEM CANNOT \  MAGIC 15 NOT
(OB FALL TO NORMAL WITHOUT (TS

MAGICS.. 7 OWN POWER.

o MRcARDLUCK, N ey | / € -
| SN ‘”$ N SCROLLFZZ, "_ _ ;
SPOM, : Ry ) R 2
4 X ’..‘.-J.:- I. .I'-. I I ‘..
&) i i
G Ne=Rt

"
ST
A T T
i
LT N
AN . !

1 . m
A ELMINSTER--

3
S
2
3

\

[11}

X

\

a

i/l
iy

k/




/73
W g™
<

| IPF ALY
0L
L\ e

™ Vol

I'VE BEEN
LOOKING FOR
AN EXCUSE TO

/. THOUGH YE d
( SHOUL? NOT HAVE

WASTED THE \
ARSI . \)‘M},‘\ grr

FTHE Goop  ( ER..ELMINSTER... ) [
FARMER HERE..

WE sHoULD BE
GETTING BACK, [\
mY FRIENE. -

) —

1 PROMISEL HER
I'P BRING You HOME AS
QUICKLY AS POSS(BLE.

. ~__/ BEEN MEANING 0 )
/

[ INTERESTING CAST [T FOR A
« SPELL.

ALL RIGHT LARS,
FING OUT WHAT You

-2 -



WHY PO T - HOW UNLIKE OMEN TO
i FeeL LE5S GO ANYWHERE
- WITHOUT A FULL
ESCORT.

PERHAFS

' KNOWING ]
HE TOOK THE - \ HE mﬂfsmlm
HALFLING THIEF :
WiTH | -

WHAT YA SAID = . AR PE o LT,
ABOUT THE STOPPING - 4l L =X £ 2% 240
OF A DRAGON FUGHT _
BEING WORTH A ___%im\ &K

SOLLT .

U
WORTH AT LEAST
YOUR HONOR, PRAGON,
WHICH 15 MUCH THE SAME Jal§
THING. SHALL WE BE OFF
N\ TO YOUR CONGRESS 7

FUSSY OLP BIRD, SHE
%ﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁ ‘i;i‘e”,?;’ééé’ A GREEN o PREFERS HER INVITES
NAMED IN PERSON.
CHLORAHSKTIR.




N

S N PP IR, THO.SE
BIRDS...

A GOOP PRAGON MOURNING
THE PASSING OF AN EVIL
ONE. I NEVER WouLp
HAVE THOUGHT...

Y

) 3
MURILANTILATHENES, |5
THERE ANYTHING WE CAN--

CHLOOORRRAH.,

WAY To MARK }
A DRAGON'S
FPASSING... d




“../5 A FLVERAL
PYRE” "

AGRIVAR... \
looKk/ =

— L=

——— —
= ) THAT OL =
= CRATER, IT's <

/?@l\% FILLED WTH.. R

e

ISR Tve common
s (- MeeTiNG Grounp L)



MY GOOD BRONZE,I _ N AND THESE GREAT
FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE LORRS HAVE ALL

AMONG THESE CREATURES. )\ SLAIN 7HEIR SHARE
TVE FOUGHT PRAGONS OF ELVES AND MEN,
IN MY TIME.. &7 COLVEN ONE-..

MURILANTILATHENES,
NoBLE BRONZE, T

TAKE IT THERE |S A
REASON FOR BRINGING
THESE SNVALLFL/RS
HERE T

AYE, LAPY ARGENTORK/LLAUR.

HELP FROM HUMANS. BAH 7 LET
US 7AKE THE LAND FROM THE
SMALLFURS BEFORE MORE OF
US DIEZ IT5 THEY WHC MAY A/

THEOLD N
REP SPEAKS

T FEAR T MUST FIRST REPORT
N JHE PASSING OF CHLORAHSKIIR. B¢ HJLLEES. Hi3 WisCoM
Ly Ty we X7 | FASHION, NOBLE

AS FOR THE... BRONZE

SWALLFURS,

THEY ARE THE )
HEROES YoU HAVE ek ARESENCE
ASKEP ME To BRING s = OF SUCH MORTALS

T0 AP IN OUR . S IN OUR MIPST HELP
QUEST... ' OUR PROBLEMSZ,




h)

~ 0

- . BUT THIS |5 NEUTRAL
TERRITORY, ALL DRAGONS
CONSIDERED EQUAL.PRAGON §

POLITICS RULE HERE . A MAZE
OF NUANCE AND FORMALITY, £

FOLLOW '
MY LEAD

AND YA
WON'T GET

: i o
/ Fh i =
/ i 7
L ;// il LN 7/ = £ O
i WHEN I BRING MEN ANPD ELVES w : . |" WELL;;-;,R g!D.ﬁAY I; \
; WAS WORTH You ]

BEFORE US, GREAT SILVER, I
ALSC BRING THEIR GORS...

..ONE O'THESE LAPS |5
A CLERIC OF ENORETH. AND
IT 15 HlS GoPLY HELP WE

MAY BESEECH...

