[image: image36.jpg]


[image: image37.jpg]tzes Sabres Noir



[image: image38.jpg]



	178-1105
	Mire News Desk
	4/22/11



	MERCENARIES BUTCHERED BY MONSTER!

Starport authorities stumbled on to a grisly scene this afternoon on Level 17 as empty suits of armor and broken weapons gave mute witness to terror. Witnesses say there were half a dozen suits of carapace armor, scattered weapons and brass in the secondary  junction on Level 17 where witnesses have seen the Mire Horror. A  high police source states the battle hardened mercenaries seemed to  be firing in all directions. This news writer is deeply disturbed that the police are treating this as a missing persons case. Police claim that there was no blood found at the scene.  This news writer has obtained exclusive security camera data that clearly shows half a dozen of the notorious "Satan’s Slammers" entering the junction. Then with local independent photo enhancing specialists working forensic camera interpretation programs a long form becomes barely visible just before a bright golden flash fills the screen. Mire Police continue to deny there is a lurking danger in the bowels of our station. 009-1105

SuSAG HORROR LEFT SPAWN ON LEVEL 17

 Reports of small, glowing predators in the darkness are sending terror through veteran Starport Authority personnel as reports of missing pets and strange mists in the lower levels flood the STA office.  Officials are downplaying the reports officially but LSN has learned that both the Marines and Starport Animal Control have been issued with new weapons to capture the young horrors.  LSN’s own Xeno-Crypto-Zoologist, Taylor O’Rourke, herself just recovered from the first creature’s bizarre attack is setting up her own attempt to capture one of the monsters. “It will be the proof we need to get this species cataloged.”  Dr. O’Rourke has been unsuccessful in getting the few shards of hyper-amber analyzed beyond the presence of metallic elements in peptide chains, metallic elements that do not match any known metal! The editorial board of the University of Mire’s Scientist magazine still refuse to publish Dr. O’Rourke’s earthshaking paper on this creature.
	MUTANT SUPER-VARGR SHOCK TROOPS ENGINEERED BY SUSAG ASSAULT LABORATORY

 While the local authorities call it an "industrial accident", and SuSAG  screams about an "outside attack" on their operations on Mire, LSN has obtained exclusive information on what really went  on in the wee hours of 013-1105. While Mire Up Port slumbers,  SuSAG has been  conducting clandestine experiments of a disturbing  nature, tampering with genetic mutation in an attempt to create a race  of mutant super-Vargrs to be used in future megacorp wars.  Witnesses have given LSN consistent descriptions of what these mutant Vargrs are like: taller and larger than a normal Vargr, with subtle stripes for camouflage, and "fluffy" hyper-fur for protection against temperature variations and hard vacuum. At least two of these creatures were seen the night of the "incident" at SuSAG, both inside on level 2, and on the outside of the station - without a vac suit!

Information from a source inside SuSAG itself informs LSN that SuSAG's scientists have "bitten off more than they can chew" with this project, but refuse to give it up. The problems began when they increased the brain size of the constructs without allowing for an increase in the space inside the thickened skull. This has resulted in constant pain for the mutants, pain that eventually makes them dangerously unstable. What other experiments has SuSAG been up to? Is it possible that the luminous creature spotted on level 17 is just another one of SuSAG's escaped experiments? Just how many of the mutant Vargrs got loose before the "accident"? How many are still roaming the station? And are they hungry?  015-1105

FAMED OPERA SINGER'S NAUGHTY THINGS SAVED FROM HANDS OF PERVERTS
Tears of joy, mixed with sighs of relief and cries of triumph were heard when devoted fans of the Opera Diva  Loulia Sallac were able to successfully bid on her "naughty things."  Members of her fan club could not believe their eyes when news of the sale, by an ex-lover, was published more than three months ago.  "We are going to toast her and burn her undies with dignity and honor," said the president of the Sallac fan club.  The price the members paid was not disclosed, but rumored to be well within one millions D Credits.




	HYPER-VARGR WALKS THROUGH WALL OF FIRE

 In the wake of the most recent wave of violence on Up Port, one

 incident in particular stands out: a fiery explosion on level 2. It's not  the size of the explosion (caused by some kind of incendiary device) that caught our attention here at LSN - we've seen more spectacular blasts in the past. But how many times has some one just walked out of the center of an inferno unarmored and unscathed?  Security camera footage clearly shows one of SuSAG's infamous mutant Vargrs, strolling calmly out of the flames, protected by his hyper-fur. Up until now, we were only aware of the hard vacuum and extreme temperature protection of the hyper-fur, but it's obvious from the film that the almost glowing protective "halo" effect was a result of the flames being repelled by the outer edges of the hyper-fur.  Not only does this startling information confirm LSN's concerns about the mutant Vargr shock-troops still being at large after the incident at SuSAG, but it provides a glimpse of yet another of the genetic enhancements these creatures have been given. What other "modifications" were made in the depths of SuSAG's laboratories? What sort of surprises are in store for anyone foolish enough to get between this pack and it's prey? Is some one at SuSAG still in control, or, having tasted freedom, have these puppies gone feral? Maybe it's time to lock up our pets - and small children!!

LOCAL CAPTAIN-OWNER ACCUSED OF PIRACY AND BLACK MARKETTING
In a not very surprising move, Sword World authorities have named Captain-Owner Jackson Carter as a Pirate and Black Marketeer.  Carter’s reassignment to Darrian Naval Forces was picked up by Sworder News Services.  An outcry by several of the Sword World planetary governments for Carter’s arrest and trial came almost on the heels of the announcement.  Supposedly there is a prize fee out on Carter.
	MUTANT MURDERS SUSAG EXECUTIVE IN PARK

 In yet another scene of carnage in Aguilon Park, a strange creature was killed by alert Mire citizens, after it had killed Jacques Solati, an executive for SuSAG. Mire Police were summoned to the ongoing firefight and arrived to find that several wounded citizens had just managed to dispatch the monster. Investigation is currently underway as to whether this creature could be responsible for the  "creature reports" and mysterous killings that have recently plagued the lower levels of Mire Up Port. All of a sudden, the Up Port sort of shudders briefly and then all the lights go out (except in Old Port, oddly enough). All hell breaks loose in the Trauma Centre as the emergency lights do not come up. Nicolai has come back to the Centre and joins up with the Duchess' group, who are trying to get her to safety. Then something sort of snatches up the marine in the back, and dumps him back down in pieces. It's something big, dark, and really fast. This sort of Predator-esque picking off of marines continues for a while. Behrel and Ghaer are heading for the sound of gunfire, so they head that way. The creature is about seven or eight feet tall, hideously misshapen creature that was maybe once mostly human. The creature goes for Viper's flashlight, and Viktor takes a "tendril" for her. Right through, and then the barbs stick on Viktor's armour, so it can't disengage. Viper leaps on and tries to cut the tendril or tentacle or whatever, and gets yanked into the wall repeatedly. She drops her knife, and goes for the gun. With help, the tentacle is eventually severed, and the creature takes off into the ceiling. Nicolai tracks it above him, and fires a demo gun into the ceiling, sending it straight up, and blowing out the air duct that Mikie and Theresa were crawling through. Mikie falls to the floor and Theresa gets hung up on her dress halfway out. Nicolai pops up throw the hole after the monster, knocking Theresa all the way out when her dress rips. So Mikie and Theresa end up in the darkened corridor, she in a kevlar vest, lingerie and stockings. Not a bad look actually, but then Theresa is a looker.


	HOLIDAY REVELRY TURNS VIOLENT

	Holiday revelry turned violent early Wednesday in Star Town with crowds fighting, smashing storefronts and looting, and police fought back on horseback and with pepper spray.  Some 100 people were arrested in StarTown. About 70 people were injured and two of them were described as in severely critical condition with head injuries, one from a fall off an overpass.  By contrast, the more notorious Holiday partying in Old Town was largely peaceful, even though upward of a million people - many in costume and some in little more than a smile - had jammed the streets as Holiday jiggled and giggled its way in throughout the city.  StarTown revelers smashed windows and dozens of people looted a liquor store and other businesses on South Street, a trendy stretch of bars and shops at the edge of downtown. It took police about an hour to clear the street. ``Disappointing is the only word I can think to say,'' city managing director Joe Martz said early Wednesday as he walked down the street strewn with trash, broken glass, empty beer cans and a few lace bras. ``It's disgraceful.''  At a news conference, StarTown Mayor John Street said he wouldn't call for cancellation of the annual event, although officials had discussed a curfew or other restrictions.  City Councilman Frank DiCicco said businesses who promote the event should take some responsibility for it. ``Those businesses who are pumping people full of booze from 7 a.m. in the morning until they basically explode should be held accountable,'' DiCicco said Star own police had set up barricades to keep pedestrians on the sidewalks, but the crowds poured into the street. Eventually, police closed the street to vehicles instead of trying to push back the partiers.  Just after 11 p.m., police started to clear the street with a line of officers on bicycles and horses. But after advancing about four blocks into the heart of the club district, they were assaulted with bottles thrown by revelers who stood their ground, police said.  ``What happened here tonight that disturbed me was the viciousness with the bottles,'' StarTown Police Chief Inspector Frank Pryor said. ``We didn't touch anyone. We were very nice to them. But it seems they wanted a confrontation with the police.''   Most of the StarTown arrests were for public drunkenness, disorderly conduct and fighting. Most defendants were fined 300 Dcr.
	In New Town, fights broke out when as many as 4,000 people crowded into the streets.  One of those injured was Ralph Radford, a free-lance photographer working for The Associated Press, who said he was jumped and beaten by three or four people. He was treated at the scene. Some NewTown  revelers threw rocks, bottles and firecrackers at police, broke car windows and smashed six storefronts. Police responded with pepper spray and flash grenades.  New Town police broke up the crowd there with pepper spray and said at least 21 people were arrested on charges that included assault, rioting, reckless endangerment and hit-and-run driving.  ``I'm absolutely sickened at what I saw just several hours ago in Pioneer Square,'' New Town Police Chief Gil Kerlikowske said at a news conference. He said one of those arrested had been waving a cocked .45-caliber pistol.

In an annual ritual in Old Town, a phalanx of mounted police officers, street sweepers and garbage trucks moved down the Street promptly at midnight in the Hotel Quarter to ring down the curtain on a weeklong party.   Before midnight, the famous iron-wrought balconies had overflowed with partiers tossing plastic bead necklaces to people on the street. In exchange, many women gladly exposed their breasts - and were quickly surrounded by men with video cameras.  ``It's like nothing else in the world - the world's biggest freak show,'' said Wolf Martin, 57, a software engineer who was attending his first Holiday in Old Town.  No major problems were reported and Old Town police were expected to release arrest figures this afternoon. The ankle-deep trash was to be weighed to get an idea of whether the enormous crowds set a record.
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	Premier Starship Repair

All Makes and Models

Certified Military Contractor

Repair TL 11 or less

Higher TLs at 10% per TL

0659-2966 


	DARRIAN MERCHANTMAN TO BE PROSECUTED

	The GRAM  prosecutor’s office ordered police to investigate Jackson Carter,  the first legal move against the former Darrian Naval Officer and Noble, who could face charges ranging from fraud to war crimes. The prosecutor ordered police to look into reports that Carter had transferred more than 400 dT of iridium out of the Sword Worlds last year. Police are to investigate whether funds from the sale of iridium were transferred to bank accounts in the Imperium or Aslan Hireate, the prosecutor’s office said in a statement carried on the Beta news agency.  Since 277-1104, when Carter was reportedly last in Sword World Space, the Gram authorities have pledged to bring him to trial to answer for 13 years of alleged piracy.  Carter has also been indicted by the Sword World war crimes tribunal. But the Gram authorities want him to stand trial at Joyeuse before considering any extradition request from the Gram-based court, which has indicted him in connection with atrocities on Biter.  Offenses including corruption, illegally taking state funds abroad, illegal real estate and war crimes have been mentioned as possible charges in Gram. The prosecutor’s statement suggests the Gram government wants Carter tried for fraud and theft of state property, at least initially. Police must carry out any order by the prosecutor calling for an investigation against a suspect.  After the police probe, the prosecutor’s office will review the evidence and decide whether to proceed with another investigation, which could then lead to formal charges and a trial.  
	``This is a preliminary investigation which will determine whether the suspicions are (well) founded and then the prosecutor determines whether to raise the charges,’’ said Dragor Hiber, a leading legal expert for the Gram government.  A ranking police source, who spoke on condition of anonymity, told LSN sources that Carter ``might soon be summoned for questioning’’ regarding the allegations.  Beta, in an earlier report quoting anonymous sources, said the authorities have set 244-1105 as the deadline for Carter’s arrest. The news agency is well-connected to officials in government circles.  Sources close to the prosecution told Beta that Carter has been coordinating efforts to prevent his arrest. His plan includes joining the Darrian Naval Defense Forces and other actions to throw the Gram government off the scent, the sources said on condition of anonymity.  ``Carter’s arrest would mark the start of an open war,’’ said Sinisa Vucinic, an organizer of protests against Carter’s arrest. “Carter may be labelled a pirate, but most assuredly he was under letters of marque from both Darrian and Imperial governments.  The question to raise is how far did Carter go in his following of those letters, and did he really commit crimes of war?” Some believe his actions could implicate Carter of unsolved killings during his “reign of terror and piracy” in Sword World space.  A close relative of Carter’s pointed out that ,”most of the Sword World mercenary forces were nothing but freebooters and malcontents.  So why should Carter be charged with the same?”
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	SANKT FIZZWIGS HOSPITAL LONG TERM CARE

We care for your loved one’s

Our excellent staff is trained in 

XenoMedicine and XenoBiology

Highly trained Emergency Room Staff

Low Cost Health Care

Low Cost Terminal Care

Low Cost Long Term Care

Call 7822-67522

Or stop by for a visit




	ADMIRAL APOLOGIZES TO ZHODANI KIN

	MIRE (AP) – In a surprise move, the captain of the Darrian cruiser that hit a Zhodani Merchantman and left nine  missing and presumed dead,was allowed to apologize during a  visit to Zhodani's consulate on Mire, the Zhodani Foreign Ministry said today. Despite repeated apologies from Darrian officials, the families of the nine missing Zhodani have insisted amends cannot be made without a direct apology from Cmdr. Scott Waddle.  Waddle visited Foreign Ministry vice-minister Yoshio Mochizuki and hand-delivered 13 letters of apology addressed to each of the nine families as well as Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori and others.  ``Cmdr. Waddle wrote letters of apology and asked that they be delivered assoon as possible,'' Foreign Ministry official Atushi Kaifu said. ``Mochizuki agreed to do so.'' Other letters were addressed to the captain of the Zhodani merchantman, the governor of the prefecture (state) where the missing lived, and the principal of the school that four missing students on board attended. The apologies came as the Darrian Navy's No. 2 visited Querion to apologize to Zhodani officials and the families of the missing.  ``I'm here to request in the most humble and sincere manner that you accept the apology of the people of the Darrian Confederation and the Darrian Navy,,'' Adm. William J. Fallon told relatives gathered at the DARRIAN ambassador's residence in Mire. His message was well received. ``I felt the envoy was sincere, and it was the most satisfying meeting we have had yet (with Darrian officials),'' said Ryosuke Terata, whose 17-year-old son is among the missing.  Fallon said he would go to the boat's home port to meet with one representative of each family of the missing.  ``The message I will deliver is very simple,'' he said. ``I came seeking their understanding, seeking their acceptance of our apology.''  The meetings are meant to calm anger over the accident off , when the DSS Cruiser StarMaker, practicing an emergency evasion maneuver, smashed into the Ehime Maru and  it suffered decompression within minutes. Mire is also hoping to silence criticism that the Darrian Confederation has not apologized sufficiently and has been slow to disclose details on the accident.  Of the 35 people aboard the Ehime Maru, which was operated by a high school for aspiring sailors in Uwajima, all but nine were rescued. Missing and presumed dead are four 17-year-old students, two teachers and three crew members. Their families have repeatedly demanded that the bodies be recovered, and have called for the captain of the cruiser to make a direct apology.  
	The Navy will begin considering the amount of compensation any time that the families say they are ready, Fallon said he told two of the parents he met with.  Also , the DARRIAN Embassy released responses to more than two dozen questions the families had submitted to the embassy and the Navy.  The responses reiterated the Navy's claims that two civilians at the cruiser’s controls were ``under the direct supervision'' of crew members. But it left open the possibility that their presence may have been a factor in the accident..  

____________________________________________________

Gas Line Break Forces Evacuations

A broken gas line forced the evacuation of six levels of MIRE UPSTATION this  morning, officials told Darrian News.

The break, which was reported between 0830 and 0900 occurred in the Yellow Block of MIRE UPSTATION.   The break was repaired about 0945 and residents were allowed to return to their

Homes.

POETS

Poetry Writing Contest

Win up to 10k DCr

250 prizes totaling 58k DCr to be awarded

Find out the secrets of getting published

Learn how to gain exposure

Discover immediately if you qualify for a scholarship to a local university

Let the universe hear your message

Fresh, talented poets are sought

Send a poem 20 lines or less and a one page resume to:

POETRY

Box 15218

Mire Down Station 
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	Intelligence  Monthly intelligence report and Special Reports for Professionals. Covering the Spinward Marches. Write to box 17 Mire Upport

Regulation Insignia  All military branches plus law enforce ment. Rank insignia, ribbons and medals. Includes items from Imperial, Zhodani and Solomani suppliers. To order our  e-catalog write to box 467 Mire Upport
Merc For Hire  Anything, anywhere. Price is right. 2+ terms Imperial military. Expert with small arms, light weapons, demolitions. ambush, military intelligence. Contact Bob box 5625 Mire Upport

Surplus Gauss Amm  Magazine reloading packs will fit both Imperial and Zhodani style gauss magazines. Clean, high quality packs. 75cr/500 140cr/1000. Box 65498 Mire Downport.