. \ SOUL AN’ HONOR TO
\{r’ft,ﬁ, PINYA Z /

—— -

A\
BRONZE
2
A SMALL \
PISCUSSION, N
[

A\ \ MiLADY. NOW,
3’\ /\PLEASE... ANSNSR
L=

—

" HAVE You W\
L25T YOUR

MIND, PRAGON Z
WHy PIDN'T You |
TELL ME ABOUT 4
\ THIS BEm?E?(

———




.. HAVE THE HATCHIINGS N T 1
BRING FORTH THE CHALICE | £ 7 KN‘;EWNﬁEV ™©
OF PREZ, Wi HO S o
. SLAYING THE ! W\ CAN'T USE THIS

PRAGONS,LAD... / THINGUMMY TO
£ TALK TO YOUR

HONCR ANP
YOUR scUL.

HOLD (T
ALOFT, .
GOLPEN ONE, ]
AND INVOKE 7/ : 1)
THE NAME OF , ? 5

\ 3
THE POWER .- % by '. '
O i

ELVISH TRANS: T
CALL YOU LABELAS...

THIS 15
/NSANE, EVEN
TO HELFP FIGHT

A GREATER
EVIL/

~- STOPPING YOUR
FRIEND NOW WoulLD
PUT HIM IN GREATER
PANGER.




HE CAN'T
HEAR Youl,
FALAPIN.




WHED PARES 7

WHAT SEEKS
O PISTURE THE
GREAT ELVEN
POWERS 7

o AW

g

LABELAS /
my Loro!

MOST NOBLE
BEING, T AM ON A

MIS5ION ON THE BE-
HALF OF THE PRAGONS

OF THE FALES.

THEY SEEK YOUR

WISE COUNSEL,

THE OUTCAST WHO
SLAYS YOUR SCALY
ALLIES WILL So0N
KILL AGAIN. THIS
OUTCAST HIPES oN
THE LONELY MESA
/N THE DESERTLS

MOUTH.

- 150 -

ORAGONS 7
YOU COME ON BEHALF

OF WYRMS AND NOT
YOUR OWN PEOPLE 2

I COME To PREVENT
A GREAT TRAGEPY
FROM BEFALLING
YOUR PEOPLE IN THE
PALES.T MUST DISCOVER
WHAT 5 KILLING THESE

CREATURES.

%

ANP kNOW
THIS, LITTLE
SERVANT. SUCH
INFORMATION
DOES NOT COME
WITHOUT cosT”




NOBLE BRONZE,

IT HAS BEEN A HALF
PATIENCE
HOUR NOW. B’

FATIENCE,
PEAR LAPY,
I'm SURE--

THIS ONE!S
MINC HAS

FLED THIS

1 ( HAVE A cARE, )
~ \_PRAGON. /£

V£ [ 1 HAVE SToop
[ "BYFor THIS |

"\ FOOLISHNESS )

'\ BeYoNC MY L

D PATIENCE.
~ ( VARTAN'S SPIRIT )
\_WILL RETURN... £

. t? THE ANSWER

ol [ YOU ALL SEEK WILL PROP

| ©OUT OF THE SKY FOR
You WITHOUWT FURTHER
INCIPENT.

|

|
|

!\\\!

\
L




OHO./ |5 THE SMALLFUR
CHALLENGING ME Z

GLADLY CONTEST
WITH A HALF-DOZEN A
OF YOUR BREEP
70 PROTECT THE

THAT 15 WHY
MENNOT DRAGON.S,
RULE THE REALMS.

THINK WISELY,
SMALLFUR. ARE
YOU CHALLENGING
ME Z

ouT OF THE

WAY. e A

5

,

AT\ ; 7
¥ \'\, *\\ ' ///
) \ : :
1 i \ .':- ViE '. 2 g /
= “. ..“ .. s

o

\¥ Y
WSS craLience
- \ YOU, PRAGON

-152 -



UNPER WHICH OF YOUR
PRAGONISH RULES OF
CHALLENGE DO You

FIGHT; WYRM Z

BARELY GRABBED
THE ELF IN TIME...

7o you NoT
KNOW, RED
ONE, THAT

INSECTS..




YOU CHOSE <

TO FIGHT
WiTHOU'T
RULES, WYRM...

WHAT MAKES

You THINK T

WwouLp TRY To
MERELY PEFEAT

you
EXCEED
YOUR @uUOTA |
OF GoPS THIS |
DAY, INSECT... £ ]

7 . AND

you HAVE

CcAsT away |
YOUR STING /)




VARTANS g

AGRIVAR....NO...
I'VE GOT THE
INFORMATION...

T MAY =
BE TOO LATE, J

NoW
LET ME
HONOR

. BY
OFFERING
THEM THE

SUFFER/ING
OF A SMALLFUR
WARRIOR /

My FELLOW “«
PRAGONS...
‘ . III /Y7 II {ikl]
) " W
LN

- 155 -
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e \I]lf!

) 'I'r,‘ =
pih i eV . e, |
" TIME 7o HFARVEST T | |\ nadAY ] i
E l_ hl Ii | e |
= i

\\

! 4 I'- e 1 .[.'I.-“ ..'.. \
; I anormer 4 ()
J /l warvest. &\ \\
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2 N~

\ vy = : é

i U By .
V% ‘,'
[]

MY =
N

| X

TYR AND
T 5/

Y -— %FOR‘

!? /%/I l\\\\\\%

T
E7

W
&

-

T WAS
HERE -- SAVED
A\ \ |

s /
\ /

=

N

i | A \~\
Wl () "anvotHeR STEFP A \
rmﬁpmm' \

W



REPTILIAN

A £ <
7. 50 WRAPPED
UP WITH THEIR
HONOR-BATTLE,
THEIR BLoopy
POLITICS...

—-157 -



LAPY ARGENT,
I.. AM...

S50RRYZ SO AM I.

NOW NOWNVE WILL

CONSIPER SUCH

A MEETING SAFE. I

FEAR MANY WILL

HEAD SOUTH WITHIN
THE WEEK.

i{!|
i)
b-“ :

AGRIVAR-ME -
LAD, I HOFPE YOU'RE
ALL RIGHT. T COULPN'T
INTERFERE--IT WAS

AN AFFAIR O'HONCR--

GooP PRAGONS
HOBNOBBING WITH THE
EVIL 7 TRICKING A CLERIC
INTO BEING A GOPLY
CATSFAW = SACRIFICING
MY LIFE To SOME EVIL
CREATURE WHO WouLe
HAVE SLA/NV ME ANG MY
FRIENDS WHILE You sfooP
TO ONE 5IPE, RESTRAINED
BY THIS HovaR =

I WoULP HAVE DIEL IF

NOT FOR YOUR PRAGONKILLER.

ANP AS FAR AS T'MI CONCERNEP

HE CAN KILL OFF THE (LOT
OF You’s

- 158 —






REA

he Dragonweach Saga

CONTINUES




-1e1 -

ONCE I WALKEL AMonNG
OTHER EVIL MEN, BUT
THEY FOUND MY IPEALS
700 FOWdL, ToC
ANGEROUS.

) ALL_THE HARVESTSS BUT ONE

MESES BUT A SINGLE
PIECE.,

...THAT PIECE THAT NOW COMES
Gop-

b 70 ME, GUIPEL BY A

TOUCHER ELFE

OF A DYING SUN... §

. KINOWING THAT 7 BRINGS
THE AN OF 4 NEW AGE -




Wi rr":‘. il

T
I.l'.‘m‘fw| ) }4‘,':,;1‘\)
: f,‘ / v
‘F’“‘mﬂihb- db
Wi |

W e

]
_,\\\

i

I

A

2% )
GO
%“tf\

-
1
i
!
1

J

/

{i
*:.

|
(AN

.. 50 HE
SAID, "AFTER
ALL THAT SHAPE-
CHANGING, MY
PEAR WOMAN, oL 2
BE 'PRAGON' Joo.w




HAHAHAHAH

SPEAKING OF
| PRAGON.S, MY
\ PEAR CAPTAIN

OMEN...

. I WONDER How il
THy AsscciarEs il
FARE. A

JEFF GRUBB
BIG WORDS

| Racs paRaLES

Bl PICTURES
LAVE SIVICNS
G INKS




AS THE FPALADIN,
AGRIVAR,|S WITH
THEM, T WOULDN'T
WORRY ABOUT
\ THEIR GETTING |
INTo TROUBLE. A

STiLL... /" ...IT #AS BEEN SEVERAL
HOURS SINCE THEY LEFT
FOR THE PRAGONS
N CONGRESS.

‘?ﬂ. ;

I CoULp USE

MY SCRYING PEVICES

TC PETERMINE THEIR
PISPOSITION -~ :

AS CoULP Z, ooPD SAGE.

> AS coULP Z...

.. BUT USING MAGIC N\
1O WATCH OVER THE

LADS -~ IT WOULD
APPEAR THAT 1
PIPNT 75T

SOM
TP LIKE To
CHECK ON.

— 164 —

ENORMOoUS WITH CHILD. T KNow, T
KNOW. YE CHECKEDP ON HER BUT
A HALF - HOUR GONE.

ASE THY
WORRYING. 4

50 SIT
THEE ST/LL
AND CEASE THY
WORRYING..,




LORD MOURNGRYM, IT 15
TOUCHING TO SEE HOW
MUCH You CARE FOR YOUR
WIFE'S WELL-BEING IN
HER TIME OF NEED

You SHouLP
éo T2 HER.

V- ELMINSTER SPEAKS Y
THE 7TRUTH.

THE LAST TIME I
CHECKED SHE YELLED AT \
ME FOR BEING UNDERFOOT.
SHE WAS 50 BUSY /8
CLEANING.

""""

[ WHAT'S THE SHAERL WAS AN : =g
\ MATTER WITH ) | APVENTURER PHANTASMAL
D THATZ BEFORE MARRYING ] FORCE.