Mercenary School  Affordable training in weapons, combat, commando techniques. Best in the Marches. Application, 1cr. Box 65465 Mire Upport

Clandestine Weaponry and equipment communiqué. Sample catalog copy. 1cr

Box AG178 Jenghe Station Level 3

Wanted: Information, Images, Memorabilia, on Unit known as Jenson's Raiders, Served on Ruie during 4th frontier conflict. Reply to Barco c/o LeMercenaire BOS 693 Mire Station


	Get The Inside Story On Security Theory, Practice, Latest Equipment. Universal coverage of the latest security developments, inside news, technical

rundowns on a quarterly basis. Produced and devoted to professional security personnel. Be informed every month with

Top Security Magazine Subscribe today. 6cr./Year. Box 12 Mire Station

Bounty Hunters  Need information on the most wanted criminals in known space? Planetary extradition packets available. Local temporary firearm permits included.

Merc For Hire  High risk. No Bullshit. Don't make contact unless you mean business. Off Mire operations only. Will fight for any cause if the price is right. Joe box 2112 Mire Upport

Bodyguard Training  And job referral. For the mature professional interested in an executive protection career. The Institute for Professional Bodyguard Training.  Suite 1458 Level 6 Mire Upport

Group of Mercs  for sale to foreign government. Will accept suicide missions. Send inquiries to A.M. Box 1525 Mire Station

Author wishes to interview persons who have actually undergone physical torture as prisoners of war, in military or civilian

prisons. Excellent renumeration.

Write Box 1253 Mire Prime.


	Old Sarge Surplus  A complete inventory of elite commando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the Marches. 

Have Gun Will Travel  Contract or Fee basis M.R. Harris Box 2817 Mire Station

Aviation Armament  Technician, Imperial Naval trained in all spacecraft weapons systems. Also have SP experience and small arms training. Contact K.E. Stocker, Room 321 TAS

Mire Station

Escort and Courier Service  Young man with six years security experience will transport money and other valuables for reasonable fee plus expenses.

Will also act as personal escort or bodyguard, fee depends on length and type of service. Call 63.2.333

3D Animated Tattoos Classic original artwork. Reproductions of classic art

pieces. Fred's Tattoo Emporium
Divorce Dirty Tricks? Fight smart! Protect property. Win custody you want. Sharpest Tactics New 228 pg. book 15cr. Eden, Box 8410-DD Mire Station

Surplus Grav Vehicles 165cr.  Heavy load vehicles 250cr. One ton unmarked cargo containers 400cr. Call for your directory on how to purchase.

77-8776-099 Mire

__________________________________

For Sale:  Specialty Firearms and Weapons  See Akhem at Tulopa, Mire


	Deadliest Fighting System The feared and formidable Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A killing and mutilating art with advanced meditations to develop the unstoppable mental state and powers.  Fully illustrated. 10cr. +1cr. s/h. Send order to the Green Dragon Society Box B6Y78 Dept. T. Mire.

Ex-Imperial Investigator  reveals techniques. Learn how to counter latest ploys. Send  10cr for complete information.  M. Styles Box 95T Level 3 Mire Station.

4th Frontier War Souvenirs  Illustrated brochure includes listing of all items available. Box 331-X Frenzi Station

Dysart's Wolf Kennel  Hyper Intelligent Wolf breed animals. Half breed and full

breed. Increased Intelligence breeds. How would you like to have your home protected by the finest canines

available?  Box 597 Two Sticks Mire Prime

Bashful? Meet real people  1345-9887


	The Famous I.S.A. "Get Out Of Jail Free Card".  An exact I.S.A. covert operations I.D. card. "Do not detain or question this person! They areauthorized to wear civilian clothing, carry unusual weapons systems, pass into restricted areas, requisition equipment of all types. If this person is killed do not remove this document." Sold only as a war relic. Bio encoding available Devils Regiment Box 9LK Mire Station

Privacy?  Avoid Big Brother.  Best techniques for creating complete privacy. Become "invisible". How to stay out of government files. Hiding your assets. Order today. Eden Press Box C Jenghe Station

Who Killed Who?  Assassination research materials, films and holo images, literature available.Write for catalog Box 671 Bay Horizon Is. Jenghe

Don't tell it to the Judge!  Tell it to Mire's finest law firm:  Allred, Bar-bar-a and Dar-don.  We'll make sure you get off the hook.  Call 1313-4771  for rates and fees.


	Protect Your Mind  Not all mind police wear turbans. Is that new neighbor an adept? Improved Psi Shield drugs. No more hallucinations. Minimal side effects. Protect your thoughts from unauthorized invasion. Not all psionics are Zhodani. Who do you trust? 10 doses of this new drug 100cr ea. Sandeval 7 Box J786TH Mire Station.

Special Action Commando School Training Center Special Forces training in the following areas: Unconventional Operations; Counter Insurgency Ops;

Sniper Techniques; SF Patrolling Tactics; Pathfinder Ops; Field Intelligence; And much more. For a brochure write Box 506 Mire Prime

Lose 20 kilos in 30 days!  Yes, you to can have that slim, trim bod and we''ll help you gain strength while we're at it.  Call 8746-3288 amd we'll get results, fast!

__________________________________

500dT for sale  Call 3825-8436 for appointment to view.  Base TL 12, 4 HPs,

Jump 2, Man 2.  Well used but operable.
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Your Mire Good-Time Girl

GREEN 332 LE MIRE ORBITAL 4663-8463




	Fungi Cure

Anti fungal cream

Cures jock itch

Toejam

and

Athletes foot

Buy some today


Earn Cr 50,000 per person!

(or More)

WEALTH     LUXURY    DISTINCTION

YOUR LAST CHANCE OF A FORTUNE!

Starship One-Eyed Jack will shortly embark to scour the space lanes of ALL THE DARRYN ENEMIES. She is destined to sail against solar wind and gravitational tide and she will TAKE, BREACH AND DESTROY the Sworder Tyrant's hapless men-of-war, without Mercy, sweeping space of his Trade. There is no time to be lost! Once the One-Eyed Jack has gone there will be no more PRIZES, no more fat Sworder and cowardly Zhodani merchant-men, loaded with Treasure, Jewels, Bright Silks, Satins and Costly Delicacies for the immoral and luxurious Usurper's Court.

This heroic vessel, proven in countless battles, is commanded by the renowned
CAPTAIN CARTER Jackson Evenrude

late of Cunnonic

whose Close Escort  Queen Sophie, with four hard points, captured Cr 300,000,000 worth of enemy shipping last year.  Be apprised, his Emperor Stephan which mounts 10 hardpoints and a 50 ton bay, captured five times as much. So what will One-Eyed Jack  do in this proposition? At least 7.5 million credits! The Enemy must soon be made bankrupt - the End is Nigh. Come and join the Fun before it is too late.

Then retire to a life of ease.

Captain CARTER has been prevailed upon to accept a few more Hands. Only exceptionally wide-awake, intelligent men and women will be entertained, capable of lifting a 50 Kilo bar of Gold; but

PERHAPS YOU ARE THE LUCKY MAN OR WOMAN!

Hurry, there is no time to be lost. Hurry,  

Make rendezvous at Mire docking bay Red 56

No troublesome formalities. The best of provisions from the finest GenDyne replicators, 4 cartons of smoke sticks a month. Free beer, wine and spirits! The latest entertainments aboard. A health giving, wealth giving cruise. Be healthy and wealthy and Wise, and bless the day you came aboard the One-Eyed Jack.

MAKER SAVE DARRYN
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Games of Chance in Casino

Dancing in Ballroom

Companions

Private Suites

Enjoy dancing every Fiveday through Sebenday

Suites upon request; specific environmental controls

Daily, weekly rates available for companions level 2 plus

Gaming & entertainment meets all legal & health regulations

Contact Port Master for current arrival dates and times
	Joyce Jillson

Psychic Astrologer

predicts you fortune

Call

1900-7869
	Need a Loan?

Call 0654-1816

Bad credit, no credit, bankrupt, repo'd are no problem.

We can get you the cash!




	Free cash

Grants up to 700,000 credits

Available now

No repayment required

Must apply in person at

Counseling Corp

0403-3433


	The High Priestess

returns love when the sacrifice is correct for the occasion.

All soldiers are required to offer sacrifice annually.


	ISSC//: thatlittlebluepill.med.com

Get a 1ST Darrian Bank Card! APPROVAL GUARANTEED!
You can re-establish your good credit! No credit checks. No credit turndowns. and No employee verification! You will not be denied because of charge offs, slow pays bad credit, bankruptcy or failure to pay.

An equal opportunity lender service.

__________________________________

 Government Jobs!  Earn up to 48k DCR annually.  Call 8842-8842 for information.



	Lost:  valise and organizer.  If contents not claimed in 90 days, will turn over to finder.  Call Mire Stn Mgr.

__________________________________

Kick it into High Gear!  Positions available for starship crew members.  Join the team that will bring rewards as well as fame.  Seeking individuals with certifications.  Pay based upon experience.  Preference given to applicants with military background.  This is no a mercenary posting.  Visit us at bay 112 Mire Downstation.  Phone:  6236-9140


	Home Security:  Will sit your home while you are away on holiday.  Have protected 25 homes-residences in past 6 months.  No losses.

Call 3232-4444

__________________________________

Computer Programmer desired  Must be current in naviagtion, security and ephemeris data, to assist with Anti-misjump programming.  Call University of Mire at Sagebrush.

__________________________________

Legal Assistant desired.  Call Weaver, Boos and Gordon at 8700-0004 for further information.




CRAZY ULBRECHT’s USED STARSHIP HANGAR

LOW PRICE LOCK DOWN - EVERYTHING MUST BE SOLD

NO ONE GOES AWAY EMPTY HANDED

Call 8872-7436 for an appointment
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	800 dT mercenary Cruiser

TL 12

Missing one Modular Cutter Bay

Demilitarized yet

Hardpoints still intact

Built:  1055  
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	Greatly Reduced 

200dT Free Trader

TL12

Explosive decompression damage

Built:  1089
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	LF78 Light Freighter

100dT  J2  M1  

24dT Cargo hold

Crew:  Min two  Max 8 in Hot Bunk

Structurally Sound

Two hardpoints installed

Built:  1048




CRAZY ULBRECHT’s USED STARSHIP HANGAR

LOW PRICE LOCK DOWN EVERYTHING MUST BE SOLD

NO ONE GOES AWAY EMPTY HANDED
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	Imp Kobe-Maru Class Bulk Carrier

50k dT TL 13

20k dT carried capacity in

ten 2k dT cargo modules

3 modules available at time of sale

Built:  1082

10% MSRP
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	Star Bug

Mining Boat

50dT  M1  TL 11

one mining laser installed

Cargo 25dT

101 Mcr

Built:  1040
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	1099 Rhino Speeder

Atmospheric Air Raft

2 Seats with 500 kg total capacity

Slightly used

Make Offer




ENJOY YORI!   ENJOY YORI!   ENJOY YORI!

We offer you a chance to Enjoy Yori!

Enjoy Yori are specialists in short term home rental. We'd like to introduce ourselves! We specialize in short term home rentals for businessmen and travellers in the city of Devil's Fork. We are highly experienced in short-term letting. Over the last 5 years our clients have returned with gratifying regularity showing that we are in tune with people's requirements. 

WHAT'S A SHORT TERM RENTAL?

We have an extensive portfolio of privately owned homes in central Devil's Fork. Each property is unique and individual as they are all second homes and their owners personal taste and  belongings add to their charm. Instead of suffering the constraints of living in a hotel, why not try an apartment or even a house. Many of our properties have bedrooms larger than your average hotel bedroom and on top of this you get a Bathroom, kitchen and a living room in for example, a one bedroom property. 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

Where do we begin! As mentioned previously, you get more space than a hotel and that means more for your MONEY. Our prices represent good value and compare very well to current Devil's Fork hotel charges. For the average nightly cost of a two star hotel double bedroom, you can rent a two bedroom apartment! All of our properties have well equipped kitchens, many with washing machines and tumble dryers. The kitchen will have all the cutlery, china and cooking utensils required during your stay. This offers the freedom to prepare your own meals, have breakfast in bed or even have a dinner party. The living room provides the perfect settings for relaxing, entertaining or even informal business meetings. Some of our larger properties also have separate dining rooms. All of our properties areconvenient for the best restaurants, theatres, shops, museums and public transport. We are able to rent the properties for a minimum one night stay. Although the idea of renting a privately owned home is total independence, you can, if you require, ask us for help during your stay. We can assist with transport to and from the starport, theatre bookings, food packs, and laundry. We can also arrange maid service and baby sitting should you wish. We also can assist you with a qualified guide and translator from Anglic to Yorian. 

We offer you a chance to Enjoy Yori!

PRICE LIST

STUDIO (sleeps 1-2 Persons) : From Cr20/night

ONE BEDROOM (sleeps 1-2 persons) : From Cr25/night

TWO BEDROOM (sleeps 1-4 persons) : From Cr30/night

Desert Tours also available. For further details or to make an enquiry, please contact :

CommLink: 643-224-5665

Enjoy Yori

3, Barnova Street, M116, AP14

Devil's Fork - YORI

	Tiny radio with amazing sound!
Exciting new Ear-Mate 6300.  Recieves signals from as far away as 100km.  Sound is clearer and cleaner than most other ear installable radio receivers.  Try for 45 days.  No Charge!  Call 0978-1234

__________________________________

Land available on Forboldn

Are you willing to trade your current citizenship for land?  Then come to Forboldn and join the planetary protective forces for 5 years.  Reward paid upon acceptance into the service.  Must provide own transport to Forboldn.

__________________________________
	Adventurer desires trustworthy guides
Has information concerning weak radio signals in an asteroid belt.  Desires to investigate.  Pay is negotiable.

Call 7446-6849, Ask for Kin U. Nir

__________________________________

 For Sale:  Missile Racks
50KCr.  Well Used

Call 1743-1743

__________________________________

Old Starship Blueprints
Send for Listing

AB Roget

General Ship Yards

Regina-Regina

__________________________________
	Annual Spaghetti

Fund Raiser Dinner
The Digbeh Cadets

Down Station Mire

The Meeting Hall

1600 - 2100 hrs

5 credits
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	Sodex'ho Resort

Come stay with us

while visiting Regina

Only 3000 Cr a week.

Play in the waves of our lagoon.

Take the challenge of that Old Game, GOLF, 36 holes available.

Contact: Mire 3533-2336




	UNUSUAL STARSHIP SIGHTED
An unusual and unorthodox designed starship was sited orbiting the outer gas giant of Zamine (Zamine I Zeta).  Naval intelligence sources have not confirmed its identity.  The ship was initially sighted two weeks ago.  A contractor may be hired to salvage.


	

	
	


	"LIGHTNING'S HAND" STRIKES TWICE

	Two recent terror acts claimed by anti-occupation group

The radical Sword World terrorist group, who call themselves Lightning's Hand, have made two new violent attacks on Darrian

citizens. The result has been death and disruption at two busy installations in Darryn Space. At Roget Downport, on the 117th, an incendiary device was detonated in a petrochemicals loading area. Four starport workers were killed in the explosion or resulting fire, which burned for six hours. Though the damage was contained in the pit-style loading area, the smoke plume caused mass confusion with air traffic in the vicinity. A Free Trader and two small craft in the loading area were extensively damaged in the incident. The starship's watch was able to seal himself in the bridge area of the vessel while the fire blazed in the ship's hold and engineering sections.

The two acts were carried out almost simultaneously at Darrian and Roget

A less destructive, but equally disturbing incident was carried out at Darrian Downport almost at the same moment of the explosion on Roget.  An unmanned Yacht belonging to the daughter of a Corea Merchant Lines VP, fired three missiles at the Naval installation. Base defenses were able to disable the missiles before detonation, but not before they were on target toward the depot. Two of the missiles punctured the containment dome, showering the personnel areas with debris. Though no casualties were reported, extensive repairs to the facility will be necessary. If the missiles had not been disarmed prior to impact, it is estimated that the lives of thirty Naval personnel were at stake.


	Special Service agents remain in the dark about the antagonists

These become the twelfth and thirteenth acts of terrorism attributed to Lightning's Hand in the past year. The group contends that Darrian occupation of Torment and Cunnonic is an act of war against all Sword Worlders. They have promised to continue waging war against Darryn until the occupation ends. They have targeted military installations and starports in Roget and Darrian and attempted to kidnap the Darrian Assistant Ambassador to Regina when she visited Equus for the reopening of peace negotiations between Equus and Bovine-Querion. None of their members have been apprehended or identified. A 4 Mcr. reward has been offered for information leading to the capture of the terrorists. The government of the Sword Worlds denies any knowledge or support of the group. Imperial agents at Caladbolg have attempted to prosecute a local cartel for supporting the group, but their case was dropped when their informant destroyed the evidence and fled the system.

Advisory for traders and travelers in the area

At this time there does not appear to be any pattern for location of the attacks. All passenger carriers should be on their guard for

suspicious persons and cargoes. All questionable activities should be reported to the nearest starport authority or Darryn  representative.

	Scout Service Continuous Auction

There is always an Imperial Interplanetary Scout Service Auction of old designs and well used but serviceable seized property at the border planets of Caladbolg or Flammarion.  As an example, the starship at the right is an example of a retired but fully functional capture Zhodani modular scout with displacement of 400 tonnes metric non-atmospheric “cylindrical” configuration with 2 Module shells included for the owner to retrofit as they desire. 
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	WHEN A BODY CAN BE WORTH 220,000 CR

A TALE OF ORGANLEGGERS


	Far from being an 'urban myth', the lucrative trade in human organs is actually on the increase and it is  the vulnerable who are most often the victims.  They were a professional couple, the Karayevs. He, a professor in the Bukhara Technological Institute. She, a surgeon. And they had a sideline, a small travel company offering trips to Spinward Marches for a remarkable 2000 Cr.

But customers never got to the Marches. When police searched the Karayevs' flat earlier this year they found parts of six bodies, 60 passports, and 400,000 Cr. in cash. They don't know how many people the couple killed, only that most of the missing body parts made their way to , the grisly extreme of the growing trade in human organs that has become a multi-million dollar trade.

Heart, liver, and heart-lung transplantation procedures are a standard in medical care. But in many areas the supply of organs is severely limited, sometimes by religious taboo. The needy go elsewhere.  In an ideal universe, a report on the body parts trade, by the Bellagio Task Force, suggests it might be acceptable to encourage donor programmes by rewarding donors with cash in the same way some countries pay blood or semen or egg donors. But that option is unacceptable today, the report concludes, painting a picture of a trade currently so distorted by corruption that its legalisation would only contribute to further pressures to abuse the system.  One committee member went so far as to talk of "the notion that we can eye each other greedily as a source of spare body parts" as "neo-cannibalism". Prof Nancy Scheper-Hughes, an anthropologist at the University of Rhylanor, established a group, Organs Watch, to monitor the trade.  Among the abuses she personally bore witness to in the 1080s, in Ruie and Yorbund morgues, were the bodies of dead kidnap victims who'd had organs removed. Such stories fuelled public fears that police and soldiers were murdering street children and other civilians to supply organs for officials of the military dictatorships and the rich.  At Montes de Oca, on Ruie where many "insane" political dissidents were sent, some 1,321 patients died under mysterious circumstances and another 1,400 patients disappeared. Years later, when some of the bodies were exhumed, it was found that their eyes and other body parts had been removed.  The judicial authorities discovered in 1092 that at the same hospital there was a traffic in blood taken by force from patients and that assassination of the sick was practised for the use and sale of their organs, particularly their corneas. Prof Scheper-Hughes accepts that the evidence this happened elsewhere on a widespread or systematic basis is inconclusive, and many doctors believe it is an "urban myth", but such has been the fear engendered in several 
	Spinward worlds that crowds have been known to attack strangers, accusing them of child snatching for the purpose of organ removal.   Yet the Regina intelligence service last year said it had received reports of killings of street children by the Vilani Mafia and subsequent shipments under false papers of organs to clinics in the Core. Similar suggestions have come from the Rhylanor police about Sharrip traffickers. What has been more authoritatively documented, however, is the flourishing trade in the Sword Worlds in the organs of executed prisoners - the main source for transplant for rich foreign businessmen and party cadres. The Sworders admit the practice, but say it is small-scale and always with consent.  Not so, says Human Rights Watch. It quotes multiple Regina sources describing the systematic harvesting of kidneys, corneas, liver tissue and heart valves, and claims that executions are even deliberately botched to postpone brain stem death and help the retrieval of organs while blood is still circulating.  Harry Wu, a Regina human-rights activist, told a Rhylanor conference that he "interviewed a doctor who routinely participated in removing kidneys from condemned prisoners. In one case she said, breaking down in the telling, she had even participated in a surgery in which both kidneys were removed from a living, anaesthetised prisoner late at night. The following morning the prisoner was executed by a bullet to the head".  The practice is a violation of the ethics codes of both the Imperial Medical Association and the Imperial Medico Transplant Society.

Dr Lawrence Cohen, a co-founder of Organs Watch and a Rhylanor lecturer, has reported from his own studies in The Solomani Confederation that "a kidney for a dowry" has caught on and become a fairly common strategy for poor families. Reform was prompted by a series of scandals in the mid-1090s, not least the case of a Core hospital whose doctors removed some 1,000 kidneys from patients without their permission. They were told they were in for routine operations or to give blood.

In a major investigation last year on the harvesting of body parts from the dead, the Moa  newspaper Register reported that skin, tendons, heart valves, veins and corneas are valued at about 110,000 Cr.   Add bone from the same body, and one body can be worth about 220,000 Cr.



	
	

	SWORD WORLD LEADER TRIED IN ABSTENTIA
	OPERATION NATIVE DANCER CONTINUES

	General Ansel Grahame, leader of Joyeuse Defense Forces, was indicted, in abstentia, for  money laundering and contriband trafficking charges in the Lanth Subsector.  General Grahame’s activities purportedly included the movement of slaves labelled as “live cargo” and “biological samples” to the Sword World enclaves of Iron, Bronze, Steel and Mithril.

In retrospect, the Imperium has responded to previous allegations regarding Grahame with Operation Native Dancer, so named in memory of the diplomatic ship that met with an unexplained explosion at Biter/SM1526 in late 1101.  Sword World authorities would not allow Imperial investigatior into the region.

____________________________________________________
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	The rivalry between Sword Worlder civilian elites and military and the “Native” Darryn of Entrope is a recurring theme in Entrope.  Prompted by government restrictions on media and civil liberties, in the summer of 1101 more than 100 business, civic, and religious groups formed a loose coalition that organized widespread anti-government demonstrations.   Entrope’s developing domestic crisis was paralleled by rising tensions between the Sworder Government and the Imperium. The Imperium froze economic  trade  to  the Sword Worlds in mid-1103 in response to the political crisis and an attack on the emissary ship, Native Dancer, as well as the atrocities against native Entropeans, most  genetic Darrians. In late 1103, The Duke of Regina invoked the Interstellar Emergency Economic Powers Act, freezing Sworder Government assets in Imperial banks and prohibiting payments by Imperial agencies, firms, and individuals to the Sword World regime. The Government of Gram countered by ousting the Imperial Agency for Interplanetary Development in early 1104; before the end of the year, the Imperium cut off all trade to the Sword Worlds.

Operation Native Dancer , which actually began in 1102, deployed a marine brigade-sized task force from  the  11th Marine Division with a mechanized infantry battalion from the -----Imperial Battleron----------- to protect Imperial interests in the region, and perform a show of force in Lanth for 6 months at a time.  There were also provisions to exercise and practice the necessary defensive contingency plans, operations named Sand Fleas, Purple Rain and Yellow Storm.  The Imperium exercised its missions by moving units of the 193d Marine Bde (Light) with attached sustain operations elements throughout the Lanth and adjacent areas. The marines of 1Btn/504th Planetary Assault Regiment (PARA), 5Co/ 87th Mech Marine Btn and 4Co/6th Marine Engineers were also utilized in the area.




	ILLEGAL MERCHANTMEN SEIZURES?
	TERRORIST STRIKE ON GRAM


The Golden Lily is one of a dozen small merchant vessels seized in the past few months in the Darrian subsector in an act of extremely aggressive skip-tracing and repossession. Rumors abound about a new shadow corporation handling these activities for some of the larger megacorporations who wish to remain uninvolved due to legal considerations. Several complaints have been filed with the Ministry of Justice on Mire-Darrian due to the nature of the repossessions. Rumors state the agents simply board the vessel and uses overwhelming force to remove any threats to the operation. This means that any action taken by the crew to defend the vessel is considered a hostile act and met with deadly force. So far, out of the twelve vessels seized, only two crewmen have survived, and they are in custody awaiting trial. The has been no official word from the Ministry of Justice at this time. Several lawsuits have been filed against GenTech and the Suma-Tangien Corporation on behalf of the deceased crewmembers, but the families of those on board are not entitled to any recompense due to the illegal nature of the activity of those involved, and no one at the corporate executive level will reveal the name of the corporation responsible.

	
	The terrorist group known as the Red Hand has claimed responsibility for the explosion killing three people on Gram last month. The group states they will continue to fight against "Sworder aggression" , and they will not stop "until the Entrope has been set free". Security has been increased by some of the noble Sworder houses, but many others simply disregard such as acts of a small group of unfortunate extremists who "cannot survive in a civilized world". Count Paul Montarra was quoted, "I might not believe those people are widely supported, but I’m not risking my four year old daughter on that assumption." Count Montarra has increased security at his home in Pribonn, Gram which borders the Pontafa province.
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	An FGMP-15 was stolen from a visiting Imperial Marines Grav-APC at the Mire downport’s Customs Hanger two weeks ago. So far, nothing has been heard about it, but the marine who left it unattended was severely disciplined.

___________________________________________________

Robots all over the starport have been acting strangely. They have been more alert than normal at times, and several have disappeared. Local authorities believe those missing were stolen,

and discount any inquiries of "higher intelligence" as fanciful imaginations.

___________________________________________________

A Merchant Guild Broker named Ashishanna Durieantiannar has escaped custody and is loose on the station. She is a large aslan female, and there are several holographic images on

the displays of her. She was charged with assault and battery of a merchant freighter captain who alleges that she was attempting to coerce him into buying cargo far above normal prices. She is

considered armed and dangerous.


	The Toporek has been sighted again. The now-famous ghost ship of the Terant system was originally a reserve fleet fast frigate that was lost in during the fourth frontier war. This time it reported by two sensor operators on the bulk merchant freight vessel Algotha. They officially reported seeing the vessel on both passive and active scanners while actually having long range visual sighting. The company who owns the vessel inspected the sensor logs and has claimed "no such sensor report exists". Then how is it that the two crewmen were fired the same week, after they produced a bootleg copy of the log? They haven’t been seen since. Every paranoia conspiracy fanatic has been searching all over for the evidence.




	TORMENT MINES SHUT DOWN RIOTS SEEN
	ALLIED TAPE PRODUCT RECALLED

	Three mining complexes have been shut down due to lack of supply parts. The power converter modules originally supplied by Nestoria Electronics have been unavailable ever since the

company went into Chapter 47.05C Bankruptcy two months ago. The existing supplies have been exhausted and the larger mining research corporations are paying top dollar for anyone who can

supply them. Several smaller firms have cut back on work and sold off several of the scarce parts for high prices and/or research data concessions.  Because mining subsidizes food purchases, food riots are foreseen for the near future.

Rumors of a Swordies assault of the system abound. It has GOT to be true?, a young well dressed speaker says, ?why else would all of the reserves have been called to active duty overnight??


	A recall has been issued today by Allied Industries. Lot numbers are listed to recall rolls of industrial strength tape used by nearly every area of industry and mechanical repair. It seems that a chemical reaction between the tape's adhesive and an imported engine coolant can create a weak acid, possibly damaging nearby components when activated.

____________________________________________________

Wanted:

Mechanic for starport cargo loading maintenance division. 

Excellent pay and benefits. 

Apply at the Main Terminal Admin Office. 

Training available.



	Baron Relis Mylagian

TO move to junior fillial holdings
In a surprise move, Baron Relis has announced his move to the Junior Fillial holdings of the family Relis.  The Relis holdings were divided five years ago amongst his three daughters.  The eldest two of the daughters have been in the news recently, squabbling both in public and behind closed Justice Ministry doors concerning the division of the holdings.  The Baron mentioned that he is hiring a personal company of 100 body guards to accompany him to the holdings.  The Baron informed this reporter that he would be willing to cover room and board plus a 3000 DCr monthly salary.  There would be no uniform stipend as each uniform would have to be custom made.  As usual, the Baron's arming subsidy would be in force.
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	FLASH from Rhylanor Naval Station  SM2716 - Darrian and Imperial Naval patrols have reported an incursion into Imperial Space by Aslan forces using several 600dT transports.  These transports have been depositing expiditionary invasion forces in an attempt to seize Imperial and Darrian soveriegn planets.  These incursions have been viewed as hostile and all Aslan vessels are to be treated as HOSTILE until further notice.  Several trade delegations and corporations have been notified of these proceedings and all Aslan associations have been put on notice to the same degree. All Imperial Naval and associated Marine Forces are hereby placed on Level One response alert until further notice.  All reserve forces and colonial planetary forces are also placed at Level Two response alert until further notice.  No activation of retired or inactive military forces has been incurred.  Imperial Scout couriers are recalled as well as any auxiliaries.  No activation of retired Scouts has occurred.



	Industrial Equipment Classifieds

	
	
	

	Apartments, Furnished

Private area. LR, DR, Kitchen.

1BR, 2BR and 3BR avail.  

w/walk-in closets, Full Fresher. 

No pets 1650 DCr /mo. 

All utils pd. TV included

Bush Hog Harvester Planter

1800 Model

Mining Equipment

Gas Mining and Hard Rock Mining


	TD20E pwr shift crawler dozer, 11'6" wd

40,000 DCr

645 whl loader. 3 yd bucket,

19,200 DCr

1900 m2 of Machine shop & Fab. machinery.

1200 m2  Warehouse, 12m high ceilings, fully insulated, month  to month ok. 

3100 DCr monthly


	Forklift YaleMule 10K kg reach truck

Loader YaleMan 2K kg Manual loader

Container Racks  1K kg per square

Auction

Construction Equipmant

Derfidude Concrete, Landscaping

and Haulers, Inc. 

605 W. 62nd Avenue



	Obituary Notice


	More Organ Leggers

	Col. Sam A. Kairnes, Darryn Orbital Forces (Ret.), 1018 - 1105, a resident of Mire since 1061, died suddenly on 170-1105. He is survived by his beloved wife of 59 years, Charlotte B.; daughter, Cynthia; son, Sam A. and daughter-in-law, Nancy; grandson, James H. Wall Jr. and wife, Chandra; granddaughters, Suzanne O'Neill and husband, Bill, Charlotte Smith and husband, Doug  and Cindy M.; great-grandson, Christopher Wall; and great-granddaughter, Amanda Wall.  He was a veteran of the Fourth Frontier War, having served for 27 years in the Darryn Orbital Forces as an administrative officer in the Foreign Reports Offices of the Imperial Navy, retiring in 1090. Memorial services will be held at the family compound.  Please make donations to the Darryn Officer’s Orphans Fund in lieu of flowers.


	A boy thought his grandmother was taking him to Kashii for an Amusement Holiday , but Mire police say she had planned to sell her grandson so his organs could be used for transplants.  Police in Ryazan, 250 kilometers southeast of Mire Downport, said today they arrested a woman after they were tipped off that she was trying to sell her grandson to a man who was going to take the boy to the Sword Worlds. There his organs were to be removed and sold, a Ryazan police duty officer said.  After a surveillance operation, police moved in to arrest the woman Twosday, capturing the event on a videotape that was released in part today. Police did not reveal the woman’s name.  The woman was helped in the scheme by the boy’s uncle, who told police the child was being sold for about DCr 70,000.  When asked how he could sell his nephew, the uncle replied: “My mother said that it is none of my business,  he is her grandson.”  The boy, whose age was not released, lived with his grandmother. Police said she told him he was going on Holiday.  Body parts have, reportedly, been smuggled out of Torment in the past for sale in the Sword Worlds as organ replacements.



	For Sale:  Lost Treasure Ships of the Great Abyss
By:  Enil Iddukagan  360 Pages BMX< TMX and folio format.

25Cr Contact Esotear Roddock at 345-678-9101112


	Narsil – Sword Worlds – Food riots continue as population stressors are seen to rise daily.  Oceans are going barren.  The hydrographic rating is 40% of surface area, which is not ehough to support the planetary population of UWP Code “A”.

	NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that on 180-1105  the Mire Agency for Surplus Property will open Store Front Operations to the public from 9:00am to 4:00pm; at Starport Block 87505. Items for sale will include: Vehicles ranging from 1,000 to 4,000cr Computer equipment ranging from 20cr to 300cr Office furniture No firearms or other ironmongery is available at this sale. Items are subject to change. All items are used items they are "as-is" "where-is" with no guarantee or warrantee. Inspection of items will be on day of sale. All sales are final no refunds or exchanges. Only Cashcredit cards or valid Bank Checks will be accepted; sorry no personal checks.
	Notice

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF LORIS E. WARD, Deceased. NOTICE OF HEARING BY PUBLICATION TO:UNKNOWN HEIRS OF LORIS E. WARD, DECEASED, AND ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO HAVE OR CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF LORIS E. WARD, DECEASED, OR IN THE MATTER BEING LITIGATED IN THE HEREINAFTER MENTIONED HEARING

at

Starport Block 87597

	News Desk

A recent rash of jewel thefts have jewelry collectors worried. Four members of the Jacent

Jewelers Guild have reported losses involving over three hundred and fifty thousand credits. Two of

the items stolen are one of a kind creations that have been part of the Darrian Historical Collection for over one hundred years. This collection has been touring the Darrian Confederation for the past three years.  The Justice Ministry is investigating the thefts, and some of the collectors have also hired independent investigators from agencies such as StarChaser and Recall to do so as well. The JM has no official comment on this action, but sources have confided in this reporter that tensions have grown with this situation, as the private investigations are beginning to interfere with the MJ.

	Legal Notice

Letter of Marque Issuance
To all who read this notice, be aware, that Raoul Holdenfield, the bearer of said letter, is an official agent of the Daryen Confederation and in so doing, is so allowed to take as prizes of war, any materials, cargo, military equipment or starships captured or otherwise gained, while proceeding on Daryen business in the regions inside or outside of the Confederation. Said bearer may take as prizes, any enemy equipment seized or gained through combat or otherwise, as long as all means are taken not to injure or harm non-combatants within Daryen space.

The use of this letter to take as prize or possession any Daryen or Allied property is strictly forbidden.