AND SETTLING IN 4 A
SHADOWPDALE .

THEM B .
M&’F ( APVENTURERS CANY
BE .- OBSTINATE.

/ ELMINSTER,
SAYS THAT IT/S

A TYPICAL RE-
| ACTION FOR WomeN

¥ \ " 2pout 10 GIVE
N\PIRTH.A NESTING /
AN\ INSTINCT, £
S YESTERDAY SHE

[ REORGANIZED ALL
\ THE BOOKS IN MY
N LIPRARY.

-165 -



IMMOST CURIOUS ABoUT T
ITS COVSTRUCT/ON.

y ¥ WELL, THAT
ey

THERE'S AN
YINCOOR” JUST
POWN THE HALL,

MASTER
FOXILON.

& < THE LITTLE
HALFLING'S

BUT
SPEAKING
OF THINE INTREPID
CREW, THEY ARE AN
INTRIGU NG
GROUP...

- PARTICULARLY
THE "GoLEm

w7 1 NEVER KNEW
ONE TO SPEAK, OR
10 BE AFFECTED BY

APECHANGE

7 Ty
THANK You, , ' .
LHAEQ, BUT 1 <y Wlfﬂgﬁg{ngVHEN

WELL, A5 GOLEMS
60O, You KNOW THAT
THINGS ARE PIFFERENT
IN THE GREAT SCUTHERN
NATIONS FROM THE
WAY THEY ARE
IN THE NORTH...

- 166 -



“JUST EXPLORE
THE PLACE," THE
CAPTAIN SAIP.

\GIVE 'ER.
THE oLp

ONCE-OVER,”
HE TOoLP 1o

You CAN FIND

ANYTHING THAT —~X§ =%

LOOKS LIKE AN
ARTIFACT PETECTOR, B
x HE SUGGESTED. <&
5  STRONGLY. RS

THIS MAY BE
THE PLACE
10 START.

SOMETHING
WITH THE WIZARD'S
S/GN USUALLY
MEANS WIZARDS

700LS.

WOULDN'T Vo
AN ARTIFACT PETECTOR




WHETHER SOUTHERN AS A WIZARD
OR NORTHERN, 15 A WIZARE,
CAPTAIN, THE RULES

NO MATTER WHAT
OF MAGIC ST/L HIS BACKGRoUNDP 7
APPLY.

I'M SURE THERE
ARE AREAS WHERE
YOUR EXPERIENCE
EXCEEDS MY
oW

A GOLEM 15
A GOLEM NO
MATTER WHERE

& BUILT.
FOR EXAMPLE,

- . 2L N \ I FANCY MYSELF ISIT< :
=N N e B
. e g (IR | N CT OF..

O\ "\."Q\;n.

A 5UBJECT \
¥ = NEAR AND
N DEAR TO
¥ My OWN

'\___HEART. ¢ W A2

RELICS, POWERFUL
ENCHANTMENTS,
AND THE LIKE. |

1
OFTEN FEEL A
SURRoUNPER \ |
BY "EXPERTS " Ji |

-168 —



MOM ALWAYS SAID,

"START AT THE JOP-

IT5 THERE THAT

BiG FOLK HIPE

THINGS FROM

CHILPREN AND
HALF..

-169 -



R £REE AT

7

I SHOULD
(> HAVE STARTED
> ONA DIFFERENT g
N SHELF =

—

FREE 1O SLAY

THE LAST HEIR
OF TETHYR S

N\ >y N
¢/ 4‘9“%‘ SSNIAG
o/ SNSRI

—170 —



UH, THE LAST

HEIR OF WHAT= AH, MY SMALL

RESCUER, LET ME

REWARL THEE
FOR THINE
ACTIONS...

- WITH A QuICK
AND Pﬁl’:me_s g

PISMANTLED IT

. OF BOOF 7
RIGHT OR

| AL

: I. .:‘W‘M.
MR, "\

-
—_— ————

\

GLOSSARY
FOR IT. HEWARD!S
MYSTICAL ORGANZ

HAU, ONE. GAVE
IT 70 MASKAR
OF ILMATERZ

i {;‘Hml i

11 ﬂ_f?
LD}




I _WANT NOT
TO KILL THEE.
I WANT CONLY
TC PE SURE
YE POST NOoT
SCUTTLE MY
MISS/ON.

IF THEE AIPS
ME, I WOULD

SFARE THEE.

FLANVA :
GET HIM | D
TALKING. X

You WANT
1O KilL

eI\ ME =

SINCE You
PUT (T THAT
WAY...

OK.FLAN B,
NAMELY...




YoU SEEK
70 WARN HH.
BUT OVLY PEATH S
S WwiLr THou Ave

P THE HALFLING HE MAY BE UP
HAS BEEN GONE 10 SOME
FAR 10O LONG. MUSCHIEE

|

WARN WHO 7~
I JUST WANT
10 FIND THE

BATHROM 4

ONE WITH
A STRONG
LOCK ON
THE PCOR.