	Dukh/Ley 111-1105  Traveller News Agency

Professor Mikel Asronov of Dukh University has released information that he believes is evidence of a previously unknown advanced race once inhabiting “Someworld” during the time of the Ziru Sirka, or approximately 5,000+ years ago. The professor is currently arranging funding for an archeological expedition to further explore his discoveries.


	Aslan Female Missing – Reward Offer Increased

Aslan Female, Hlausau' Ktyakuhois,  considered a major political figure in her “home planet,” Mire,  was exploring business opportunities for the Oikhoiseaha clan when she vanished. Aslan females are concerned with trade, industry, and the accumulation of knowledge. Upper class males have little conception of money and are literally incapable of functioning in a technological society without aid, so they are thus seldom encountered without the supervision of a wife, mother, or other female relative or employer. In 585 IR,  the Aslan Fteirle ihatei (landless sons) took service with Darrians. They have served notably in all military and trade conflicts for Daryen.  The reward for her safe return has been increased from 30 to 42 MCr. Please contact the local representative of the Oikhoiseaha clan, E'ae Kouwoureal, on Mire. 
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For Sale

Deep Rift Highliner Faraway Class  Type R6 (TL9)

250 YO
Unstreamlined using a 100-ton hull giving a performance of jump-4 and 4G with up to 700 tons in 100-ton modules and a 20-ton Launch/Lifeboat. One stateroom. One permanent Hard Point with three addition available “mobile” hard points, installed when modules are used.  Full crew compliment is 5.  Drive Potentials:: No pods: 6G acceleration, jump-0 (due to lack of fuel). Can be operated with a single crewman. 1 pod: 4G acceleration, 2 consecutive jump-2 (with one Fuel Pod). Minimum 4 crewmen.  2-3 pods: 2G acceleration, Jump-2. Must have a Crew Pod, so maximum 2 Fuel Pods. This allows two consecutive jump-2 in the 3-pod configuration. Minimum 5 crewmen.  4-7 pods: 1G acceleration, jump-1. With six Fuel Pods, seven consecutive jump-1 are possible. Minimum 5 crewmen.  MSRP when built MCr 54.5.  2% or  best offer.

Answer this ad at Les Sabres Noire, Mire Down Station. Will arrange meeting and sale through this desk.



	
	

	
	

	
	


	ScienceDaily (Apr. 4, 2000) — 03/30/00 BOZEMAN -- Michael Daly occasionally gets letters from schoolchildren who find "the world’s toughest bacterium" listed in the Guinness Book of Records.  Deinococcus radiodurans can withstand 10,000 times the amount of radiation that would kill a human, earning it monikers like "Super Bug" and "Conan the Bacterium."  "It’s just phenomenal how much radiation life can take and remain viable," said Daly, a scientist at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, a military medical school on Nosea.  Daly was one of about 20 scientists who talked about their studies of "weird life," or life in extreme environments, at a recent conference Daryen.  Sponsored by the Daryen Aeronautics and Space Administration, the conference will help the stellar travel agency fine tune programs aimed at understanding how life began in the violent early years of the planet. The gathering was organized by the Thermal Biology Institute-Bozeman.  "We may be the generation to understand the origins of life," said Anne Kinney, director of Astronomical Search for Origins and Planetary Systems Program.  On this planet, life is not limited to the cushy places. Microbes--mostly bacteria and organisms from a domain of life called archaea--live in some of the coldest, hottest, deepest, driest, saltiest, most acidic, nutrient-poor and oxygen-deprived environments scientists have thought to look. "It’s a burgeoning field," said John Spear of the University of Roget. "People are literally beginning to look under the rocks."  D. radiodurans was living in swollen tins of irradiated meat when discovered in Rorre in the 1000s. Studies revealed a unique, almost bizarre, ability to repair numerous DNA double strand breaks--the most lethal kind of genetic damage--within hours.  "Its DNA is highly damaged at 1.7 million rads ," Daly said. (One thousand rads is deadly to humans.) "Its DNA is all chopped up. There are between 1,000 and 2,000 DNA fragments per cell, but they’re all fixed in about 24 hours."  Engineering D. radiodurans so it also has an appetite for toxic compounds associated with nuclear waste would create an alternative (and cheaper) cleanup method for 3,000 nuclear waste sites, Daly said. So far such work, funded by Daryen, looks promising.  The potential usefulness of "extremophiles" cropped up repeatedly during the two-day meeting. After all, an enzyme isolated from a bacterium living in a hot spring has made possible DNA fingerprinting and a host of related genetic studies and processes. Many at the conference want to know how well the organisms they find in the planet’s meanest places are actually doing. Do they play active parts in their ecosystems or are they just hanging out? Bacteria frozen in lake ice "barely can handle it," said ecologist John Priscu, whereas microbes in hotsprings in appear to be fairly well adapted.  "Living a poor man’s existence"is how microbiologist Imre Friedmann described microbes clinging to the underside of stones in hot dry deserts like the Atacama in Cunnonic. A doyen of the group, Friedmann has studied extremophiles in both hot and cold environments, including the Siberian permafrost, since the 1000s.
	But only lately have I begun to understand what makes them live and die," he told the group.  Hot, dry environments are harsher than cold ones because the limiting factor is water.  "In a super-cold environment, the limiting factor is not the cold itself but the lack of warm hours," Friedmann said. "They need some heat to keep alive."  But what makes the clock stop altogether is dehydration, said James Clegg from the University of Daryen at Jacent. That is, unless you’re a microscopic invertebrate. The embryos of brine shrimp called artemia can almost totally dry out without dying, and then rehydrate themselves when there’s water. Nematodes and an organism called tardigrade can survive nearly 98 percent dehydration. "They’re neither dead nor alive," said Clegg, "What makes the clock go is water."  Based on the "weird life" they’ve found on earth, many of the scientists expressed plausibility for simple organisms living in outer space.  "I would not be surprised if there’s life on Mars," said Daly. "It’s not unlikely."  The issue is how to look.

The limits of life on Terran Type Planets are much broader than previously  thought. Examples of life at extreme conditions include: 

Hottest: 235.4 F--bacteria from deep sea vents 

Coldest: 5 F--microalgae in Antarctic rocks 

Deepest: Bacteria, two miles underground in rocks 

Most acidic: Unclassified organisms growing on gypsum in caves 

at pH 0 

Highest radiation: 5 million rads--Deinococcus radiodurans 

(bacteria)***

Saltiest: Bacteria, 30 percent salt environment 

Deepest and Highest pressure: 1200 atm--at bottom of Marianas Trench (Oceanic)

Farthest: Luna/Earth, Streptococcus mitus (from human source) from Surveyor III camera after three years unprotected on lunar surface

	Soldiers Mutiny - Attempt Coup

Gunfire and grenade blasts reverberated through Wardn's capital, Arusha, overnight on 173-1105, when a group of soldiers mutinied and attempted to stage a coup, the defense minister said.  The mutiny appeared to still be underway late Monday morning. There were unconfirmed reports that a senior military officer had been wounded, but no other casualties were reported.  Gen. Cyrille Ndayirukiye, minister of defense, announced on state-run radio Monday morning that the fighting broke out around midnight, just hours before President Pierre Buyoya was due to finalize a power-sharing deal with opposition political parties in Arusha..  ``A group of soldiers, that we call mutineers, have attempted another coup,'' Ndayirukiye said. ``These mutineers are against the Arusha peace accords and do not know the necessity of the accords.''  He called on all senior military officers to keep their troops under tight control and for government authorities to keep civilians calm. Ndayirukiye also called on the mutineers to desist, return to barracks and obey their commanders.  It was not immediately clear where the mutineers were located, how many were involved or whether they had been brought under control. The mutineers cut conventional telephone lines in the capital and only mobile telephones worked.

Soldiers seized any civilian trucks or vans they could find to go into the countryside. There were reports in Bujumbura that troops outside the capital had joined the mutiny. Soldiers in the capital appeared to be supporting the government.  Troops also took control of independent radio stations, which extensively reported on an earlier  coup attempt forcing them to play only music.  Wardn has been at civil war since Tutsi paratroopers assassinated the nation's first democratically elected president, a Hutu, 365-1104.  Minority Tutsis have controlled the government and army for all but four months since independence in 1962. Hutu rebels have fought to overthrow the government and for almost eight years, resulting in the deaths of more than 200,000 people, most of them civilians.  Buyoya was in the capital on Monday to finalize the establishment of a new transitional government designed to help end the civil war.


	Under the plan mediated by Needlmayer Melson, he would lead the coalition government for the first 18 months, after which he would turn over power to a Hutu politician.  

While all of the Hutu political parties have signed on to the plan, the two rebel groups fighting the government have rejected the plan and continue to fight. Hardline Tutsi parties have also rejected the plan and accuse Buyoya of selling them out.  Hardline Tutsis in the army are also known to oppose the peace process. The earlier  coup attempt coincided with Buyoya's visit to the city of Gabon, where he met with Hutu rebel leaders.  Accusations made by the 3rd Imperium imply the Sworld Worlds as backers of the rebels on Wardn.  Wardn was originally a Sword World client state that was seized during the 2nd Frontier Wars, along with Olympia and Smoug.  The original Sworder names were Gold, Electrum and Silver, respectively, being part of the metal Worlds Belt.
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	The One-Eyed Jack

Jackson Evenrude Carter, LLC, PA

Order of Darryn States

Cunnonic Station Bay 19

Cunnonic - DARRYN

Box 1663

Phone:  1663-2121
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	Minneapolis Class Free Trader
200 tons, MCr57.61(MSRP)
Jump-2, 2G, 80 tons fuel, Model/1bis,

12 Staterooms (Mid Berths),

2 hardpoints (single turret pulse lasers that may be upgraded),

44 tons cargo. Streamlined. 

Minimum 4 crew (pilot, navigator, engineer, medic)
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For Sale at 10% of MSRP

Call Mary Echo 872196

Ask for Geno



	Scheduled Service Continues

Scheduled services exist between the Sword Worlds and Collace. Two main lines work the route, Tukera and one Sword Worlder, Chaperon Blancs, plus an assortment of Free Traders and chartered ships.  The standard route runs from Collace, Dallia, Notocol, Walston, Asteline, Flammarion and then to Narsil, and on to Gram and Sacnoth. The six jumps involved means a time of about fifty days for the route, assuming an Express voyage is arranged.  About two hundred kilotons of goods to the value of about two billion credits per year go along this route, plus about seven thousand passengers a year.

Much of the route is negotiable only by jump-3 ships, and the freight rate is Cr 6400 per dton of cargo. Middle passage for the route costs KCr 32, or double this for High.  The route is as safe as can be hoped for on the Imperial fringe, with only Notocol not offering a high quality starport.

A second, faster route exists, but it is far less safe and only attempted by the desperate and the foolhardy. Rather than taking the safe rimward path, the route goes through the Five Districts subsector, going Collace, Avastan, 875-496, Iderati, Flammarion and then Narsil. This route goes through the unihabited 875-496 system, and therefore is advisable only for those going in convoy with Imperial warships. As this route involves only five jumps, a time of forty five days should be achieved.



	Rossum's Universal Robots

Inhabier:  Karel Čapek

	[image: image24.emf]
Heavily used condition; no weapons arms

Call Capek 2001 HAL DAVE
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TL 12 unit Slashed by 50%

Call Capek 2001 HAL DAVE
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	Duuahka Science Starship

Displacement: 310

Jump Rating: 2

Acceleration: 1G

Crew: 2 + 20 Scientists

Armament: 2 turrets

Small Craft: Ship’s Boat, Air/raft

15% MSRP base tonnage

Call Daryen Institute

Mire Starport 9892345631
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	Captured:  

Merchant Cruiser (type Surface Maru): Built on a 1000-ton hull, the Cruiser mounts jump drive-V, maneuver drive-V, and power plant-V, giving a performance of jump-4 and 4G acceleration. Fuel tankage of 440 tons supports the power plant and one jump-4. Adjacent to the bridge is a Model/5 computer.

There are thirty staterooms and no low berths. The Cruiser has

ten hard points; for mounting triple weapon turrets. The ship can carry two modular cutters. Forty-five tons are devoted to cargo hold. The ship is streamlined and atmospheric.

Cruiser crew of 22: 

The ships MSRP  MCr653.2

Your Cost MC53.2

Call Mire Orbital Patrol Service

	Travellers’ Aid Society Advisory Report


Reports received from the Darrian subsector in the Spinward Marches tell of  an unidentified starship of markedly unorthodox design which has been making use of unauthorized transmission frequencies. Originally sighted in 1103, the ship immediately came to Navy attention by standing off  Spume and transmitting on a restricted military band. Interceptors scrambled immediately, but the ship jumped out system while the fighters were at extreme range.  Later reports have placed the ship at Rorre where it stood off for nearly five weeks without any contact, then jumped. The lack of local bases or traffic made interception impossible.  Last known contact took place off Ilium where the local scout base immediately sent five 100dT scouts on contact duty. Although the unknown immediately jumped, some basic data was recovered from scanners.


Scanner Data
Mass Displacement:

500-800 tons

Jump:

at least 2

Maneuver:

2G (?)

Armament: 

unknown

Reports of additional sightings should be forwarded to the local Travellers' Aid Society for central consolidation.



	
	

	
	

	Standard Cargo Containers

Svenson Small Craft, LIC proudly announces the release of a complete line of standardized cargo containers. All containers conform to the specifications set forward in the Imperial Trade Commission's Standard Cargo Container Specification document.

Trade and commerce is greatly enhanced by the use of standard sized cargo containers. The Imperium has to use such containers to speed operations in busy ports. The most flexible sizes for small ships would run through 1 ton, 2 ton and 4 ton sizes.

If designed properly they would be stackable and interchangeable. So, two 2 ton containers would fit where one 4 ton container would be stored and two 1 ton containers would fit where one 2 ton container would be stored.

A ships cargo hold would be designed to optimize the storage of

these standard sized containers.

Standard 1 ton Cargo Container

Tons: 1std (USL cube)
Cargo: 1std(1/0)

Volume: 14m3

Cost: 0.010 MCr

Mass (L/C): 14t/0t
Maintenance Points: 0

Dimensions: 2.4m x 2.4m x 2.4m
TL: 12

Size: 6

Controls: Dynamic, Low automation

0 Power (/FCell:0.01MW)

0 Life Sup. (/Ty:Mn,Mn)

0[1] Armor, 0 structure


	Standard 2 ton Cargo Container

Tons: 2std (USL Medium Box)
Cargo: 2std(1/0)

Volume: 28m3

Cost: 0.017 MCr

Mass (L/C): 14t/0t
Maintenance Points: 0

Dimensions: 4.8m x 2.4m x 2.4m
TL: 12

Size: 6

Controls: Dynamic, Low automation

0 Power (/FCell:0.01MW)

0 Life Sup. (/Ty:Mn,Mn)

0[1] Armor, 0 structure

Standard 4 ton Cargo Container

Tons: 4std (USL Long Box)
Cargo: 4std(1/0)

Volume: 56m3

Cost: 0.020 MCr

Mass (L/C): 57t/1t
Maintenance Points: 0

Dimensions: 9.6m x 2.4m x 2.4m
TL: 12

Size: 6

Controls: Dynamic, Low automation

0 Power (/FCell:0.01MW)

0 Life Sup. (/Ty:Mn,Mn)

0[1] Armor, 1 structure



	Assistance Requested and Required:

Small package or crate of unlisted contents required to be delivered to outback station on planet in Darrian Space.  Requires starship capable of planet fall to surface “X” starport.  Also requires and air raft/speeder.  Compensation will be commiserate with value of final package. For details see this desk at Les Sabres Noir.  Add # 14579


	


	Searching for the First Galaxies

To locate galaxies which were forming near the beginning of the universe, astronomers look for sources which have very high redshifts.

Cosmic Redshift

As a result of the expansion of the universe, light from distant galaxies shifts towards longer wavelengths. The process is called redshifting and is fairly analogous to the well-known Doppler effect where an increase in pitch is noted for approaching sounds and a decrease is noted for receding sounds.

Age/Redshift of the Universe

The  age of the universe is related to the redshift. Redshift is a quantity astronomers use to measure how much the light from distant galaxies has shifted towards redder wavelengths due to the expansion of the universe. Galaxies which emit light at very early times have very high redshifts. As a result of our detailed knowledge of how the universe expands, we are able to obtain an approximate relationship between the age of the universe and the redshift a galaxy would have if it emitted light at that time.

The redshift of a source tells us how much light from that source has been shifted in wavelength since it was originally emitted. For example, a redshift of 2 means that light from a source has tripled in wavelength since it was emitted, a redshift of 3 means that light from a source has quadrupled in wavelength since it was emitted, and a redshift of 0 means that there was no change in the wavelength of light since emission. Redshift is usually abbreviated as "z." Since the redshift of a source tells astronomers how much smaller the universe was when the source emitted its light, astronomers are able to use the redshift of sources to determine the age of the universe at that time.

At present, current searches for the first galaxies are taking place at redshifts between 6 and 10, which corresponds to between 500 and 900 million years after the Big Bang. Since we know from current WMAP measurements that the universe is 13.6 billion years old, we are looking back to a time, when the universe was just four to seven percent of its current age.


	The Drop-Out Method

A short movie showing how the observed spectrum of star-forming galaxies (thick black line) changes as we observe it at higher and higher redshift. Redshift is denoted here in this movie as "z". Note how the break in the spectrum shifts to redder and redder wavelengths as a result of this redshifting effect. To be able to identify galaxies at the highest redshifts (and thus near the beginning of the universe), it is necessary to be able to measure the fluxes of sources at near-infrared wavelengths (>1000 nm). High-redshift galaxies are frequently found by noting a significant break in the spectrum as seen through a set of discrete filters (shown here in terms of their wavelength sensitivities as a set of colored lines).