5/X OF THE SEVEN
FARTS. THE HORN
OF GREYSTONE T

ISN'T 7THAT
ONE A

pyTd= METHINKS
RELANCAL WouLe
PISAGREE WITH YE.
HAVE YE AgWHER

HEAD ON IT
MISCHIEVOUS THIS TIME...
HALFLINGS ARE
RT OF THE

LHAED. LEAVE SUCH A \

... LIKE PRUNKEN,
LONG- WINDED
T WIZARDS.




PRINKING WITH
ANOTHER WIZARD
MAY BE WELL AND
Goor, BUT A AALFLING
IN THE HOUSE 15
ASKING FOR
TROUBLE ...

N

I THINK T'LL CHECK
THE VAULT JUST IN CASE.
. (; b WO, QP L
THEN THE

SILVERWARE
CABINET,

I HOPE
THAT'S Yo,
FOXILON-- £, -
. N
| /.- BECAUSE I

v | HATE YELLING
“\ AT PEOPLE T

Vs

— 174 -



INTRIGUING
CRIMSON ( BUT OVERRATED.

WONPER =/ BOW OF fm‘?ﬂ/ﬂ@'

BACK SOON,
BUT T REALLY
SHOULD CHECK

ON SHAERL.
SHE /5 GREAT

WITH...

POUND THE >
GROUND BEFORE  J7>]
~_|

Stz

£ - i = _ v J
o -_4I.
HE GETS LOOSE, _Cii'

&
&

¥\ '
e '!\ |
MY

=~




FOXILON S

WHAT IN...

FLEE 2R DIE BEroRE |

MY SWORE il 1]] N

wreets Al Il WHO You ARE, )
Ik - BLACKGUARC.

WA
AN

o i

[V

-176 -



POPULIST
NONSENSE,

CHARMING
COMPAMON =

=T IT Lt
'\a‘{\\\\v ‘1,"
R 2 i




YOU FIGHT

IFITIS

VEATH You SEEK,
TETHYRITE --




SURRENPER NOW, Y YOU'RE U o=etiGliil g
ASSASSIN. | SURROUNPER )ie S
AND BEATEN / £

N

(

~

»
&
-

B
é
=

4 -
AN W; gﬁ
{‘} A

—-179 -



IM GOING TO PIN
HI5 EARS BACK, THEN
’c START ON HIS PRINKING
BUDDY, THE “"SAGE”
ELMI...

MOURNGRYM
AMCATHRA, You
ARE A DEAD

1)
3N
1 TELL You To Go *ﬂ‘“‘ i

LET GO, | BHAAL 15 MERCIR/L TO /T WILL TRAPE \_{ THE WOWIAN FOR S=iim
You ! 4LGIVE ME SUCH A FRETTY = ONE LIFE FOR LHAEC. ONE PIES J
\ WIZARDS. 4

—180 —



_—'SHAERL / ¢
3 NO7Z =N
\ . ¥

TETHYRIAN.
5345 5N-. A5

p,}i'rfs ;H '-
T GIVi
2

—181-



( AN OLD FRIEND I 1 PID HE HURT
_OF LHAEO'S. .,Wi yeu, M; ARE
o A Bill | LOVE Z 2%_ ;.:}l.'.
. -

COLLECTOR OR

SOMETHING,
I THINK.

N SHE MEANS WE'D
M JusT - N NS BEST GET HER INSIPE,
ey’ 3 ANP SEND FOR THE
: X MIPWIFE.

YOU'RE our
FARTYING
HALF THE
NIGHT.

" AN AS5A55IN
TAKES ME
HOSTAGE.

AND THE -
NEXT LORP OF
SHAPOWDALE

WANTS TO BE

BORN RIGHT
NOW.s




IT'S ALWAYS ' .. WHEN A
A LONG ? ) NEW LIFE COMES
~._ NIGHT.. N INTO THE

REALMS.




" The Dragonreach Saga
CONCLUSION




W
AV -

\
\)
A

AN

)
\ \'**t\\\\\g |
% W -

YOUR GopPS
AND MINE,
LAC...
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YOUR GoPS
AND MINVE.
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. JLONCLUSION TO THE
<] PRAGON'S REACH SAGA " N\

s
STORY BY : JEFF GRUBE
PENCILS BY:RAGCS MARALES
£ INKS By : PAVE SN S
LETTERS BY : 7/ HARKING
COLORS BY : GENE PANGELO
YOICE OF POOM = ELLIOT 5. MAG G//V.4

N




AS IF WE

gl
1o
C(?#F-’RM

T LOOKS
LIKE THE
PRAGON-

KILLER HAS
MOVEPD...

-188 —

Y AND 7415
WAS WHERE

SAIP THE
UANGER
waAs =

{VARTAN'S SPELL |




MINDER, WHAT
HAPPENED 2 THE R a4
PRAGON-KILLER... 2
THE DEATH-

PEALER WAS
HERE, AT A
PRIMITIVE TEMPLE

ELVEN: CURE &
SER/IOUS |
woupas. B

JUST A MAN,
BUT HE KILLED
THE SILVER 1
ROPE WITH AN OppLY-
2D T PR FROM
THE KILL To SUMMON o Wi

ATTACKED WITH
A %gf#ﬂﬂ EVERYTHING

THEY HAD.

"I WASN'

A\ ENOUGH.




T WoULP HAVE
FALLEN TO MY R
DEATH HAD NOT BUT WE WERE HEAVY WINGS KEPT
MINPER AND KARTAN ToO HEAVY FOR 115 'FrROM BEING
SWOOPED POWN TO STETSLSAN » MINDER. CRUSHED
RESCUE ME. SHE CAUGHT ME
Too LoW.
HIPPEN BENEATH
THE RUBBLE, WE

AVOIPED THE
B}rgugﬁe:aa%%g SLAUGHTER THAT

CLAIMED THE
mng%%TOP OTHERS.

v 4 wy
. fef.7 ==
S

l

s
q./

(s CuRE
L1oHT Wounies




THANK FAITHFUL
TORM You ARE

.___}.

WE FAJLED.” WE TRIED
AND WE FAILED.”

~IF You AND MURI HAP
BEEN HERE WE MIGH T
HAVE STOOP A CHANCE.

NOT PEFINITE. M/IGHT.

ALl RIGHT.

BUT MO, MURI HAP TO
G0 LOOKING FOR OUR
PRECIOUS LITTLE PALADIN,
WHO WOULPN'T PIRTY HIS
HANCS By PEALING WITH
EVIL DRAGONS.

I JUST THINK You WERE TOO SCAREL

TO GO AFTER THIS ONE, AND YOoU USED
YOUR PALAPINHOOP AS A LITTLE
BURROW TO HIPE oUT IN.

1S 7HAT IT, HUMANZ |5 YOUR

VAUNTED HONOR REALLY
JusT A SIMPLE LACK
OF | COURACE =

( AILRI--2 )

LOOK AROUND Yol
PALADIN? THOSE ARE,

WELL, 6OOD NEW.S,BECALSE
MOST OF THE EVILS ARE
PEAD. ANP THE Goop
ONES, Too, BECAUSE OF
Yo/ AND YOUR PREACHY
SENSE OF HONOR.




YOU HAVE THE NVERVE To
SPEAK TO ME OF COLRAGEZ
- OF HONOR 7 ...

. YOU WHO )
CANNCT GL/ESS (g
AT THE NATURE

OF AL ALIWVHOOLP =

PALADINHOOD |5 B
A RESPENSIBILITY B

7" EVERY BREATH,
EVERY ACT/ION

HERE THE
DETERMINES YOUR SIMPLE BLACK
WORTHINESS. AND WHITE OF

GoopP AND EVIL
PON'T WORK. po
You Ae evil Te
PEFEAT GREATER
EVIL Z ANP? ARE

YoU RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE LESSER
EVIL=

¥ _ONCE, T
FAILED To BE
WORTHY.

ANDP YES, T N

HAVE FAILED

HERE FOR e

DIFFERENT
T WAS AS
T fooUshAS
T FAILED To SEE A
LARGER WHOLE. SERVED A%ﬁgﬁ‘gg zw;r
THE LETTER OF THE ULy

LAW AND FAILED ;
THINKING [N BLACK
15 SPIRIT. AND WHITE ONLY.

e 1 WITHOREW RATHER
\ ~ THAN DEAL WITH SHADES
3 ) OF GREY, LET MY HONOR
3 OUTWEIGH MY WI.SPOM.

IN TRYING
TO AVOID ONVE
MISTAKE 1 MAPE A
GREATER MISTAKE.
T LEFT MY FRIENAS
BEHIND.

BUT I MADE

A BLESSED
DISCOVERY. T
RESCUED A

LW : g, Pee. -
3 & g TELL ME, HONORABLE ELF. WAS

' ' GUILTY OF SAVING THAT COUGAR,
ONLY 'TO ANV THE DEER=Z

-192 -




YOU'VE LosT ME,
PALADIN. |5 WHAT
YOU'RE SAYING...

IT WAS THE COUGAR'S NATLRE T HUNT
PEER, JUST AS IT WAS THAT RED PRAGONS
NATURE T TAUNT AND ATTACK ME. _

/' BUT T'M A MAN
WHo VENERATES
HIGHER IPEALS.
MEN MAKE CHOICES. /

I SHOULDA GOooP MURILANTILATHENES.
5%‘5’5”5 J;lgﬁ’e : IN MY LANG,

THE A MIMBER
I LET THE s,
10EALS OVERRIOE _ - & _ OF FORMS...
THE GREATER GOOP: ) . , : .. OFTEN_TO

IT WouLP BE A 7 WIS AW GRANT INSIGHT
GREATER MISTAKE R

v ~ f &= TO MORTALS.
NOT 10 CORRECT o i S
IT VO

5= e

FORTE TS THAT
: -l WE SHOULD BE AF

eyl A\ A WeLl-Gener THeN, Barore

MAKE ig?g Rgeéiuzs HIS , o \_IT HARMS ANY MORE...