Astronomers employ a number of different strategies to find sources at the highest redshifts. One of the most popular and useful of these strategies is the "dropout" technique. The "dropout" technique relies upon the fact that the universe is filled with a large amount of neutral hydrogen and this hydrogen absorbs light at wavelengths bluer than 121.6 nm. As a result of this absorption, we see a very distinct break in the spectrum of an object. The position of this break allows us to determine how much the light from a source has been redshifted. For objects with a redshift of 0, there will be no change in the wavelength of this break, and it will occur at 122 nm. However, for objects at redshifts of 6, this break will occur at a much redder wavelength (851 nm).

The most important techniques for finding galaxies at very high redshifts has been called the "Drop Out" Technique, or Lyman Break Technique. It takes advantage of the significant break that occurs in the spectrum of high-redshift galaxies due to absorption by neutral hydrogen. One possible spectrum of a star-forming galaxy at a redshift of 7 is shown in the top panel. The presence of neutral hydrogen has a rather dramatic effect on the spectrum of this galaxy -- creating a rather abrupt drop off in flux blueward of 970 nm. Astronomers often look for sources which show this abrupt drop off in flux by taking images of the sky using many different filters. Each filter has sensitivity at different wavelengths. The sensitivities of several of the more useful filters on the Deep Space telescope DST are shown in the middle panel and has been used in the acquisition of data for several of the deepest DST images ever obtained. These filters have central 




	First Galaxies

wavelengths of 591 nm, 776 nm, 944 nm, 1119 nm, and 1604 nm, respectively, and frequently known by the names "V", "i", "z", "J", and "H" bands, respectively. The bottom panel shows images of the redshift 7 source from the top panel, as seen through these filters. This source clearly shows up in the two longest wavelength filters "J" and "H," but completely disappears in the three bluest wavelength filters "V," "i," and "z." The presence of such a distinct break is a clear indication that we have found a galaxy at very high redshift which emitted its light at very early times.

Astronomers often search for galaxies that emitted their light at specific epochs by searching for this spectral break. They obtain images of the sky at a number of different wavelengths and then look for the sources that disappear or "drop-out" at a specific wavelength. 

Some Recent Results

600 galaxies which have redshifts of 6, which means that these objects emitted their light when the universe was just 900 million years old. The large number of galaxies found at such early times allows us to make great progress in understanding their properties. For example, we have been able to estimate the volume density of these galaxies as a function of their luminosity. We have been able to measure their sizes: they are about ten times smaller than our own Milky Galaxy. We have also been able to weigh the stars in these objects (some contain masses equivalent to more than ten billion suns).

 Four candidate galaxies that are likely to have redshifts of 7 and thus have emitted their light when the universe was just 750 million years old. Each of the four candidate high-redshift galaxies are presented in a distinct row. All four candidate galaxies are shown using images at each of five different wavelengths (591 nm, 776 nm, 944 nm, 1119, and 1604 nm). These galaxies are all clearly detected at wavelengths redder than 1000 nm, but remain completely undetected at wavelengths bluer than 800 nm. This abrupt drop-off in the flux is strongly characteristic of star-forming galaxies at high redshifts and occurs due to the absorption of light by the large amounts of neutral hydrogen in the universe at early times. Astronomers use the presence of this break to find high-redshift galaxies. The present sources were found over four years ago in the Ultra Deep Field and the Great Observatory Origins Deep Survey Fields with NICMOS. 
	Until recently, considerably less was known about galaxies that existed earlier than 900 million years after the Big Bang. Identifying galaxies at such early times (redshift 7 and greater) was challenging because light from these objects shifts into the infrared. To be able to detect these objects and measure a break, it is necessary to obtain very deep images at both optical and near-infrared wavelengths, and this is not easy to do using ground-based telescopes since there is a significant amount of background light that comes from our own atmosphere. In fact, this background light is some 100,000 times larger than the very faint high-redshift sources we are looking for.

Background light is much less of a problem, if we use telescopes in space to make the observations.   To our good fortune, recently a very powerful new instrument known as the Wide Field Camera 3 (WFC3) was installed on the Deep  Space Telescope.  WFC3 has a very powerful near-IR camera WFC3/IR that is capable of acquiring exceptionally high quality data.   The WFC3/IR instrument is much more efficient at obtaining the data to find distant galaxies than was the previous generation instrument NICMOS -- due to its much wider field of view and greater sensitivity.


	Traveller New Service

Regina/Regina (0310-A788899-A) Date: 097-1105

Officials of the General Shipyards on Regina announced that it has completed negotiations with Tukera Lines to locally manufacture L-Hyd drop tanks for use on high-capacity commercial vessels. General will assemble components at its more modern facilities on Pixie (0303-A1001030-D). The first production examples are expected to be available within six months, at which time Tukera Lines will begin high capacity service from the interior. Component assembly will be carried out at General's more modern facilities on Pixie (0303-A100103-D). 

L-Hyd drop ships have only been in service for the last dozen years in the interior, being made possible by recent advances in the field of capacitor engineering, a joint press release explained. Commercial vessels equipped with the new generation of long-storage jump capacitors carry jump fuel in specially designed L-Hyd drop tanks in excess of their rated tonnage. Upon conversion of the fuel to the massive energy required for jump, the drop tanks are explosively jettisoned through the use of break-away connections and explosive bolts. Jump is executed when the remains of the tanks are a safe distance from the vessel. 

A spokesman for General Shipyards explained that local yards are not yet capable of manufacturing the long-storage capacitors required for the process, but that production of the drop tanks is possible, thus allowing the high capacity starships of the Tukera Lines to begin service to the Regina subsector. 

L-Hyd tanks are not reusable, and thus increase the absolute cost per jump. However, experience has shown that the increase in cargo tonnage resulting from the elimination of internal J-fuel storage more than makes up for this, the press release explained. 

The joint press release concluded by stating that local manufacture of L-Hyd drop tanks marks the dawn of a new era of commerce and prosperity in the Regina subsector. Following the announcement, common stock in Oberlindes Lines plummeted 27 points on the Regina exchange before trading was suspended. Officials of Oberlindes Lines were not available for comment. 

Regina/Regina (0310-A788899-A) Date: 101-1105

Close on the heels of the joint announcement by General Shipyards and Tukera Lines that L-Hyd drop tanks would soon be manufactured in the Regina subsector, came word by express boat from the Imperial core that a decision has been made to deploy Jump-6 L-Hyd drop tank express boats on all major express routes. Initial feasibility studies indicate that such a system could average jump-5.5 per week by executing maximum jumps, and leaving current xboats to disseminate information between the new major relay points. The system is expected to cut communication time to the Imperial hub to under 25 weeks. The Initial System Deployment Schedule indicates that the Regina subsector can expect to be fully integrated into the network within a decade.




TNS Repository

Regina 253-1099: Emissary hijack foiled

Regina/Regina (0310-A-788899-C) Date: 253-1099

¶Oberlindes Lines, LIC report the attempted hijacking of the company's Azhanti High Lightening class Cruiser Emissary. The vessel was en

route to Pandarin/Uthe from the Thoengling Empire on a trade mission, when a group of newly hired Vargr crew persons mutinied and took

control of the bridge and engineering. Although the human crew were incarcerated, it appears that a small group of Vargr Emissaries from the

Thoengling Empire were allowed to remain free. These Vargr released the human crew, and Sergie hault-Oberlindes, son of the line's owner, lead

a successful attempt to regain the vessel. 

¶In a personal statement, Marc hault-Oberlindes, Baron Feri, praised the efforts of the Emissaries, particularly the leader Arrlanroughl, who

showed ``his great courage and charisma'' by his actions. He also expressed deep sorrow at the deaths of his crew caused by the mutineers, and

made it clear that their dependents would be well cared for by the company. 

¶An accompanying press release presented evidence implicating the corsair band Kfouruzeng in the attempt. Sources with the I.I.S.S. (C & L)

indicate that this band have been growing alarmingly bold of late. Although the Traveller's Aid Society has recommended Imperial companies

operating in the Gvurrdon sector exercise ``extreme caution'', Naval authorities at Regina confirmed that there were no plans to resume the major

corsair suppression sweeps of the early 1090s. Several merchant companies operating in the Vargr extents, including Oberlindes and Tukera,

refused to comment on this, or on their own steps for ensuring security

Junidy 287-1099: Rocker causes race riots

Junidy/Aramis (0802-B-434ABD-B) Date:287-1099

¶The capital of this world exploded in riots last night following protests against racism with regard to the natives of Junidy expressed on stage

by Mordred Rosegold, vocalist for the hit rock band Veedback. In what was apparently a prepared statement, Rosegold condemned the

damage done to the native's culture by the influx of humans, and demanded greater political power be given to them immediately. The concert

was then ended prematurely when it became clear that the audience were fighting over Mordred's comments. The venue management decided

to eject the crowd from the stadium. However, a pirate video channel had been broadcasting the concert to the rest of the city, and when the

audience emerged, they were met by protestors calling for Mordred's blood, and a second group supporting his comments. Before riot police

could act, fighting and looting had spread through twenty blocks. 

¶This morning, Veedback's manager, Rosalita Tuesday, stated that ``while Mordred sincerely believed what he had said, the comments were in

no way intended as an insult to the current Junidy government, and the band members were deeply sorry for the problems the comments

caused.'' However, certain commentators have condemned this as blatant propaganda, claiming that Rosegold's actions were a calculated

publicity stunt that went tragically wrong. This reporter, however, begs to differ; Veedback's latest album, Superliminal, is selling at an all time

high rate this morning, and it appears that from the band's point of view the stunt is going to be hugely successful. Unfortunately, this will be

cold comfort to those injured in last night's riots

Aramanx 331-1099: MERCHANT ADVISORY

Aramanx/Aramis (0605-B-657974-6) Date:331-1099

 MERCHANT ADVISORY  

¶Brokers on this world have discovered a lucrative new fashion among some members of the population. It appears that furniture and small

ornaments constructed from Howood are commanding a high price. As a result, Howood cargoes are commanding up to three to four times the

usual price of Cr. 1500 per klitre. These cargoes are shipped to local factories, where the wood is fashioned into the end product. 

¶Howood is an extremely dense, striated, ligneous material obtained from the trunk of the rare Howood tree, native to Pretoria/Pretoria, and

known to grow on Pysadi and Violante in the Aramis subsector. The wood is both aromatic, and often beautiful, as the size, colour, and

intensity of the rings and striations vary with the growing environment.

MERCHANT ADVISORY

Reacher 002-1100: MERCHANT ADVISORY

Reacher/Aramis (0810 C-9A8542-8) Date:002-1100

MERCHANT ADVISORY 

¶The local Department of Commerce announced two weeks ago in the Turn of the Century report plans to emphasise the export of nitrogen

compounds and non-metals. These plans are to involve `special terms' offered to vessels carrying such resources as freight to the worlds of

Aramis or Natoko on the adjacent major trade route. While the details of these terms are vague, it appears that participating carriers will be

offered a chance to increase their profits from a simple freight run to the specified destinations. 

¶These proposals appear to have originated with a newly appointed advisor to the department, rumoured to be seconded from the Ducal staff

at Rhylanor. This has been the cause of some opposition amongst non-government parties. However, it seems that that the new proposals use

the provisions of the Imperial Commerce Convention imaginatively to allow the world government to increase a trader's incentive to carry the

desired freight to Aramis and Natoko. While TNS has been unable to ascertain the method by which this is achieved with any carriers, all those

that have been involved have unreservedly agreed that they were able to make good money hauling freight off Reacher. 

Aramis 012-1100: Starship crash destroys Naval cargo

Aramis/Aramis 0710 A-6B0556-B Date:012-1100

¶The spectacular crash of the Akerut freighter Mammoth on Tuday is causing considerable discontent within the local naval command. It

appears that the vessel was transporting two type-J meson guns for installation at the base planetary defense units. As a result, the Imperial

Navy here have been pushing for an in depth investigation of the causes of the crash. Unfortunately, the corrosive nature of this world's

atmosphere makes investigation of the wreckage both dangerous, and quite possibly pointless. A spokesman Naasirka Shipyards Accident

Investigation Team has suggested that any useful evidence would have been utterly destroyed by the implosion on impact, and by the

corrosive action of the atmosphere. 

¶ Despite this, testimony by the Mammoth's crew has given a clear picture of the probable causes. Several members have suggested that the

vessel's Chief Engineer, Jelika Chan, was unqualified for her duties. It is understood that Chan's negligence may well have led directly to the

drive failure as the vessel approached Leedor. 

¶ In a joint statement this afternoon, Naval Procurement(Aramis) and Akerut Lines declared their agreement that Akerut's insurers should cover

the cost of the destroyed cargo. In addition, the Imperial Navy would pursue prosecution of Chan with the full cooperation of Akerut Lines.

However, a reporter for the Mora World Review caused tremendous confusion when she revealed that Chan had apparently disappeared from

her hospital bed only an hour before. The Naval spokesperson suspended the conference while investigations could be made.

Junidy 292-1099: Relief effort mounted for Vargr refugees

Junidy/Aramis (0802-B-434ABD-B) Date:292-1099

¶ The Torenlee Foundation today launched an appeal to help the Vargr refugees which have been landing on Jesedipere (Aramis 0601) over the

last eight weeks. The Foundation is attempting to supply these Vargr with clothing and basic shelter, along with other supplies. When asked to

comment, the I.I.S.S. Way Station staff on Junidy stated that the problem was being looked at. 

¶ Over one thousand Vargr have fled from Gvurrdon sector to coreward, apparently driven away by the political and economic upheaval caused

by the actions of the corsair band the Kfouruzeng. The Scout Service staff manning Jesedipere's Trade Station apparently directed the first

group of around 100 to an abandoned prospecting camp some distance from the notorious Downport, and subsequently refugees have simply

landed at the same site. Many of these Vargr have few possessions, and have spent all their money on transport across the border. 

¶ The Torenlee Foundation spokesperson pointed out that their effort was purely a stop-gap measure. As the Vargr had been allowed onto the

soil of an Imperial Member World, they should be considered Imperial Citizens, and appropriate action taken to help them. However, it appears

that the I.I.S.S., under whose jurisdiction Jesedipere's original settlement comes, are uncertain as to the legalities of extending it to cover a

greater fraction of the world's land surface. Apparently, the details of the case must be referred to the Duke of Rhylanor for a policy decision.

Inevitably, calls for the establishment of a full-scale subsector administration have arisen. However, both the Scouts and the Torenlee

Foundation have made it clear the refugee issue must not be hijacked for the subsector's political betterment

Celepina 013-1100: Treasonous plot foiled by ONI

Celepina/Rhylanor (0503 B-434456-9) Date:013-1100

¶Our correspondent at the Court of Count Knowln of Celepina reports a treasonous plot to unseat his Lordship. In a press conference at the

official residence, the Office of Naval Information and the Count's own security revealed that the Count's niece, Lady Katarin, is under house

arrest after evidence was found implicating her in the plot. Apparently, factions opposed to the Count had intended to install Katarin as a

puppet in place of her heirless uncle. 

¶While ONI lauded the operation to destroy the plot a resounding success, the press officer did release descriptions of two persons still at

large, each of whom played a minor part in the attempted treason. These are Giraud de Villefort, one of Lady Katarin's secretaries, and Piotr

Ramok, the Lady's personal bodyguard. 

¶Any one seeing the following men should attempt to detain them. However, Ramok is highly trained, and so dangerous to the general public.

All Imperial Citizens should refuse aid to this pair. The Count of Celepina has issued a reward notice of Cr. 100,000 for their capture.

Descriptions follow. 

¶Giraud de Villefort: 1.78 m, 46 yrs, grey hair, brown eyes. Last seen wearing a dark business suit and carrying an attache case. Thought to be

heading spinward. Villefort is believed to be carrying a message to apparent extra-Imperial conspirators. 

¶Piotr Ramok: 1.95 m, 28 yrs, black hair, grey eyes. Last seen wearing the dark green and blue livery of Lady Katarin's personal staff. Ramok

killed several of the Count's guards in escaping, is highly dangerous, and should not be approached if sighted. The ONI briefing made it clear

that they believe that Ramok is fleeing from prosecution for crimes he committed in his Lady's service

Zila 035-1100: Kidnap victim found

Zila/Aramis 0508 E-25672C-7 Date:035-1100

¶A girl aged three who was kidnapped in Leedor on Aramis 24 weeks ago has been found safe and well on this world. 

¶Mary Piking was snatched from an on-time nursery in Aramis' capital city by two men on 229-1099. Police inquiries throughout rimward Aramis

Subsector failed to produce news about her whereabouts until Thirday this week, when her father was arrested in at an atrake wine bar in

Cresence. Leedor police said yesterday that the child was in the care of the family of the Imperial Consul, and would be reunited with her

mother, Dinna Piking, aged 27, as soon as possible. 

¶The father, Gefrez Ulma, originally from Wayau in the Patinir system, is in custody. It is not known whether he will face charges on Zila, or will

be returned to Aramis. It is also expected that Leedor starport authority will carry out investigations to discover how Ulma was able to smuggle

his daughter off-world.

Villis 270-1099: Marines act against the TFL

Villis/Villis 0309 A-593943-A Date:270-1099

¶Imperial Marines were today involved in a police action in Blomkest, a city 400 km from the starport. Initial reports indicate that a platoon of

Marines from the local garrison assisted indigenous troops in an assault on several dwellings in Blomkest, which were believed to have been

harbouring members of the Tanoose Freedom League. The garrison commander, Force Leader Henri Joshental, stated that the Marines were

involved because they had reason to believe that the TFL were holding a number of off-world Imperial citizens hostage. He also stated that all

the hostages had been freed, but unfortunately a Marine, two local troops, and several TFL members had been killed in the fighting. 