A

>

. TELL You THAT
“-;\ You HAVE THE
MOST LOVELY
EYEST A

THE MORE "ﬁ
SKEPTICAL
wouLp ALMasT _ i)
SAY THAT THE , G LOVELY, YES,
COUGAR WAS A IE B\& Y . AND SHARP
PRAGON SEEKING [a % § " A5 WELL..
TO BRING THE ,
PALAPIN THIS :
ENLIGHTENMENT. :




8 ... INVOCENTS.

HOLP ON, SHAERL,

LHAED WILL BE BACK

WITH THE MIDWIFE
ANY...

HoARER W
THE HEALER |5

W%/ THERE'S \
MORE,
l

LET ME CHECK THE LIBRARY,
MOURNGRYM. T MIULIST HAVE
SOMETHING THAT DEALS
WITH THIS.

MORE THAN A
BIRTHIVG IN
MYy PAY Room=Z

1 CHECKED

MiLlore.
' THE APOL .

)

~"T THINK
YOU SHOULD
CHECK THE

— 194 —



ER.. MILADY SHAERL, ' W&/ 1VE HEARD OF
N o e s B
L G, O =
RETURN !N Ao OF LABOR...

you BET"

You'LL RETURN,
. WIZARC gt

MooN FeLL |

MY CHILD
WILL HAVE A

ai W&“ ) Jﬁ% ﬁ{
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. MOLRNGRYW IT NEER.S A WIZARDLY

HAND. T SHALL BE OFF
%@@%ﬁgfﬂ AND BE RIGHT BA...

" ELMINSTER,OLD / MADAM,YE X \ W7 iz % STAY WITH HER, NOBLE

FRIEND. HAST NO @O\ Z N | SAcE.Z AN HANDLE
\ conveerTiov | IS\ THIS CREATURE.

I PON'T HAVE A OF .

NMIDWIFE. I MAY NEED )

MAGICAL AIR po You

THINK I'M GOING TO

LET You @0 GALLIVANTING

OFF AT A TIME LIKE THIST &

WITH ALL PUE
RESPECT, OMEN.
THIS /S A

TARRASGUE /

_ ' : ' CONCEPTION
(= _ (. I MOST CERTAINLY
Y) HAST./ AND YOU RE

GOING To STAY
HERE UNTIL T
r .. OR WILL Yol INSULT ME BY
SUGGESTING T AM NOT UP

HAST DELIVERY S
TO THE TASK =

- THAT THE HALRUAAN
MAGES ARE SOMEHOW
\ /NFERIOR TO NORTHERN
N\ HEDGE-WIZARDS Z




- ~ [ HELLS, HADES, AND ACHERON, TRY TO SLOWIT W .JUST UNTIL THE
ERRRRG.” &YE Bo7H WINS _) Poww UNTIL 1 CHILD ng B;E'N.
_CAN JOIV THEE. S

' T OWE YE

gy --|F THERE
FOR THIS, M'

BE A LATER i |

I HATH SENT
outT A YOUNG

WHILST WE PLAY.
MIPWIFE...

.. ANP NO ONE
HERE KNOWS THE
SLIGHTEST THING
ABOUT CHILPBIRTH!

I WOULPN'T
SAY THATw !

DOES BRINGING
INTO THE WORLD TWO
OF MY 5/STER'S
WHELPS COUNT AS
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCEZ




LORPS OF MAGIC,
TS HUBE IS THIS
OUR PRA@ONK!LLER,
I WONPER =

LET'S SEE,  THE TARRASQUE e =

WHAT Po T ( S A LIVING - ANP ALMOST AS

REMEMBER { JUGGERNAUT, STUPIC. ATTACKS
M THE - Ble AS A ANYTHING IT CAN <

MAGICAL
COLLEGE...7

MOUNTAIN... GET ITS CLAWS
ON.

Bié TAIL. < A \
NASTY AND SSEPOSS - ﬁ@?ﬂfesf
SLASHING 3 [eris cge > [/ SN AL

HOW T .‘;"'v;'ANQS
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"~

A ; o

MY OWN BROOCH 4
OF SHIELOING, <

anc e oy’ SNCEEN 4 S
AccomplisHeD JUAET 051 N
Sende e
m
T PON'T KNow
WHAT THosSE
"SACRIFICE S
N\
S =
- o i /

.......

MY CHANCES
IF THEY...
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AT YER
SERVICE, Y
ME BUcKo!

{ mms. 7
/)

RUBE APAR--

e o, NEETAESTTZR e 77
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THE TARRASGUE

SEEMS To BE

ONLY A MOLUNT,
OMEN.

7 KILL THE RIPER,
AND THE OTHERS
CAN 9..\‘_-=rAL /W!TH

7w oF \ / A8 How mANY
] FORCE’? A [ LY A TRI'CKW.Iﬁ POES
Ty . - 2\

—-202 -



TRY A
PISPEL..

.. BUT THERE'S
A CHANCE IT'P
FAIL, AND I ONLY
HAVE THE OVE--

--UNLESS...

..UNLESS

LONTROL OF

THE STAFF IS
BASEP ON

CONCENTRATION.
IN THAT CASE-- /{

WISH,
CAPTAIN.
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7/ AND WHILE -
MINPER CAN N

THE FALL--

C—




ONE CANNOT e
B St
TO 1.5 NATIVE LAND /'

7 / AND WITH LUCK,
ITS MASTER WENT
wi7H 1T,

. // ”.,-. ‘.m\,

I WONPER IF HE CAN

AYE, AND T'LL
REGAIN CONTROL IN TELL THE EVIL
TIME BEFORE THE DRAGONS THAT
STUPIP CREATURE A FALALIY HAD
TAKES ITS RAGE A HAND IN THEIR

SALVATION.

OUT ON /> _4

A HUMAN 50
HONORABLE HE
WolLpe EVEN
HELP ARAGONS.

MURI, TAKE WORD
TO YR PECPLE,
GoopP AND

OTHERW|SE ...

THAT'LL THROW
SOME SAND N
THEIR MILLSTONES.

THEY CAN RETURN TO THER T
LIVES WITHOUT INVAPING
THE HUMAN L,anos:/l

IF You EVER

N / T TREASURE MY LIFE. '\
NEED MY AID

[ ANP YOURS. AND THE
LIVES, GooP ANP EVIL,

[ AND HE'S OFF
LIKE THAT,EHZ

N\ N THESE PARTS, '
- BUCKoS.. i w A THAT MMIGHT HAVE BEEN
fp=2R NWH \ \ TREASURE WE EF ARASaS.
7/ 54 HAD TALKED e

| NOT REWARD

L ENOUGH 7



N (WELL ENOUGH,
I SUPPOSE. J

FOXILON, WHATS
HAPPENEPZ 4

HOW pID
THINGS GO
%\ WITH SHAERL AND

HUMAN BABIES 4 |
UBLIEST wm.f‘?f:’:’f
SEEN. "

“AND YE,OMEN 7\
WAS THERE ANY
TROUBLE=Z

AND TWICE
A5 HANDSOME
A5 EITHER /
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A SIMPLE
MATTER OF VERMIN
REMOVAL, REALLY. (7
COuLD HAVE DEALT L 4
WITH IT SINGLE-
HANDEDLY MYSELF

TROUBLE =

SINGLE -
HANDEDLY,
WIZARD 2

& weu.rﬁ?Wﬁi s
S\ SINGLE-HANDEDLY. /S8

NOW, I PAY MY DEBTS,

> SOUTHERNER. 50 (F
g HA?S%’EE”I%%?M Nads THERE |5 ANYTHING
\ MORE PIFFICULT WITHOUT ; I CAN Po FeR

MY COMPANION S.
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YOUGAVE IT TOHIMZ A
LIST OF ARTIFACTS FRoM
THE BELLS OF WARNING ?

BUT PON'T you
THINK GIVING THEM
A LIST |5 PANGEROUS?

IN SUCH TIMES,

WE MAY NEEL
THE POWERFUL
MAGICS OF THE

~ MAYHARS.
THE 5EARCH MAY
PROVE THEIR
WORTH, OR SHOW
THEM TO BE

AN ABRICGEL LIST, AYE.
SHOWING THE LOCATIONS
OF A SELECT NUMBER

AFTER ALL, ITS

WHY THE YOUNG
PUP CAME HERE
IN THE FIRST PLACE.

OF ARHFAcT_s ANP RELICS. ‘
% ‘ 8 METHINKS HIS

B\ CREW EARNED

By THE REWARP.

GORS KNOW
l omMEN WouLoN'T

IN THE SHORT

RUN, AYE, BUT

IN THE LONG
TERM...

.. THINK OF
THE TARRASGUE
As A HARBINGER--
A HERALD OF
PARKER TIMES
IN ‘THE REALMSWING.

ANC THIS OWMIENS
CREW MAY BE
SUCH HEROESZ

2\ NWORTH Y,

FRAY
THEY BE THE
HEROCES THEY
THINK THEM-

. AN THAT
THEY RISE TO

THE CHALLENGES 1S

OF THE pAYS
A-BORNING.
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FORGOTTEN REALMS CLASSICS
It is a world where the gods have walked and

fantastic armies clashed. It is the home of
Elminster and Drizzt the dark elf. It is the most

popular fantasy campaign setting in history.
Well met, traveler, and welcome to the
FORGOTTEN REALMS!

A powerful artifact conspires to bring together
a motley band of adventurers along the deadly
Sword Coast. Join Priam, Vartan, Ishi, Foxilon,
and Minder aboard the Realms Master,
captained by the powerful mage Dwalimor
Omen, as they seek to dispose of the Hand of
Vaprak and other such dangerous magic items!

This action-packed volume collects
for the first time the fan-favorite series by
writer Jeff Grubb (The Finder’s Stone Trilogy)
and artist Rags Morales (Identity Crisis).
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