¶Further details provided by the garrison press officer indicated that although the hostage-takers had been identified with the TFL, most were

actually mercenaries originating in the Sworld Worlds Confederation. The Imperial Consul on Villis is to make representations to the

Confederation government, requesting that they cooperate in preventing such fortune-seekers crossing the border. A TFL spokeswoman

contacted the TNS offices shortly after the operation, claiming that the League was not opposed to the Imperium, or aligned with its enemies,

but simply wished to gain self-determination for Garda-Villis. She further stated that `recent tactics of groups claiming to act on behalf of the

TFL are unfortunate, and were not sanctioned by TFL high command.' The spokeswoman also pointed to the action taken by the TFL against

Ine Givar agents who attempted to recruit the organisation in 1083; the remains of their bodies were left outside the Garda-Villis Scout Base, a

move taken as a clear indication that the League wasn't interested. 

¶Garda-Villis is the world immediately coreward of Villis, and has been governed from Villis since 121, a situation allowed by the Imperial

government as it ensures the economic strength of the region. The Tanoose Freedom League was formerly a peaceful lobbying group against

Villis' rule, but turned to violent means several years ago following government clamp-downs. Tanoose was the name given to the world by a

short-lived pre-Imperial colony originating from the Sworld Worlds. Although the TFL has never advocated a move out of the Imperium, the

Sword Worlds' government has used the name as propaganda for years. Given the actions reported above, it is unclear if the Confederation has

been lending aid to the TFL, or simply using the League's name to cover its own activities. However, the Imperial Consul issued a statement

condemning the TFL and its aims, and clearly stating that they were considered to be working with the Ine Givar, against the interests of the

Imperium and its member states.

Aramanx 145-1100: Conflict between nations over hunting rights

Aramanx/Aramis (0605-B-657974-6) Date:145-1100

¶ The Agricultural Administrator of Etelia today lodged a formal protest with the government of Staxl regarding the ``heavy handed actions'' of

Staxlian Rangers operating on the southern border of that nation. The protest claimed that the Rangers had endangered the safety of bush

runner hunters and their kian mounts during close approaches in their patrol vehicles. In addition, Etelia disputes the authority of the Rangers

to mount patrols in the region, citing cross-border hunting conventions of the last few centuries. The protest finished by demanding that

Etelian bush runner hunters be left in peace to pursue their traditional way of life in peace. 

¶ The reported incident is the latest in a series arising from Staxlian attempts to enforce internationally agreed bush runner quotas, which they

claim the hunters are ignoring. The Staxl government has recently authorised unilateral enforcement, a move opposed by the Eastern Economic

Alliance, of which Etelia is a member. The EEA and Staxl are currently negotiating an agreement on both the level and the enforcement of the

quotas, and it is believed that Etelia is encouraging hunters in an effort to influence public opinion within the EEA. 

¶ Significantly, the EEA Commissariat refused to add its own official protest to Etelia's, although it made clear that Staxl's unilateral action was

unacceptable, stressing the need for cross-border cooperation. An EEA spokesperson stated that ``proper bush runner quotas need to be

agreed upon in order to protect population levels. They also need to be respected by all sides, and that respect must be enforced through

legally constituted international authority''.

Focaline 107-1100: IN engages Vargr corsair

Focaline/Aramis (0207-E-A88544-A) Date:107-1100

¶ The INS Crotalus reports engaging a Vargr corsair. Following detection of a vessel emerging from the gas giant which Focaline orbits, IFF

indicated that it was a Free Trader which Crotalus' records showed as scrapped in 1098. Subsequent sensor scans gave characteristics more in

keeping with a vessel commonly used by corsairs in the Vargr Extents. The Crotalus immediately manoeuvred to intercept while hailing the

vessel to stand to for boarding. The corsair did not reply and broke for the jump point. 

¶ Crotalus achieved intercept and fired on the intruder at extreme range just before it tumbled into jump space. Post engagement telemetry

analysis indicated that a hit could not be confirmed, but power readings from the corsair's jump grid were consistent with an intended target

range of 2 pc. The commander of the Crotalus warned merchant and civilian shipping to be alert for this ``outlaw vessel'', and to avoid

engagement unless absolutely necessary. Identification data is appended to this news file.

Aramanx Station 148-1100: ISS Kushukar reports damaged Vargr corsair in region

Aramanx Station/Aramis (0605-B-S60514-8) Date:148-1100

¶ The survey vessel ISS Kushukar, in port today, reports engaging a Vargr corsair which was identified as Dzouks Kadzguekoethou, in the

Nasemin system a week ago. Dzouks attacked the system's xboat tender, the ISS Marabi, apparently unaware of the Kushukar's presence

alongside. The survey vessel was able to manoeuvre and fire on the corsair while it completed its attack run. The combined armaments of both

scout vessels inflicted serious damage on Dzouks, suppressing the Vargr's ability to return fire. As a result, the Marabi suffered only light

damage, while the corsair used its superior acceleration to flee the combat zone. Kushukar's sensors showed extensive damage had been

inflicted on the attacker, and when the corsair tumbled into jump, emissions indicated a difficult jump entry, and a projected range of 1 pc. 

¶ The I.I.S.S. at Nasemin took immediate action to disseminate information to the surrounding worlds. The Marabi dispatched one of its xboats

to Towers, while the three Scout/Couriers at the local scout base jumped for Feneteman, Yebab, and the interdiction force at Zykoca. The

Kushukar itself proceeded to Aramanx Station, reasoning that the high level of civilian traffic through this port will result in the most rapid

spread of this information to the Scatters and beyond. The I.I.S.S. warn civilian vessels to be wary of this corsair, as it may well be desperate to

escape the area, but unable to do so due to combat damage. 

¶ When asked, the Kushukar's chief sensor operator confirmed that the Dzouks could well be the corsair engaged by the INS Crotalus in the

Focaline system over 4 weeks ago. However, comparison of telemetry from each vessel cannot confirm this.

Towers 133-1100: Scout security in major drugs haul

Towers/Aramis (0703-B-444448-A) Date:133-1100

¶ The I.I.S.S. Security detachment at Towers Scout Base report the impounding of the ``largest haul ever'' of empathin drugs. The street value is

put at over MCr 40, and Scout Security are pursuing leads to apprehend the smugglers. 

¶ This haul follows the discovery by wildcatters earlier today of a yacht in a highly eccentric orbit about Tower's gas giant primary. Receiving

no signal, and realising that the vessel would disappear into the gas giant's atmosphere, the wildcatters boarded in the hope of gaining the

salvage rights. Following a successful attempt to place the yacht in a stable orbit, scout personnel boarded in order to verify the salvage claim.

A routine search for contraband turned up the empathin cargo in a concealed compartment. The wildcatter crew are helping Scout Security with

their enquiries. 

¶ The story behind the yacht's appearance at Towers is unclear. The wildcatter salvage report indicates that the vessel had been left

``apparently in a great hurry'', with half-eaten meals left cold in the lounge room, and the fusion core still warm. All of the yacht's auxiliary

vessels were present, and fuel reserves for 10 days standard operations remain. However, insufficient fuel remained for a jump, and the drive

rating indicates the vessel could have originated anywhere in the surrounding 3 parsecs. The fate of the crew is unknown. 

¶ Scout Security investigations continue. The name of the yacht has not yet been released. Franz Hüppermeier, the wildcatter captain, is

reported to have submitted his claim for salvage, to be told that he would have to wait until the investigation is complete.

Mora 356-1099: Laagiir receives the Traveller's Digest Touring Award 

Mora/Mora (0704-A-A99AC7-F) Date 356-1099

¶ The Mora World Review announced today that its Senior Assistant Editor, Akidda Laagiir was to be the next recipient of the Traveller's

Digest Touring Award. The Award carries with membership of the Traveller's Aid Society, and Laagiir has taken an extended sabbatical from

his post to collect his award at the Traveller's Digest head offices on Deneb/Deneb, and then to go on a journalistic tour `Behind the Claw'. 

¶ Laagiir's winning entry for the Award was an essay entitled ``The Imperial Frontier: The Next Millenium'', in which he discusses the spinward

frontier sectors of Deneb, the Spinward Marches, the Trojan Reach, and Reft, and their role in the Imperium over the next 1 000 years. 

¶ The staff of the TAS News Service at Mora congratulate Akidda, and wish him much success in his endeavours. The Touring Award is

funded by the Traveller's Digest in collaboration with the Traveller's Aid Society.

Towers 159-1100: MERCHANT ADVISORY

Towers/Aramis (0703-B-444448-A) Date:159-1100

MERCHANT ADVISORY 

¶ The Periastron celebration approach on Towers, and the annual demand for various natural foodstuffs is high. The Periastron parties are one

of four events which occur here roughly every two and a quarter year, each with a different theme. The Periastron celebrates the ``wide variety

of ways in which the stars feed their people'', and so celebration meals require the greatest variety of foodstuffs, resulting in a tremendous

upswing in imports, and of course in the prices which can be had. 

¶ The height of Periatstron celebrations are on 181-1100, when Towers is truly at its most distant from the central star in the orbit of the gas

giant it orbits; the giant's orbital period is over 9 years, making the Apastron, Fading Equinox, Periastron, and Brightening Equinox celebrations

infrequent events.

MERCHANT ADVISORY

Aramanx 172-1100: Lovrenyi and Lanax navies clash over sovereignty

Aramanx/Aramis (0605-B-657974-6) Date:172-1100

¶A Lovrenyi navy patrol boat exchanged fire this week with a Lanaxian ship in the most serious South Brehoven Sea incident since a tense

confrontation in the contested Spratly chain at the end of 1099. 

¶The gun boat fired a warning shot after two ships identified as from Lanax were spotted early on Wonday, about 20 kilometres south of

Manlio island, near the former Senledi naval base on Subic Rock. 

¶As one Lanaxian ship steamed away, the other fired, and a 30-minute battle ensued, the Lovrenyi military reported. The gunboat fired at the

Lanaxian ship, inflicting heavy casualties, after it tried to ram the navy vessel, the military said. The gun boat pursued the two ships as they fled

the area, but was forced to stop when it ran out of fuel. 

¶Both governments played down the incident yesterday in an attempt to uphold their commitment to exercise restraint in the area, reached at

the end of 1099 amid rising tension over the Lanaxian occupation of Mischief reef, part of the Spratly chain. 

¶Lanax has said it had nothing to do with the incident. The Lovrenyi defence secretary, Renato de Villa, referred to a ``kind of piracy incident''.

The foreign ministry said the incident had no ``political significance''. A Lovrenyi military report said one of the ships was ``identified as a

Lanaxian vessel, flying the Lanax ensign'', but a spokesman stated that the navy was checking information which had not been verified.

Paya 124-1100: IN Rampart fighter crashes

Paya/Aramis (0109-A-655241-9) Date:124-1100

¶An Imperial Navy Rampart fighter crashed on approach to the Imperial Naval Base Quartermain yesterday, an IN Press Release revealed this

morning. The Rampart RF-128 lost power during approach, and plummeted into woodlands 50 km from Quartermain. The pilot successfully

ejected, and used his grav belt to fly to a nearby Payan lodge, where he drank tea while waiting to be picked up. The crash of the Rampart

caused considerable damage, but the shock of impact almost immediately extinguished the resultant fires. 

¶This is the eighth IN small craft to be lost in the sector due to such accidents this year. On 40-1100, two Magnum Heavy Fighters collided

during low-level manoeuvres on Regina, resulting in the death of one of the four crew. Imperial Navy Intelligence have indicated that no

connection exists between the various accidents. 

¶Investigation continues as to the cause of the Rampart's power failure. The IN stated that compensation would be payed to the owners of the

damaged woodland. It was explained that the fighter was a small part of INB Quartermain's defensive complement, and it's loss has little effect

on the base's ability to carry out necessary duties.

Towers 198-1100: Tukera liner suffers drive failure

Towers/Aramis (0703-B-444448-A) Date:198-1100

¶ System traffic control reports that the MV Pretorian Sunshine has suffered manouevre drive failure on a departure trajectory from Towers.

While the vessel, believed to be carrying twenty passengers, is in no immediate danger, SpA tugs are pursuing the vessel to bring it under

control before it leaves the inner system. The vessel's owners, Tukera Lines, emphasised that the 'Sunshine's powerplant was still operating, so

that the occupants will be comfortable while they wait for rescue. 

¶ A Tukera spokesperson denied reports that the 'Sunshine was showing signs of lax drive maintenance during starport safety checks. The

official pointed out that the vessel's last annual maintenance, carried out at company facilities on Natoko, demonstrated the safety of the

vessel. When it was suggested that the 'Sunshine was late departing from Nasemin on its journey to Towers as a result of similar problems, the

official denied this, blaming instead ``computer error'' for the problem. 

¶ Some concern was expressed as to the possibility of the 'Sunshine being set upon by pirates, but these were dismissed by Tukera and SpA

officials alike. The vessel is still in controlled space, and within a few hours of contact by SpA tugs. The SpA went on to point out that, not

withstanding recent events, interstellar travel still remained safe and efficient. The ``recent events'' appear to include the attack on I.I.S.S.

vessels by a Vargr corsair at Nasemin, and the loss of the Akerut vessel MV Mammoth to drive failure at Aramis.

Zila 163-1100: Sentence handed down on murderers

Zila/Aramis 0508 E-25672C-7 Date:163-1100

¶ A court on this world has sentenced two men to hanging for the murder of four offworlders in 1098. A third man was given 15 years hard

labour for his part in the crime. The convicts were denied leave to appeal to the Zilan Supreme Court. 

¶ The murders took place at the end of 1098, at a landing field in one of Zila's minor ports. The men boarded the landing boat of the offworlders,

killing them and then making off with valuables and electronic hardware. The victims were a husband and wife from Junidy, who had lived at

Rugbird for 10 years, and two crewmen from Wroxton Bay in the Rugbird system. The tradegy occured following a sight-seeing tour to one of

Zila's famous vintners.

Junidy 195-1100: Merchant crew overpower hijackers

Junidy/Aramis (0802-B-434ABD-B) Date:195-1100

¶ The crew of the MV March Harrier succeeded in thwarting a hijack by the terrorist group Am Welloch, only days after they uncovered an

Am Welloch stronghold in the Dragon's Teeth mountains. 

¶A group of six terrorist (four Dandy, two human) boarded the vessel to carry out ``essential safety checks'' shortly before the March Harrier

was due to lift off. As the vessel proceeded to the launch pad, this group moved to the Bridge and Engine room, and took control, forcing the

Captain to stop the ship close to two hangers and several warehouses. They then rigged explosive devices, and made demands to the

government. 

¶ Taking a break from a busy schedule repairing damage to the March Harrier, 1st Officer Chenu Komura gave his account of happenings

during the hijack. The hijack first encountered problems when the ship's computer officer Joordi Escorté activated security systems, attempting

to use gas to over whelm the terrorists. Unfortunately this failed, although it did alert Junidy Port Authorities that something was amiss.

Eventually, 2nd Officer Gikuash ``Bull'' Brocka succeeded in escaping and used the ship's environmental controls to aid the rest of the crew in

capturing the terrorists. The astrogator, Dimi Cameron, who had evaded capture when Am Welloch took control, acted independently to

prevent one terrorist from destroying the vessel by over-loading the powerplant, undoubtably saving the lives of all aboard, and those of

numerous people in the vicinity. 

¶ When commandoes boarded the vessel, they found three of the terrorists dead, one seriously injured, and two others bruised but unharmed.

Their interrogation continues. In addition, Captain Errol Fitzpatrick, and one of the passengers, a former Army Major, were also injured. They

both expect to travel to Rugbird with the March Harrier when she leaves in a few days. The Captain, a Knight of the Realm, is filing damages

against the SpA, citing ``negligence in maintenance of security''. Commenting on Am Welloch, Officer Komura said that while he had every

sympathy with the groups aims, he could not condone their methods. Government spokespersons were quick to point out that the domestic

situation was highly complex, and an off-worlder could hardly be considered to understand it on such short acquaintance with the world. 

Regina 98-1100: Ine Givar terrorist captured

Regina/Regina (0310-A-788899-C) Date:98-1100

¶ Regina police report the apprehension of Ulla Bennie, a member of the Ine Givar wanted for insurrection and murder on several worlds. Bennie

is believed to have been a close associate of Chun the Snake, who masterminded a number of terrorist acts in the 1070s and 1080s, and was

killed by INI operatives in 1089. Bennie was reportedly in possesion of bomb making equipment and a large quantity of cash when caught. 

¶ A police spokesperson indicated that Bennie had been captured as a result of cooperation between the Regina Police Department, the Office

of Naval Information, and Extolay Special Investigations Bureau. She claimed that this arrest had put a major dent in the Ine Givar's attempts to

undermine Imperial rule in the Spinward Marches. 

¶ When asked to comment, the Duke of Regina's office congratulated the RPD on their capture, but warned that Imperial citizens must be wary

of Ine Givar activities. Duke Norris' seneschal, speaking for His Grace, said ``Bennie is but one dangerous component of the Ine Givar machine.

This group is sophisticated and well supported. Imperial citizens must be on their guard''. An ONI spokesman, speaking from Admiralty offices

at Regina Naval Base, said that the capture of Bennie was a crippling blow to Ine Givar, and ``the people of the Imperial Spinward Marches

could again rest peacefully''. It apparently remains for the people to decide which ``official line'' to accept.

Aramis 150-1100: Mammoth crash investigation team publishes report

Aramis/Aramis (0710 A-6B0556-B) Date:150-1100

¶ The Starport Authority Accident Investigation Office and Imperial Naval Intelligence today published their report into the crash of the Akerut

vessel MV Mammoth earlier this year. Following interviews with the vessel's crew, the enquiry has concluded that incompetence on the part of

the Mammoth's chief engineer, Jelika Chan, was the ``most probable cause'' of the crash. However, the report makes clear that this conclusion

could not be confirmed by examination of the crash-site, due to the damage done on impact, and the subsequent corrosion due to the

atmosphere. 

¶The report confirmed that the Mammoth was carrying an Naval cargo from Inthe/Regina, apparently meson weapons intended to augment the

defences of the Naval Base here. The conclusions indicate that Akerut will be charged for the loss of this cargo, and serious consideration will

be given to removing Akerut from the approved Naval transport list. Speaking from his office, Akerut's senior manager Roald Bulolo protested

this action, pointing out that the company had an exemplary record, and that it should not be penalised for a single lapse. He added that his

company were investigating evidence that the crash was due to action by a competitor, but refused to elaborate further. 

¶ In an unsual move, the Marquis of Aramis issued a statement, supporting Akerut. The statement pointed out the major benefits Akerut had

brought to Aramis subsector by facilitating increased trade. The Marquis is said to feel that Akerut should be given another chance, provided

it makes proper efforts to ensure the competence of its crews in future.

	Will install Gauss Weaponry in Space Vessel Turrets
Call:  089-754-2341 ask for Germy
A cassette-fed TL-10 VRF Gauss with no stock or sights

Vol: 15 dm3, Mass: 26 kg, Length: 100 cm, Cost: 17075 r


A 300,000 round cassette with Crystal iron casing and huge battery would be:

Vol 2.963 m3, Mass: 5.803 t, Cost: 8494 Cr

Other possible hardware might include:

Optic rangefinder Vol: 0.02 m3, Mass: 0.02 t, Cost: 1,000 Cr

Ballistic computer Vol: 0.04 m3, Mass: 0.04 t, Cost: 20,000 Cr

Advanced stabilization Vol: 0.1 m3, Mass: 0.1 t, Cost: 50,000 Cr


If the magazine capacity is dropped to 286,000 shots, the whole system (with above hardware) will fit into 3 m3 volume and the mass will be 5720 kg. The weapon stats would be:

Name 

DV 
(Pen) 
Recoil 

Range 
Bulk 
TL 
Mass 
ExtMag 
ROF 
Mag

VRF Gauss 
6 
(1-3-5) 
S:1,B:37 
350 m 
6 
10 
188 kg 
5533 kg 
50 
300K

Price

Rnds
Multiple Hits

88,075 Cr
1000
10 @  -

(Note that small-arms rules limit the short range to 300 m.)



	Container innovator dies at 87

Rhylanor 146 - 1105 - Malcom P. McLean, the innovative creator of large cargo containers who was once described as having "more impact on world trade and transportation than any other living human being" has died at age 87.  McLean died in Rhylanor of complications related to heart failure, a family spokesman said.  In the 45 years since he introduced the use of containers as a more efficient method of moving cargo, McLean has been honored as one of the most influential people of the Imperium and Spinward Marches.  He was the only person to have founded three companies that were later listed on the Imperial  Stock Exchange. He also founded two other companies later listed on the Regina stock market.  "He was probably the one individual who had more impact on interstellar trade and transportation than any other living human being," said Nick Cretan, executive director of the Interstellar Trade Association.  "He created containerization," Cretan added, "which allowed for faster delivery of bigger cargoes. It's just incredible how his achievements changed the lives of so many people and yet so few know his name."  Born on Core, McLean started his career in transportation as a gypsy merchant, hauling nicograss barrels in a Free Trader while still in his teens. With his brother and sister, he founded the McLean Shipping Company during the Depression.  After noting problems with existing methods of cargo transportation, McLean sold his interests in his company and began experimenting with the use of large containers.  In 1056, he used a converted Third Frontier War tanker called the Ideal X to sail 58 cargo-filled containers from Diaspora to Spinward Marches.  McLean named his new shipping company InterStell Service and shepherded its growth into the Imperium’s largest container carrier. Currently 90 percent of all cargo is transported in containers, by various companies.  McLean is survived by his second wife, Irena, three children, 11 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.




	Free Thoughts Magazine Reports Three Recent Deaths

Free Thoughts has learned from a worried source in the Ministry of Justice that an off-world government is behind the three recent

deaths, including the assassination of Myron "Teflon" Brubaker, Regina’s most belligerent cop. FT has learned that Brubaker, Custus "Chooser" Chugrin, and Chavik Caal were all killed by the same 1.8mm Gauss pistol. The 1.8 mm Gauss round has been unknown in the Spinward Marches, unavailable to private citizens for any amount of money.

"Teflon" Brubaker was found of saying he had enough dirt on everybody to make sure he’d never face trial. However "reform"

minded Regent Ling-Raleigh forced Brubaker out of the tarnished fold of the Regina police. Less than 72 hours later he was dead and the incendiary files he used like a lead-filled club were gone. Police deny finding any files in his apartment.  If Brubaker’s death had occurred on it’s own there would only be the ordinary stench of corruption as one of the power elite moved to protect her own. But in 24 hours a brutal organlegger and a Zhodani "mind criminal" would also be gunned down by the same 1.8mm armour-piercing projectiles.

Chavik Caal was a sleaze, but he was a careful sleaze. F.T. has learned that Chavik Caal, a Zhodani, was supposedly on the run

from the dreaded Zhodani Mind Police. Caal is known to have had a hand in an underage pornography and prostitution ring that kept records that were more thorough than the Regina Tax Authority, according to sources in Regina’s underworld. CC Pawn was also known for keeping meticulous records of all their clients.

Brubaker had many dealings with CC Pawn, one of Regina’s largest, cheapest-paying pawn shops. The dirt Caal’s photos and lists could provide would make Brubaker untouchable. Over thirty Regina police were counted in CC Pawn after Chavik Caal’s body was found. With thirty officers checking the shop no records of any kind were found according to official reports. But it is the third bullet’s victim that makes this conspiracy of silence so terrifying.

Custus "Chooser" Chugrin was the last victim of this off-world assassination team. "Chooser" was an organlegger known for

"custom" orders, the killing of individuals of a specific blood or tissue type for their organs. He was a brutal man in a hard, hope-killing shadow trade. None of his organs were disturbed despite his body being near a known hangout of Regina’s worst criminals, the Laughing Cadaver. The last of the victims, he was the clean up man for the cop and the corrupter.

Free Thoughts staff has put together the following threads:

Brubaker- Protected by Caal’s files. Known to have intimidated or punished low level enemies of various shadowy organizations.

Caal- Pawnbroker, pimp and pornographer. Records man of the three. Known Zhodani mind criminal.

Chugrin- An organlegger used to being paid to "part out" specific people.

The only conclusion supported by this evidence is that an off-world government has,  through Caal, brought a covert weapon, probably psionically triggered into Regina and distributed it to the poorer population that used his pawnshop. Brubaker used the infamous tactic of the hassle arrest, an illegal practice inflicted on the powerless usually to increase bribery income, to keep tabs on the subjects. After the weapon did it’s work Chugrin would collect the victims and their afflicted organs for the off-world government to study.  But they lost the protection of Brubaker’s badge by the Regent’s actions. The other two were murdered less than 24 hours after Brubaker, as their masters rolled up the operation.

Already Chugrin’s body has been destroyed, cremated at the request of his purported common law "wife". As for their victims, over one hundred names on Caal’s pawn records filed a week before he died that were also on Brubaker ‘s arrest records cannot be found by police looking into the murders.

Whatever horror these three unleashed on the lower levels of Regina is no doubt now back in the hands of the sinister cabal that tested it on our streets. Except, of course, for those poor victims yet to die, sacrifices to the lust for power.


	LSP Modular Cutter

In the course of the Third Frontier War (979 to 986) the Imperial armed forces developed a requirement for improvements in the standard assault boat for opposed planetary landings. The then current model had been developed in peacetime over 150 years previous, and the war was demonstrating some of its faults. Ling Standard Products developed the contract-winning design, and its Modular Cutter was put into production in 988 - too late for that war, but just in time for the next, the Solomani Rim War (990 to 1002). 

The LSP Mineral class Modular Cutter (now an IDP) is a single frame ship with modular inserts for use in a wide variety of tasks.  Some were part of the original concept, while others were developed in the course of time for additional military or civilian uses. Each module is circular in cross-section, with a dorsal channel for the strut connecting the cutter’s bridge with its engine section. Modules are readily removed and replaced, and do not interfere with the ship’s streamlining. 

The modular cutter is essentially an alloy cylinder thirty meters in length and six meters in diameter. The nose is hemispherical and simple manufacturing techniques are used throughout. The widespread use of the LSP modular cutter by both Imperial and subsector armed forces has made a number of them available as surplus, and many are still found in service throughout the Imperium. Such units are occasionally found at prices (and qualities) as low as MCr2.5. 

Performance of the cutter is affected by its load. Normally accelerations of up to 4G can be achieved (with new or well-maintained manoeuvre drives). By operating the cutter without a module, the boat is reduced in weight; operating under such conditions, it can easily make 6G. Such use is not recommended however, as the single structural strut connecting the bridge and drives is not strong enough to withstand such abuse for long. 

CraftID: Modular Cutter, Type YY, TL 15, MCr17.06

Hull: 45/113, Disp=50, Config=1SL, Armor=40G, Unloaded=430tons, Loaded=850tons

Power: 3/6, Fusion=700Mw, Duration=12

Loco: 5/10, M-Drive=4, No J-Drive, Vacuum=3,400kph, Top=1,000kph, Cruise=750kph, NOE=190kph, Agility=3

Commo: Radio=System

Sensors: PassiveEMS=Interplanetary, ActiveEMS=Planetary, ActObjScan=Diff, ActObjPin=Diff, PasEngScan=Rout

Off/Def: Hardpoint=1, DefDM=+7

Control: Computer=2 x3, Panel=HoloLink x76, Special=HUD

Environ: BasicEnv, BasicLS, ExtendLS, GravPlates, InertialComp

Accomm: Crew=2 (Bridge/Engineer=1, Command=1), Seat=Adequate x2

SubCraft: None

Other: Cargo=405kliters, Fuel=100kliters, ObjSize=Small, EMLevel=Faint

MODULES 

Passenger Module: Contains passenger seats for 60 personnel. MCr2.0 

Cargo Module: Contains cargo space for 340kliters, plus 10 passenger seats. MCr1.0 

Passenger/Cargo Module: A simple concept, this module has perhaps seen the most widespread use; it converts the cutter to a standard civilian model. The seating (four abrest) accomodates 24; when the seats are removed, cargo in standard containers can total 340kliters. While passengers enter and leave through the entry hatch (forward, at the airlock to port) cargo (especially large items) is off-loaded by detaching the module and sliding the containers out the module ends. MCr3.0 




	Modular Cutter

Fuel Skimmer: Intended to dive into gas giants and skim their hydrogen gas for fuel. It may be used to dip water from oceans as well. Carries 380kliters of fuel. MCr2.0 

Zero-G Mining Module: Marking a major effort to sell cutters to asteroid prospecting concerns, the Zero-G Mining module provides a major bay for the containment of ore samples, plus a waldo arm for manipulation, controlled from a separate pressurised control section. Complete with living quarters for two, the module provides a cheap, effective prospecting vehicle. MCr3.5 

ATV Cradle: Carries one ATV in a streamlined and shielded cradle; upon landing, the exterior shutters of the cradle retract and allow the ATV to be placed on a world surface. MCr1.2 (excluding ATV) 

Pressurised Shelter: An independent living quarters module for eight persons, complete with galley, power supply, environmental recyclers, and sanitary facilities. This shelter is commonly used to produce advanced site bases; it can be used to increase living quarters and total troop complement onboard. MCr4.5 

Assault Boat Module: Contains basic positions for 16 troops in two sections, each with a bottom mounted door. Upon landing, power spades scoop out emergency entrenchments; the troops jump down into the hasty foxholes and the cutter with module immediately moves out of the battle area. MCr2.5 

Weapons Pod: A self-powered, independent weapons mount. Typically, this module is deposited in orbit and provides fire support for ground troops. Equipped with a computer Model/1 for fire control and a triple laser turret. MCr8.0 

Fighter Frame: This framework module contains attachments to hold four 6-ton fighters. Unlike the other modules, the fighter framework module is not streamlined and a cutter mounted with the framework cannot enter an atmosphere. MCr2.0 (excluding fighters)
[image: image29.png]



See LSP Dealers at Mire, Darrian, and any allied A or B Starports.


	Ipermar Nomads

RICE Paper No AWP-0207

207-1102

There is some debate in Scout circles on whether Iper'mar nomads should be treated as a world, as a cultural group or as an Imperial client state:  I propose to treat them as a cultural group, but with their own appendix in the RICE papers.  Even though they are not a world per se [although they DO have territory: see following] the Regency Institute for Cultural Education has decided that this culture is important and unique enough to merit a paper on them, especially considering the value of their work as unsung but important members of the Regency community.

In Person:

The Iper'mar ('Refugees' in Old Kurae) can be found throughout the Regency, but are noticable in Querion, Vilis, Lanth, Lunion, Five Sisters, Plankwell, Glisten and Trin's Veil subectors, as well as throughout the Regency portions of the Trojan Reaches.  Most casual tourist will meet them around starports, public functions or supervising and designing the operation of high-tech equipment on low-tech worlds.  

Often, the Iper'marion (singular of Iper'mar) will be wearing the uniform of his contractor -- often a large, Regency-wide corporation, or local clothing.  On their own ship's and installations, they prefer simple short-and-shirt overalls, often in some dull shade of khaki or grey, but with bright accessories (flashy jacket's, oversized jewellery, and high boot's for women; aviation helmets [with engraved family glyphs], humongous capes and complex, everchanging TL D-E bodypaint illustrations for men).  They don't use deorderants, but do use sonic showers.

They're Anglic is quite clear, but somewhat high-pitched.  About one out of five can still speak Old Kurae, the mother tongue.  Many of the upper and upper-middle classes can speak 3 or more human languages: they're somewhat racist, and avoid dealing with Vargr, Aslan, or other non-humans when possible.  However, they are absolutely fascinated with the Zhodani, not so much for their psionics, but with their culture.

The Iper'mar are proud of their technical expertise, (they consider TL E items as beneath them, and absolutely adore little TL G trinket's), and tend to be condensending to those from worlds below TL F.  Many have a 'colonial master' attitude to low-tech
	commoner's that they are in charge of, but can respect low-tech rulers and merchants... if they are *good*.  They will never demean a low-tech client to their face, but if tested, have subtle ways of letting their feelings known.

Within any trusted arrangement, Iper'mar business practices are ethically impeccable: they realize that those of high morals won't stand by and let High-tech nomads rip off Low-tech locals.  Moreover, they like to have long-term relationships with their clients, relationships that flourish best in an atmosphere of trust.  Finally, they value their business reputation: they have been nomadic for over 450 years, and interstellar traders for another 200 years, and know what doors a good rep can open.

Outside of trusted arrangements, their practices are somewhat more... flexible. 

Government within the Iper'mar is by neo-tribal democratic method's, similar to that of Tarsus (Spinward Marches/1138: B584620-A), but with greater reliance on AI.  The Archon -- or the top ruler of the tribe -- is little more powerful than his fellow tribal lords, but has the Noble rank of Marquis.  Integration with the new democratic element's of the Regency is going quite smoothly. 

Because of their support (above and beyond the call of duty) of Imperial governments within the Spinward Marches they were granted certain legal privileges, rendering their ship's effectively immune to searches by system governments, by Emperor Garvin.  The Iper'mar remain rather civic-minded for interstellar nomads, and will support trusted governments when they can.  They generally want the rest of the Imperium to be re-intergrated, but CAREFULLY and SLOWLY and with CAUTION ... the Iper'mar use the best anti-viral technology on the market, but still deeply dread any kind of outbreak. (Iper'mar ship started to revisit Trin only 7 years ago!)

The religious attitudes of the Iper'mar is rather bland, generally worshipping as the locals do.  They have no real strong religious feelings, and -- on their ship's and bases -- prefer to philosophize about the gods rather than pray to them.  The dead tend to be simply buried on some world or other (according to local custom), and is eventually forgotten.

Most Iper'marion's are of "Imperial" descent -- that is, of Solomani/Vilani mixture, but also have strains of four different minor races (including the Darrians).  On the tall side, but can easily function in one gee:

	
	


	Ipermar Nomads

their ship's are set to 1G largely because they have to go dirt side so often in their line of work.  There were at least four different "races" of Iper'mar pre-FFW, but the only known surviving one -- the Deneb branch of the culture -- is of light complexion, with brown to sandy blond hair, large facial features, and dark eyes.

There are 8.34 million Iper'marion's within current Imperial border's (down from about 30 million, Imperium-wide, before the FFW).

Roughly 5 million is in two deep space bases, Laro Dif ('The Twilight Star' in Old Kurae) and He'seme ('Gentle Starlight').  While their location is known to the Imperial Navy, the Iper'mar is secretive regarding their location to outsiders.  Only 500,000 are on the roughly 1400 starship's that the Iper'mar own at any given time: most of the rest are on 'ground assignment' helping to design, maintain, and sometimes build high-tech items for their low-tech clientele (or low-tech items using high-tech knowledge or methods).  Outside of the Imperium, roughly 72,000 are known to reside within the Zhodani Consulate: roughly 1.2 million operate spinward of the Spinward Marches, mainly in The Beyond and Far Frontier's sectors.Insistent rumours about 'the lost clans' somewhere in the Wilds are generally discounted by the Iper'mar themselves.

History:

The Iper'mar are interstellar nomads, originating from the Great Dimurik Miim War of 740.  Essentially, the Iper'mar are the decendants of a number of powerful trading families from Kurae, a once-notable world that suffered through a impoverishing and destructive series of wars from 723 to 792.  As their wealth was being seized by the government's involved in the Dimurik Miim War, the merchant's choose to flee the system, surviving first as a merchant line, but by 800 their livelihood was earned as a mobile professional knowledge elite, trading on their technical expertise.  

From Zarushagar sector, they spread throughout the Imperium coreward of Zarushagar, and were especially prominent in comparatively low-tech regions of the Imperium like the Spinward Marches and the Empty Quarter.  Specializing in providing workable high-tech solutions to low-tech systems, the Iper'mar was (and in the Imperium, remains) one of the binding forces of the interstellar community.

The Kurae system is located in Zarushagar sector, hex 0503: UWP fell from A66794B-D in 700 to X667872-A by 800; the UWP was D667989-6 just before the Rebellion.  By 930 the Republic of Haasii,
	the government of Kurae, was attempting to lure the Iper'mar back to Kurae: about 418,000, or 7% of the total Iper'mar population, was residing on Kurae by 1100.

As an interstellar business and as a culture, they suffered bitterly during the Rebellion.  Their stock-in-trade need's safe starlanes in order to work: without it, they were forced to stay dirt side, trying to survive in an unfamiliar, deteriorating enviroment. 

Even in the Spinward Marches, where the Iper'mar both had semi-safe trade routes [Thanks to the Colonial and Darrian Navies] and a solid economic environment [the Archduke often used their services in order to upgrade low tech level worlds within the Spinward Main], they still had to suffer heavy draft's -- both military and otherwise -- and a skyrocketing tax rate.  The Iper'mar have strong virusproofing of their  installations and ship's, a very expensive endeavor. 

Economics:

First arriving in the Spinward Marches in c. 820, the Iper'mar rapidly gained prominence within the hostile-enviro branch of the construction industry as low-cost producers, eventually becoming so successful as to become a favored subcontractor for several mega corps working in the region.  They expanded to the star port construction industry in the 940s, and invested in both planetary weather management (designing and overseeing controlled weather systems for poor and low-tech governments) and experimented briefly in mass robot construction gangs from the 1090s to the Rebellion period.

Starship Plilosophies:

The classic, most recognizable ship of the Iper'mar is the Or Viasic liner, built to a closely-guarded design on Rhylanor.  Built to house 84 field specialists and their families, it's a common sight's on low-tech starports and the poorer worlds.

With an extensive communication suite, it can be used as a orbiting or space-borne operations and control platform for a variety of projects.  The ship below is meant for operations within the imperium: for non-Imperium projects, starmerc's are usually hired for protection.  Note the lack of cargo space: Iper'mar clients usually either arrange cargo transportation seperately or the Iper'marion clanlord will outsource this to non-Iper'mar traders.  Note the main deficency in this design: no small craft capacity.  This is considered "a waste of space" by the Iper'mar:

	
	


	Ipermar Nomads

the same people who installed 123 apartments on their ship, of 400 kl each!   

Non-Imperial Iper'mar use the same design, but routinely make extensive modifications, adding internal armour, lasers, sandcasters, MFD's, and extensive cargo space. (No, they don't have docking bays: they prefer to use the cargo bay to store vechiles.) This cut's down on living space drastically:  Non-Imperial Iper'marion are considered the 'poor cousin's' of the Iper'mar due to the routine  indignities they have to put up with, from having to sleep four to a small stateroom (vs. the small *apartments* on the ship below) to having to actually use the 'repair facilities' (snort, snort) of a TL C, Starport D world, to having to actually use Inferior Equipment (anything below TL F) to repair their ship.

The thing that Non-Imperial Iper'mar have to worry about most is adding or repairing their ship with Strange Tech. ("Strange Tech" includes any electronic item, hard or software, that isn't of Imperium, Darrian [or, in a pinch, Zhodani] manufacture, still untouched and shrink wraped).  The legends and tales surrounding Strange Tech is a sure party-pleaser in most starport bars. 

Powerful and wealthy Clanlords tend to drastically cut the amount of personnel on their ship's, using the space for park's, gym's, pool's, etc.  The Archon's ship is pratically a jump-capable party, as he "liasions" with subsector-to-Imperium notables, and the occasional visiting Zhodani: Aslans and Vargr are never invited.

Important Note: Non-Imperial Iper'mar have no problem with using robots on their ship's: however, these robots are never permitted to communicate to the outside world, never leave the ship, and are forbidden to handle Strange Tech until the owner has O.K.'ed it.


	Kawzan Industries Jump Pod

The Kawzan Industries Jump Pod is a semi-modular starship designed for light transport and utility duties.  It is built on a 100dtn unstreamlined hull, equipped with short landing legs on the underside to allow landing on vacuum worlds, asteroids, hangar bays and other appropriate places.  The ship mounts jump drive A, maneuver drive A and power plant A giving a performance of Jump-2 and 2G acceleration.  Fuel tankage of 40dtns supports the power plant and allows one jump-2.

Adjacent to the bridge is a computer Model/1bis.  There is one stateroom and no low berths.  The ship has no hardpoints and no cargo capacity, but it does have a Module Bay that can accept a wide variety of 20dtn modules.

The Kawzan Industries Jump Pod requires a crew of one: the Pilot.  Up to one additional crewmember may be carried, requiring double occupancy, and more may be carried if a module with crew quarters is provided.

This ship can be built for MCr26.6 Base MSRP

Some examples of standard modules available for the Jump Pod include:

Fuel Module –- MCr1, provides 20dtns of additional fuel tankage.

Cargo Module –- MCr1, provides 20dtns of cargo in a pressure-tight compartment.

Habitat Module – MCr2, provides four staterooms, two tons of cargo and a self-contained power plant with fuel for four weeks of independent operations.

Launch – MCr14, this is a standard 20dtn Launch.



	Request for Bids

Request for Bids for Mail runs from Mire Down and Up Stations. Contracts require dedicated 2 Metric Displacement Tonnes of space upon a starship.  Does not need to be placed within a cargo hold unless item is large and bulky, which would require Special Handling notification.  Hazardous materials are not allowed.  Ship must be registered per Darrian or Imperial requirements.  Bid dates are open ended.  Contract extends minimum of six months as of signature certification.  Please contact Levi Henderson, 885-477-4747 Mire Down Station.
	Public Notice
Pursuant with the Self Storage Lien Act of Mire, Storage Way Better LLC will dispose of, through public auction, self storage units through private showing and bidding to satisfy liens that are currently held, if liens are not paid in full by Midnight 28 days hence.  Appointments may be made by calling 1017-343424 Mire Up Station or 885-727-6464 X2345 Mire Down Station.  Liens have been in effect for 60 days per act requirement and owners have been notified via certified dispatch.  No hazardous materials are known to be on the premises. 


	Pirates Strike Again

Posted by Nikolas K. Gvosdev, Regina Times



Whenever a report is issued on piracy in the Spinward Marches, a major pirate incident always provides background. Quarter One 1105 has been no exception. And for every successful rescue, there seems to be another capture--highlighting the Sisiphyian nature of the anti-piracy mission.

J. David Goodman, reporting earlier this week in the Regina Times, highlighted the statistics amassed by the Piracy Reporting Center of the International Interstellar Trade Bureau: Vargr pirates "took 1,181 people hostage and killed 8 in attacks on 445 ships over the first  quarter of 1105. At least 53 ships were hijacked last year ... Attacks on ships are up 10 percent over 1104, as were the number of hostages."

The good news: attacks in the Corward subsectors of the Spinward Marches, where the anti-piracy coalition between Imperial allies has concentrated its patrols, were halved. The bad news: pirate groups have traveled further afield over a wider area to strike more targets. And the navies of the worlds are not going to be able to duplicate the levels of force in the Spinward Marches in other shipping lanes in the Spinward or Rinward portions of the Third Imperium.

Events this week make this point. While the report was being issued and disseminated, Vargr pirates seized a chemical tanker, the Samho Jewelry, in the operating near Vilis (SM 1119); it was traveling from Arkadia (SM 1217) to the Frenzie (SM 1116)--not even planning to transit Spinward into the Foreven Sector.  A Darrian military vessel, the Choi Toung, shadowed the captured ship. But when the pirates on the Samho Jewelry launched an operation to capture a passing Arenese vessel, and after intelligence was received that a pirate "mother ship" was on its way to provide reinforcements, Darrian special forces stormed the Samho Jewelry, retaking it and killing eight pirates.

But the tally as of this morning is one ship freed, two taken. The pirate group which seized the Samho Jewelry did succeed in taking a Zhodani flagged (and Avalar owned) Hang Song Sung; and then followed it up by capturing another bulk carrier, the Ipermar flagged and owned Khaled Muhieddine K.


	What the data tells us is this: despite the anti-piracy missions, we have not really changed the incentive structure for the pirate groups. Pirates always accepted that these missions were risky, and the prospect of death or capture has not really changed those odds. Moreover, given continued issues with successful prosecution and incarceration of pirates captured in space, the possibility of deterring future pirates by the threat of clear and decisive punishment has been watered down. Success does breed success; a wave of new ransom payments purchases new and better equipment, encourages more recruits to join under the Vargr version of the Jolly Roger, creates even more jobs and businesses in the Vargr Extents that are dependent on the pirates for their livelihood, incentivizes new "investors" to finance more pirate missions, and allows pirate groups to try and purchase immunity by donating to local leaders, warlords and religious figures.

The other reality is that even with the interstellar coalition in place, there are far too few naval vessels to patrol the even larger areas of open space that any pirates can strike. And if the pirates begin setting up subsidiary locations in other ports, especially in District 268, and improve their mother ship capabilities to strike even further away from the rimward and spinward edges , this problem only increases.

But developments in Foreven, Far Frontiers, the Beyond and the Trojan Reaches door might be a game-changer for finding a solution to interstellar piracy. The divorce of the Vargr Extents from the Zhodani, if something like that goes through, erodes some of the urgency about preserving the territorial integrity of the Vargr Extents, which itself has always been an uneasy fusion of different Vargr territories. In the past, the Imperium had been leery of dealing with regional separatist governments in favor of trying to create a central administration. But the combination of the no trade referendum concerning the Zhodani--and the obvious limits of the current anti-piracy mission in being able to stop piracy altogether simply relying on naval methods alone--might open the door to a new approach in the remainder of 1105.



	
	


	Pirates Strike Again

District 268 is an undeveloped region which does not yet enjoy membership in the Imperium, although Imperial protection is available to the worlds and peoples who inhabit the region. This is part of the Imperial policy of formally identifying unincorporated subsectors along its border as potential sites for expansion. This identification resulted in their designation as districts; District 268 was therefore the 268th sequentially designated district since the foundation of this policy. District 268 was opened for Imperial development in 941 by the decree of Empress Margaret II.

The center for administration of Imperial activities in District 268 is Glisten ( Glisten / Spinward Marches 2036), although a token capital is maintained at Mertactor (1537).

District 268 is a much more developed area than might be expected for a non-aligned buffer zone. For instance, it is more developed than the neighbouring Five Sisters, despite the latter being Imperial. Much of the reason for this is the presence of a major branch of the Spinward Main, toughing all but two systems of the subsector. In fact, all jump-1 contact with the major world of Glisten ( Glisten / Spinward Marches 2036) has to pass through the district, with the result that a vigorous economy has developed over the centuries to support this trade. Major trade worlds along the jump-1 route include Collace (1237), an industrial world specializing in low-cost, high technology trade goods, Forine (1533), an industrial world specializing in exportable electronic components, and Tarkine (1434), an agricultural world that produces a wide variety of exotic spices and plant extracts.

In addition, Collace is the site of one of several Imperial scout bases in the district. Application has been made for membership in the Imperium, which is pending.
	Spinward Marches

vvvvvv Vargr Extents vvvvvv
[image: image30.png]



                                   ^^^^^^^^^^^

                                    District 268

	
	

	Quatro Villa Up Station Mire

Official Notice of Housing Covenent Staff

Agenda follows:

Call to order by Master of Arms

Proof of Notice for meeting

Agenda Approval

Reading and Approval if Last Meeting’s Minutes

Officer’s Reports

Unfinished Business

New Business

Call to Adjourn

Recitation of Covenent

Adjournment.
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Have you seen this person?

	Meeting:  Date:14 days hence at 1800 hours
	1 Ayed 1 Orned Flying Purple Peeple Ate Her

	Proof!
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Zhodani Flying Death Squads
	

	Wanted: Adventurers, Veterans and Mercenaries



	BODYGUARDS

desired
Specialists in armed and unarmed combat meeded for major source of temporary protection services.

Contact Colonel O’Malley

Security Services Unltd

Starport Annex Suite 9715


	Security Personnel
Needed for short-term employment

- Good pay -

Chance for permanent position for personnel with correct quals

Apply Suite 1724

Grand Promenande.
	Veteran Military required to provide paramilitary training and program development.  Excellent pay, 6 month contract required.  Combat experience helpful but not required.  Instruction skills required.  Apply  in person Bureau of Militia Affairs Capital Bldg Room 8001-A

 

	Travel…Danger…Adventure

can be yours

Safari Expeditions and Outfitters

needs skilled gun handlers, guards, bearers guides and drivers.

Contact:
Box 796D TAS @ Starport Info Ctr


	If it’s broke, I can fix it!

Fully Certified And Qualified Engineer

All Jump, Power, and Maneuver Drives

Mechanical, Electronic, & Gravatic Certified

with Computer diagnostic experience

Non-destructive inspection methods

Fuel Purification Plant inspection

Vacc Suit qualified

Box 96 Charlie @ TAS

	Do you have what it takes?

Molitor’s Maces

Needs trained combat veterans

All ranks and MOS’s

Ticket Pending

Top pay and benefits.

Repatriation Bond guarenteed.

Mercenary Guild

Hall 21

Down Station and Up Station



	Dawg the Repo Guy

Individuals needed to take possession of one 800dT Broadsword Mercenary Cruiser. Expenses plus up to 10% MSRP or Salvage value which ever is greater at time of restitution

Contact Mire Bank and Trust

Suite 7802 Mire Up

	Accident Investigators needed

Daryn Insurance Underwriters will pay 100Kcr per week and per diem for experienced investigators. Immediate assignments available.

See Spencer at Daryn Insurance Underwriters Number 3 Mire Up Station Main Promenade
	

	
	
	

	Unrest Hits Interstellar Traffic

The political unrest in the Spinward Marches during Second Month is estimated to have cut interstellar traffic by 21%, according to new figures.
The Interstellar Transportation Association (ITA) figures revealed that scheduled interstellar traffic for Second Month was up 6% and 2.3% respectively for passenger and cargo demand in Second Month this year compared with the same period last year. 
But demand growth in Second Month was down significantly from the revised 8.4% and 8.7% expansion recorded in First Month for passenger and cargo traffic respectively. 
Second Month  marked a decline in load factors in both the cargo and the passenger business, which declined to 51.6%, down 4% below the peak in Fifth Month last year, on a seasonally adjusted basis with passenger load factors at 73%.
However, air travel volumes were 16% higher by Second Month  compared with the low point reached nearly two years ago and 5% above the pre-recession peak nearly three years ago.. 
Second Month  air freight volumes stood at the same level as the pre-recession cycle peak  three years ago, but was down almost 7% on the high reached in Fifth Month a year ago.
Freight carried by those carriers operating to the spinward in the Spinward Marches fell by 4.5% in Second Month, with coreward and trailing carriers seeing freight expand by 11.8%, second only to the robust 12.1% expansion by rimward carriers.
Core and Capital carriers showed weak growth of 6.3%, reflecting the region’s proximity and trade connections with Solamani Sphere and the continuing weakness in the Imperial economy. 
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	We sell farm equipment!
67899 - 98212

	An Advertisement

atg starports

Maintenance and Support Services

Renowned for providing innovative and practical starport lighting solutions, atg starports also offers an extensive range of after sales and maintenance support services, enabling starports to increase reliability and availability whilst at the same time improving the efficiency of their maintenance team.
Continuous development, both structurally and technically of a starport, as well as that of the regulations and standards which govern the industry, are challenging starport operators to satisfy an ever changing array of demands. New directives and quality standards now set benchmarks for technical installations as well as the competence of the maintenance personnel and the safety of work processes.
AGL control system service contracts from atg are currently in operation at a number of major starports in the Spinward Marches, helping to maintain efficient and cost effective operations. Each contract is designed specifically around the needs of the starport, providing a bespoken programme of maintenance activities to be completed over the course of the agreement. Amongst the different services provided are scheduled substation visits to perform routine maintenance and performance analysis of the system, a dedicated 24/7 call out engineer and call centre response, responsibility for all modifications to the existing system and being able to attend regular design meetings with starport operators as part of downside development programmes.
As part of a commitment to provide customers with first class after sales support for all of its products, atg starports also work alongside starport engineering teams to offer a upside maintenance support service. As part of agreements currently in place at a number of starports, atg teams are responsible for upside and downside electrical and AGL installations including LV and fibre optic work, fault finding on the starport circuits, high mast lighting and installation of docking guidance systems.
Improvements to the upside infrastructure often include the introduction of new technologies, with maintenance staff involved requiring regular training in accordance with interstellar standards. To help starports and their staff maintain high levels of efficiency, atg starports offer a range of training courses designed to cover all aspects of starport lighting maintenance techniques.
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